790 WORKS OF THE MOUND-BUILDERS.

longer time than any of the others, on account of the
oradual longitudinal leveling of the river-beds.  2d.
The complete disappearance of all wooden structures,
which must have been of great sohdity. 3d. The
:l(l\:m“w] state uf‘ «1(‘&'ulll]m.\itinll 01' llllm;lll Imm*.\' ill a
soil well ealeulated for their preservation.  Skeletons
are found in Europe well preserved at a known age
of civhteen hundred years. 4th. The absence of the
Mound-builders from the traditions of modern tribes.
Nothine would scem more ll]\t]\ to be |>l‘w-,\‘t-l‘\c'(1 mn
mythic or historic traditions than contact with a
superior people, and the mounds would serve to keep
the traditions alive.  5Hth. The fact that the monu-
ments were covered in the seventeenth century with
IH'illlil'l\w forests, uniform with those which covered
the other parts of the country.  In this latitude the
ace of a forest tree may be much more accurately
determined than in tropical elimates; and trees from
four to five hundred years old have been examined in
many well-authenticated cases over mounds and em

bankments.  Equally large trees inoall stages of

decomposition were found at their feet on and under

the oround, so that the abandonment of the works

o

must be dated hack at least twice the actual ace of

the standine  trees. Tt ois a fact well known to
woodsmen that when cultivated land 1s abandoned
the first orowth 1s very unhike the orioimal forest,
hoth 1 thi \~]u‘1‘it'\ and size of the trees, and that
several gvnwl‘,lliwll\ would be lti!\lil‘t(l to restore the
primitive timber Consequently a thousand years
must ]l.l\l' [r:)\\wl .\ilu‘t‘ SOome Hl. tlll‘ \\~>!|\'\’ were
abandoned.  The monuments of the Mississippt pre
sent stroncer internal evidence of  great antiquity
than any others in America, although it by no means
follows that they are older than |':||vl|<|llv and Copan.
’Hw‘ lw‘i'glli uf' lln‘ \lmlln] Irlllltlo'l'.\' lnr\\a')' >hul||1] not,
without v ry 'Hl\iti\v external evidence, be lrl:lrw] at
a later date than the fifth or sixth e ntury of our era
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