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It would uzceod the proper limits cf this
prellmiDar; t'tatt-ntectto enter into the proof
th»t I havi' t'oue nothing to for dt fhepro-
t<-cttoQ cf tlo governnii ut, ot give a obadow
o(jai)tiflc9 i<>n to this soit of treatment. I

snbnciit a t^itjgla testimony to that p.^lut from
ene of the truest and mas': trustwt itby, if

not the luoft ttubted, of all your military
agenfH In K ntuf ky, who occupied a position
which ei.i.!i!«(j i;im, of all other men, to
know be. t, nHd, thtneforc, atcotlm ny which
outwcigbo the mire laut. and lit:8 oi 10,000
such eg tbos» who have assailed oie ijays a
letter ftom this high cl&Lial, rtcelTcd by me
M lateaa J863:—

" I have ftilt that yoars la a pecQliarly hard
cue. Fo I never heard even your interest

aecu>e<r$ allege one act cf i/ourt which deierved

condemnation; and yet I fe«J Bure th>it yoa
,
are acting wisely in rtmaiming a fugitive from
your fimiiy, jcuf cotgregation and your
buainese " a etttement equally hnnorable to
me and dtH.iuceftilto your adminiBtratiLn,

That I i!>tvt« letalntd my respect for the
ccD'^tUntkb eiid lawr, notwithstanding all

theiieoQtr«gbB, ttuJla spite of the hnmiliat-
log pictnie of the gcvernment drawn In the
last clane>' of thla citation, Is surely no doubt*
ful evidence of my fidelity as a citizen, i^nd
all this, taken in connection with the fict

that I ti^ive retained the confidence of the
Presbytery, my conetitntlonal overseers, and
of a large and intelligent pastoial charge,
who to this day nave refused thsir consent to
my iitfioial separation from them, I think
Jnsttfi 8 mv tUle to the confidence uf the pub-
lic In 8peKt!in< freely of t^e high »nd solemn
ISBueti I) t V I a mi and my aiisa!! ints.

The wVoio controversy betwefU me and
them Is Kt^ucible, in its last analybli^, to these
queeticns : Is li competent to the Cburch of
Ubiii^t to rtetermiaH secular qnestlo/ie, civil,

poiiMca! or military 7 And is it lawfal either
for I he tiutch volnntarlly to employ her
agencies, in any roannor for the piip^iort of
stcular ra a^u ee or in propagatioa cf politi.

cal prlncVitB, on the cna band, or for the
hHocl.'ir ^o7t;rr;ment to intfrfon- with the
conitH ai J tirrttnances cf "ho Chuvch on the
Other? I'hro qiestiors my Mfinilants, di-

r*'otly or icdirt'it'y, affirm, I ifEy ; and for

thla dniiil am denounced by obs'qaious eo-

clesiasllnn, persecuted and villifl«i by tbe
petty mlulocs of the governnitn^, sni iny
ptptr fojDwi'y fiupprofsed with tho hl.h
Bpn tjon I f tna atJminlatratlon at Wa-ihl- jr-

ton. P>' njit me to sot forth—though the
limits of a letter require It to Vxi done in moro
outline—the grounds rn which I have op-
poeed, first, the committal of the Church to

any civil p. virrme'-it In gen» ral ; otid, so-

condly, to ilia support of cuch an nftm'nl; tta-

tion as J
f uiH In particular

The 'Ivtl govorLra mt, represon'od to us,

primarily, by the ccuotltutlon and laws, and
secon^^ai i y by yuui administration, so long
as Its ac'B Mccord with the constitation and
laws, is nndoubtcdly an ordinance ef Ood.
And therefciQ by Divine anthoiity yon wield

tl^e power o^* the sword to coerce obedleao*.
fiat another government. In itself distinct

and complete, is also oidalnod of Ofarlat iha
Mediator among all Christianized peoples, to
which gcvernment has been committed th«
"power of the keys," as to yoa the "power
of the Bword." As Andrew Melville hsd oc-
casion to remind a tyrant, Htuart..-" Ood'a
slUie vaseal"—that " there be two Kings and
two kingdoms, one ttie Kingdom of Jeans
Christ whose subject Jam s Is, and of whose
kingdom he Is neither a king nor a lord but
only a member, and they wtiom Cbrist hath
called to govern his splrilml kingdom have
a sufficient authorl y which no Christian king
should control or discharge ," so I may re-

mind you thai, there are two l^resldeats and
Commonwealths in these United Htates; the
one President Lincoln and tbe other President
Jesrs Christ, la whose Commonwealth Pre-

sident Lincoln hath no sort of official func-
tion. And I may say this >rith still mere
force than Andrew Melville, u<:<ilng that be-
side the Ordinance of Chrlut in his reveaied
statute book, the founders if the American
civil Commonwealth have, for the first time
In history, aoknowled by civil enactments, the

Independence of the Church, which King
James denied. And then-fore all utterances

and acts, either on the civil or the ecclesias-

tical side, by which the secular intrudes into

the spiritual, or the spiritual Into the secular

sphere are violations of the civil oonf>tltutlon

of the country aa well as of the statutes of

Ohriat.

The distinction between these two powers
is clear enough to all save those who have a
purpose to serve in confounding them. The
government which you represent, so long as

your acts accord with the constitution, is de*

rived from God the Author of Nature and has
cognizance only of the interests that pertain

to the presont life of men—>" Life, liberty and
the pursuit of happlneas." The spiritnal gov-
ernment of the Chtuch Is derived from Christ

the medi&tor, as Its source, and can take cog-

nizance only of men's et-rnal Interests. Your
g07ernment, In common with all civil gov-
ernments, whether among Christian or

Heathen people, has f r its rule of guidance
the light of nature and reason common to all

nations, and equally obligatory on all, whether
enlightened by revelation or not. But this

spiritual government has for Its only rule of

guidanca the positive statute law In the re-

vesled statute book of Its great founder and
Bnler. Your government, by Its Divinely ap-

pointed "power of the sword," restrains overt

acts of wickedness and coerces outward obe-

dtenco. The spiritual government, by Its

power of the keys" for opening the visible

Kingdom of Christ to the penitent and obedi-

ent and shutting it against the Impenitent and
disobedient, guides the consclenoes of men
and alms at the "thougktfl and Intents of the

heart," primarily, as Indicated by the overt

acta of the life. Not a whit more absurd Is

the Mnhommedan notion of enforcing religion

by the "power of the sword," than the Eraeti-

an notion of enforcing poUtloal dogmas nd


