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Government of Canada or any of its represen-
tatives, the Governmnent of the Province of
Newfoundland, the Bedford Institute of Ocea-
nography, and the Electrie Reduction Compa-
ny of Canada relatîng to the establishmnent of
the Electric Reduction Company phosphorus
plant at Long Harbour, Newfoundland.

At about the saine trne, tbe hon. member
for Kootenay West (Mr. Harding) had a some-
what similar motion placed on the Order
Paper wherein he requested copies of corre-
spondence, etc. between this government and
the Electric Reduction Company of Canada.
His motion did not make any reference to
copies of correspondence between the Govern-
ment of Newfoundland or the Bedford Insti-
tute of Ooeanography. My motion was subse-
quently set aside.

e (5:00 pan.)

In the realization that the information I
sought was not that which was supplied to
the hon. member, I bad my original motion
reintroduced. Unfortunately, however, for
reasons whîch I believe are obvious, it was
not; accepted by the governent and hence
tbis debate. A great deal bas been said in
recent weeks about pollution. Fears bave
been expressed concerning supertankers, dan-
gerous oil waste and so on, as well as the
chaotic eifect this would bave on marine life
around the coast. I agree that a very serious
threat does exist. I feel it is incumbent on this
governiment to take every possible precaution
against such an eventuality. Tbe people of my
riding, St. John's West, bave first-hand
knowledge of pollution and wbat it can mean.
That is the reason I arn anxious to bave al
available information on the Long Harbour
Tragedy. Wbat bappened tbere this past year
is our tragedy. A large number of people
were deprived of a chance to earn a living.
Their livelibood was very seriously aifected
and for a wbile completely destroyed by the
pollution of the water in and around Placentia
Bay by the Electric Reduction Company of
Canada.

I feel tbese people bave suifered to a very
great extent and are entitied to bave the com-
plete facts concerning what happened and
what steps should bave been taken by this
government, perhaps by the Newfoundland
provincial goverrnent and by the company
wbich caused the pollution. As I said before, I
am anxious to bave all the information wbich
is available, including copies of ail documents

Motion for Papers
and letters exchanged between the govern-
ment of Canada, the government of New-
foundland, the Bedford Institute of Oceanog-
raphy and the Electric Reduction Company of
Canada.

In the ight of certain correspondence
between the federal Department of Fisheries
and the manager of the Electric Reduction
Company, 1 arn left with no alternative but to
state that this governmnent acted in a coin-
pletely unbelievable and irresponsible manner
with regard to the establishment of the Elea-;
trie Reduction plant at Long Harbour. I have
a letter dated January 9, 1967 to the Electric
Reduction Company manager from. the
Regional flirector of the Department of Fish-
eries in which the regional director in eifect
admitted that his department was incapable
of making detailed predictions concerning the
probable effect of the waste from the Electric
Reduction Company plant on fish life in the
receiving waters.

However, after admitting that they were
unable to make proper predictions, hie did
inform the management of the plant that bis
department would not object to the plant's
waste disposai systemi provided certain
requirements were met. I believe it is quite
obvious to ail of us, particularly the people
whose livelihood was destroyed because of
this terrible tragedy, that the requirements
laid down by the Department of Fisheries
were completely inadequate. The results are
well known to members of this House, and I
suppose to ail people of Canada. Certain-ly,
tbey are well known to the people whose
livelihood was aifected by the waste from
that plant. I suggest that the Department of
Fisheries was prepared to gamble with the
fishing industry of Placentia Bay and St.
Mary's Bay. Indeed, if one realizes the rami-
fications there could have been, I would go a
step furtber and say that the Department of
Fisheries was quite prepared to gamble with
the fishing industry perhaps of eastern
Canada because what happened in Placentia
Bay could very weil have ruined the fisbing
industry of the entire Atlantic coast.

I realize that certain things have been done
for the fishermen whose livelibood was affect-
ed, but I do not tbink it will be possible for
either tbe governmnent or the company to
reimburse these fishermen completely for
what happened this year as a resuit of this
pollution problem. There are people wbo are
stiil suffering and wbo will continue to suifer
for the rest of this year and perhaps later
because of the terrible gamble this govern-
ment and the Departmnent of Fisheries took in
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