
IV PREFACB.

•t Abbotoferd a few yean prerioody, and by the fivoarabiie Oj^aion he had
apieiaed to othen of my earlier writingf. I aeoordingly eeat Urn tlie

printed nmnben of the Sketdi Book in a pared by eoadi, and at tbe Moae
tine wrote to bin, hinting that since I liad had the pleasnre of partaking of

his liospitality, a referee had taken plaoe in my affdrs, wliidi made tte sae-

cessfU eiereise of my poi aU>important to me ; I begged him, therefore, to

look over the literary artidee I had forwarded to him, and, if be thought they

wonld bear Eoropean republication, to ascertain whether Mr. CoPiteMe
would be indined to be the publisher.

The pared containing my work went by ooadi to Scott's addreae in Edin-

burgh ; the letter went by mail to his reddenoe in the country. By the very

finrt iMst I reodved a reply, before he had seen my work.
'< 1 was down at Kdso," said he, «' when your letter readied Abbotsford.

I ftm now on my way to town, and will oonTcrse with Constable, and do all

in my power to forward your tiews—I assure you nothing will i^ve me more
pleasure."

. The hint, howerer, about a reverse of fortune had struck the quiek|ippi«-

hension of Scott, and, with that practicd and eftdent good-vrill wtddi

bdoaged to his natare, he had afaready devised a way of aiding me. Aifeekly

perio&d, he went <m to inform me, wm about to be set up in Edinburgh,

tmpfotttd by the most ranpectable talents, and amply furnished with all the I

neoBSsary information. The appofaitment of the editor, for wbiA ample
fbnds were provided, would be Ave hundred pounds starling a year, with tht

reaaonable proqiect of farther advantages. Iliis dtuation, b^ig apparently

at his dispoad, he fkrankly offered to me. The work, however, he iutinialed,

was to have somewhat of a politicd bearing, and be eatpremed an apprehen-

sion that the tone it was dedred to adc^t might not suit me. "Yet I risk

the qqestfam," added he, " beeanae I know no man so wdl qualified for thi*
|

important task, and peiliapB beoauae it will necessarily bring jon to EdUn-
burgh. If my propoad doim not suit, you need only Imp the matter secret,

and there is no harm done. ' And for my h>ve I prav you wrong me not.' I

If, on the contrary, you think it codd be made to suit yon, let me know ai

soon as posdble, addressiog Castle-street, Edinburgh."
In a postscript, written from Edinburgh, he adds, " I am just coom here,

and have glanosd over the Sketch Book. It is podtively beautUbl, and in-

creeses my dedre to ertrnp you, if itbepoMible. Some dilBcnltiee there

dways are in managing snch a matter, especially at the outset ; but we will

obviate them as mu<» as we posdbly can." I

The foUowinf is from an imperfect draught of my reply, whidi underwent I

some modifications in the oopy sent. I

" I cannot eipress how much I am gratified by your letter. I had begoa
|

to fed as if I had taken an unwarrantable liberty; but, st^mehow or other,

there is a genid annshine about yon that warms every creeping thing into|

heart and confidence. Tour litervy proposd both surprises and flatters me,

as it eviaeas a much higher opinkm of my taknto than I have mysdf.*' i

I then want on to explain that I found mysdf peculiarly unfitted for the!

dtuathm offered to me, not merdj by my politicd opinions, but by the very
|

eonstitutfon and haUte of my mind. " My whole couree of life," I obeervcd,
** has been dseuHorv, and I am unfitted for any periodically reeurri^ task,

or any st^ulatod labonrof body or mind. I have no conuaaad of my I

talenta, wim aa they are, and have to watch (he varyings of my naiad as ll

mmld thoM of a waatheroock. PiracticeaadtralaiBg may briagaaeaion fatal


