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overseas a few days ago. He told me that the
treatment he got all the way back was wonder-
ful and I want to thank the government for
what they have done. I think they are entitled
to that. The boys coming back are well satis-
fied with the treatment they are getting.
They have been treated like kings on board
the vessels and the trains have been met all
along the way by the different service clubs.
These boys were given a royal welcome. That
may have nothing to do with the government,
but the government had to see that there were
ships and that the boys were looked after on
the ships and I wish to give them ecredit for
that.

On motion of Mr. Beaudry the debate was
adjourned.

On motion of Mr. Mackenzie the house

adjourned at 5.40 p.m.

Monday, September 24, 1945.

The house met at three o’clock.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATION

INQUIRY AS TO DISALLOWANCE OF CERTAIN
ACTS OF SASKATCHEWAN LEGISLATURE

On the orders of the day:

Mr. JOHN BRACKEN (Leader of the
Opposition) : I should like to ask the Minister
of Justice if the government has under con-
sideration the disallowance of any acts of the
Saskatchewan legislature. If so, what acts are
being so considered, upon whose petition, and
what procedure is proposed to give to the
Saskatchewan government and other interested
parties an opportunity to make representa-
tions?

Hon. L. S. ST. LAURENT (Minister of
Justice) : I received notice of this question
from the leader of the opposition just a few
moments ago, and I can give him from memory
the information desired. I may not have the
exact titles of the acts, but I think I have
them sufficiently so to identify them.

The government has under consideration
petitions which pray for the disallowance of
certain acts of the legislature of Saskatchewan.
These are the farm security act; the mineral
taxation act of 1944 and an amending act of
1945, and an act to amend the local government
board (special powers) act.

The Dominion Loan and Mortgage Associa-
tion petitioned for the disallowance of the
farm security act and the act to amend the
local government board (special powers) act,

[Mr. Campbell.]

and in sending in its petition asked for an
opportunity to add some oral representations,
which I assume to be along the lines of the
material set out in the petition. They were
told that on October 11 I should be glad to
hear such oral representations as they might
wish to submit.

The Canadian Pacific Railway Company
filed a petition asking for the disallowance of
the mineral taxation act of 1944 and the
amending act of 1945, and also asked for leave
to make oral representations in support of the
petition. October 15 has been fixed as the date
on which they will be permitted to make such
representations. The petitioners were imme-
diately asked by the deputy minister of justice
to supply the attorney general of Saskatchewan
with a copy of their respective petitions,
because there would have been delay had we
taken time to copy them here and forward
them, and we have been informed that they
have supplied the attorney general with these
copies. In addition he was at once advised
of the dates we had indicated to the petitioners
on which their oral representations might be
heard. The Hudson’s Bay Company have sent
in a petition, which was received this morning,
also dealing with the mineral taxation act of
1944, and they are also being asked to send a
copy to the attorney general of Saskatchewan.
They have not asked to be heard orally in
support of their petition.

Mr. COLDWELL: If I may ask a supple-
mentary question, when was the attorney
general of Saskatchewan notified that these
petitions had been received? The time between
now and October 11 and 15 is very short for a
government to prepare a brief in reply to
something which probably has been carefully
prepared by clever and competent lawyers.

Mr. ST. LAURENT: I would not like to
give exact dates, but notice was given as soon
as we were notified.

Mr. COLDWELL: When was that?

Mr. ST. LAURENT : The first petition came
in more than a week ago.

Mr. COLDWELL: The time is very short
for the provincial government to prepare a
statement in rebuttal.

Mr. ST. LAURENT: Perhaps it is, but I
understand that we have only the period from
now until November 10 within which to
decide whether to allow the provincial legis-
lation to take its course or to recommend the
disallowanre thereof.



