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and prosperous congregations,—and of the injury, above all, to

the cause of Preshyterianism and to religion itself, which have
resulted from our secession,—and a raovcmcnt, it seems to he

argued, attended with sucli results, could not at first have been
necessary, and cannot now bo deserving of support.

This objection can have no v/cight with any who acknowledge

the paramount authority of principle in religious matters, how-
ever difficult it may be to take with those who judge of every-

thing in the light of mere worldly expediency. It proceeds upon
the assumption, that wc are warranted to make expediency, or

rather our own narrow and limited views of what is expedient,

the rule m determining the path of duty, and that wc may at

once decide that a cause cannot be of God, if onlv angry pas-

si ^js, and strife, and division, and such like evils seem to follow

in its train. A more dangerous error cannot bo fallen into, or one

more fitted to pervert the judgment, to debiuvh the conscience

and to induce that state oi mind in which men contrive, Avith-

out difilculty, to persuade themselves, that self-interest and duty,

gain and godliness, always lie on the same side. "Where God
has given us positive commands as to the path of duty, or point-

ed out principles by which we are to hold, and whoso xu'uctical

application is simple aud obvious, we arc not at liberty to judge

of what is right, or to rogalate our conduct, by a reference to

consequences ; we are bound simply to do our duty, and leave

consequences to God. The obloquy which has been attempted

to be cast upon those who have avowed and acted upon this

Scriptural doctrine, only proves the unsound and unscviptural

views by which some of our opponents have been infliionced.

When our Lord forewarned his disciples of the results which
would follow the preaching of the Gospel, you remember the

striking picture of evil conscqucncca as well as good which ho

drew :

—

" Think not that I am come to send peace on earth : I camo not to send peace
1)ut a Bword.

" For I am come to set a man at variance against lils fatlier, and the daugh-
ter against her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-

law.

'SVnd a man's foes ffhaU be they of ]iis own liousehold."

—

Ma.t. x. 34, ;'>.>,

But, because angry passions, and strife, and division were
thus to attend tlic work on v-'hich these disciples were sent forth,

did he allow them to suppose, that they were to determine, by
the likelihood or unlikelihood of these evils being produced, irhcn.

it was expedient for them to pr(}ach the Gospel, or did he intend

that they should decide, Avlien such evils followed, that tlio

course wliicli they vrcro pursuing was not approved of God ?

Was not one of the very objects for which he forevrarnod them
of these evils, that they might not shrink from the duty which
he had assigned tlie:u, oven Avhen these evils tlireatcncd most
;i!'U'mingly to follow, luid might not h(\ stnggcv-^'l, Avlirn tho for-

mal riiarisce, and the silK-cii votarv of i)lca:~uro, and t!)e soU'-iii-


