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of ii kiiowled^'i! ot right aiul \vit)ii^, aiul ctven witli reji.s<Miiiiy;

imwei's little or at all airectL'tl.iiud whatever the law may decide

the inexorable logic of facts will hold it,-,* own. It is in va'u to

,say that if you treat every jjcrsistent drunkard and imbecile

knave as irresponsible, you must convert ])ri.son!s and jails into

asylums. It is in vain to express feai- thai if thtsse doctrines
'

. . . .

an; admitted .social I'tiinidations will be .shaken. lias it xci

been tric«l whether asylums would not be more clletiUial foi"

cnrc! and njformation than prisons ! Ifow nniny institutions

are thcri; in the world like the Houses of ('orrccti';!i in Deti'ojl,

and iiow many abh'

(

'hristian i)hilanthroj)istscu[table of (-onduct-

Iiiil; .sucit institutions like ('a])tain Jh'ockway !' When those arc

found, and m o[K!rati(Mi,anil unsuccessful, it will be time (Miouj;.Ii

to lament over the conversion of _uaols into asylums. Ir. spile

of such views, trutii is trutli, and 1 tak{! leave to say that until

this matter is in((uired into by all legislators, and uuide availa-

ble to refornuition or ivstraint rather than ])unishment, the ]»re-

sent inetticiciut routine will be followed with the criminal [io))U-

hition. which is alike contrary to common sense and to Cln'is-

tianity. The ipuistion is one in which common sense and

medical science are in ])erfect accord. It may be laid down as

a first principle, that the capacity of an individual to be inllu-

enced by the motives which influence the average of iiumkind

in health and soundnes.s, is the measure of his responsibility to

. 'Ciety and of society to him. lie may be a mere child

in moral develoi)ment, as well as in judgmciil (no doubt both

defects of cerebral structure), and when this is ]>;ovcd, the i)lea

of irresponsibility to society is admitted, and society becomes

responsible to him and for him, and kee])s jiim out of harms

way. In like nnmncr the cas( s of (motional, imj)ulsive. ami

vicious imbeciles should be treated, tlu' ir.capability of .self-

control being the practical (|uestion to be tried, and not the

amount of knowledge. Tn the insaiio the like principle ought

to guide, and it is to be .solved jointly by common sense and

medical experience. If found incapable he lias appointed guar-

dians or curatove, an was. done by the old lloman law, until he


