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mencement from the " Highlands" to the Con-

necticut river, a distance of about 200 miles.

Up to the year 1792, this part of the

country was a wilderness of forests, lakes, and

morasses, only known to a few Indians, who

occasionally frequented it for the chase; but

about that period, the citizens of the present

State of Maine, which is the most eastern of

the United States, began to survey and occupy

portions of it, although it had never been con-

sidered to have been conceded to the new

republic, and had always been believed to belong

to the Crown. This encroachment was followed

by their claiming as the Treaty boundary a

line of " Highlands" that would have brought

the United States, at certain points, within the

distance of twenty miles from the St. Lawrence,

that would have cut off from Great Britain the

established military and post routes leading

from the provinces of Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick to Quebec, and would have given to

the Americans various military positions over-

looking the river St. Lawrence, and from

whence they could have threatened the fortress

of Quebec.

No person out of the United States believed

that such an arrangement of the frontier was

consistent with even the intentions of the Com-

missioners, who, on the part of America, nego-
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