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commerce on the other hand is in American hands. The

railway system of the two countries is one ; and they are far

advanced towards a union of currency. Of the old estran-

gement, which the Trent affair for a moment revived, almost

the last traces have now disappeared and social reconciliation is

complete. It is time then that the Anglo-Saxons on this

continent should set aside the consequences of the schism and

revert to the footing of common inheritance, instituting free-

trade among themselves, allowing the life-blood of commerce

to circulate freely through the whole body of their continent,

enjoying in common all the advantages which the continent

affords, its fisheries, its water-ways, its coasting-trade, and

merging forever all possibility of dispute about them in a

complete and permanent participation. The Fisheries dispute

will have been a harbinger of amity in disguise if it leads us at

last to make a strenuous effort to bring about a change so

fraught with increase of wealth and other benefits to both

countries as Commercial Union. The hour is in every way

propitious if only American politicians will abstain from

insulting or irritating England, whose consent is necessary, by

recklesi efforts to capture the Irish vote. Let us not allow

the hour to pass away in fruitless discussion, but try to

translate our wishes into actions. Nor need any Canadian fear

that the political separation to which perhaps he clings will be

forfeited by accepting Commercial Union. A poor and weak

nationality that would be which depended upon a customs

line. Introduce Free-trade at once throughout the world and

the nationalities will remain as before. Abolish every custom-

house on the Pyrenees, France and Spain will still be nations


