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correspondence, compiaining cf the 25 per
cent excise tax on radios, refrigerators and
other appliances. Whether or net we consider
these things necessities, I believe the tax is
wreng in principle. Certainly I do not think
it should be applied on necessities; and I arn
eonvinced that an electrie refrigerator is just
as necessary as any other piece of equipment
in the home today. Indeed, with the high
eost of foodstuffs it is imperative that our
people have the equipmcnt xxitb whichi to pre-
serve the geeds they have in store.

Then 1 have a commnunication from the
Canadian daily newspapers association comn-
plaining of the eight per cent sales tax and
ifftimating that there is rank discrimination
against -the daily newspapers in its application.
I feit I sbould bring this matýter to the atten-
tien cf the house inasmuch as it bas a direct
relationship te what is fair and square. Tho
complaint is ýthat the newsprint going into the
production of magazines is not subi ect te this
sales tax. To show just how this works in
practice, these people state ia their brief that
the Toronto Star Weekly dees net have a
news section and, therefore, does flot pay the
eight per cent sales tax an the newsprint con-
sumed by the publication of several magazine
sections in each week-end edition. But the
Mentreal Standard bas a news section, and
mnust psy the sales tax on ail newsprint con-
surned in the publication of the severai
magazine sections and the news section in
each week end edition. I have referred te twe
Canadian publications, but I arn more con-
cerned about the daily newspapers which have
circulations of soe considerable size and
which -are cornpeting against a multitude cf
United States magazines, rnany of which we
could very well do without in Canada. I do
net think we are placing our people in a
position te offer what might be considered fair
competition. I do not believe the Canadian
people should be expected te abserb the eight
per cent sales tax; and by the samne token it
is questionable whether the publishers ef our
daily newspapers should be expected te do se,
either. I believe there is much roorn for study
and adjustrnent in this conneetion.

Then I have two pýetitions, each signed by
the seeretary. The first cornes from the town-
ship council of Sarawah, in Grey county signed
by A. Cameron; the ether is signed hy
George FI. Boone, cierk cf the municipal
council of the town of Thernbury, aise in Grey
county. The petitions are exactly the sarne,
and I should like ta read oe inte the record:

Resolved that we hereby endorse the prin-
cipie that war disability compensation for Can-
ada's fighting men shouid be flxed with due
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recognition of the econom-ie conditions unider
whieh they must suifer iifeiong disabilities.

We consider the 'requcet macle unanimousiy
by ail organizations cf the war disabicd do Cao-
ad.a, for a basic rate whicb wv.i1i provida $D00, a
niontli for 100, per cent dîsability te. be reason-
able and just, and we 'ask the governent cf
Canada te implement this prepesýal.

I arn happy te, bring this matter to the
attention cf the heuse, and 1 arn sure it will
be givon coosideration by the veterans aifairs
committee, wbicb has new been set up. In
due time I hope an an'swer wiil be given the
petitieners; but I present the petition on their
behalf as a matter cf record.

1 aise have a lengthy ýpetition from the
Canadian merchant niavy veterans' association,
appeaiing for consideration, on behaff cf the
merchant navy. 1 arn net going te read it into
the record; it is simply a copy cf one addressed
to the Prime Minister (Mr. Mackenzie King)
and dated Februnry 25, 1948; but I sbould
like to say this. oIn my ewn city cf Owen
Sound wo had, many young mon who served
i0 flic merchant navy, oe who, bad twe ships
torpedoed from under him, and I do thiok
further censideýration should be given that
gallant chap, wbo lest two ships and both
times, cf course, ianded in the sea ýlosing every-
thing.* He bas suffered a grent deai of distress
as a resift cf bis harrowing experiences. I
helieve thiese men were part and parcel cf
Canada's figbting forces, and tbey sho.uld be
given every consideration.

I have oaily oe other observation te make,
and that is with respect te, the restrictions on
the importation cf fresh vegetables, and so0 on.
I sirnply remind, the bouse once more of an
editoriai which appeared in the Owen Sound
Daily ,Sun-Times of Saturday, March 6, appeai-
ing te the geveýrnment, as I have appeaied, te
determinre now the position tbey propose te
take for 1949, in order that we may encourage
those who are able te produce the m.uch needed
vegetahies and give thern the assurance that
there wili ha a market fer their produce if
they decide te norase their production. 1
arn sure that, given the inceotive, tbey will
stimulate their productive activities and we
cao ha sure cf more of the vegetahies we
require next winter.

That is aiýl I bave te say, Mr. Speaker, but
1 recorned te the coosideration cf the bouse
and the varions committees the matters I bave
discussed.

Mr. A. L. SMITH (Calgary West): Mr.
Speaker-

Sorne bion. MEMBERS: Question.

Mr. SMITH (Calgary West): I arn going
te, deiay the putting of the question by net
more than two and a hall minutes at the eut-


