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spiritual things naturally loads to temporal dis-

obedience, they were vc^ry soon regarded (with

what truth their subsequent history discloses but

too painfully) as disaffected subjects, and treated

alternately with suspicion or severity. To this

state of thinf^-s mav b(^ attributed in a creat deo;rce

the settlement of New Enu-land.

In(Hvidual enterprise had hitherto been found

unequal to the task. Mines of gold and silver

constituted the main inducement, in the first

instance, to explore the country. When the

search for thc^ precious metals was relaxed or

abandoned, attention was directed to the fur-

trade and the fisheries, from which great wealth

was derived. But the settlement of the country

was a slow and expensive operation, not likely

to vield an immediate return, and liable to be

frustrated by a variety of circumstances.

One hundred and twenty years had elapsed

since the discoveries of Cabot, and every attempt

at colonization had faik^d. Combination, therefore,

was resorted to, that success miglit be insured by

a union of means and an increase of the number of

adventurers. James the First who was anxious to

enlarge the limits of his dominions, divided nW

that portion of the continent that stretches from

the 34th to the 45th degree of latitude into two

immense provinces, of nearly equal size, and de-

nominated them Southern and Northern Yirainia.
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