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at that time the present ex-minister was a
mmnister. 1 do nlot think wc can very well
overlook that fact. I suppose that according
ta conventions lie couid flot reveai cabinet
secrets, but if lie did nlot agree with the gav-
ernment in vital matters of this kind bie cauld
and shouid bave, resigned. He spake abaut
the unempioyment probiem and I believe lef t
the impression that it hiad flot been seriously
considered by tbe bouse. Perhaps it was not
seriousiy considered, but that was flot the
fault of any bion. members in this corner of
the chamiber, at least. Proposais were made
ta the bouse, and discussion was either re-
fused by the goverfiment or our mations were
deflnite]y vated down.

On Marcb 31, 1931, my colleague, the baon.
member for North Winnipeg (Mr. Heaps)
moved the adiaurrament of the bouse ta cal1

the attention of the governiment ta the dis-
tressing conditions whirbi bad arisen out of
the unempioymcnt situation. Objections were
takcn by the governiment on tcbnicai
grounds. Later in the saine day, upon a
motion ta go into supply the question was
again raiýýed, an(i severai lion. menibers par-
ticipated in the discussion. But. despite the
growing seriowýnesýs of the situation no Con-
servative inemiber or spokeýnman of tbe gov-
crriment tbougb t the situation sufficientiy
seriaus ta say a word respccting the uncmploy-
ment probiem. Wbere wvas tbe ex-Minister
of Trade and Commerce wlien that discussion
w as in progress? H1e migbit biave then, as hie
bas donc recentiy. caiicd attention of tbe
whole country ta tbe situation. I am not
blamiog bim for bis rerent action. I am glad
bie bias liad the courage ta, take that action,
but it seems ta me it migbit very weil bave
been taken cariier. His action baving been
taken at tbis late period I do not think bie
ougbt in anv way ta minimize tbc efforts
madle by others ta try ta bring this question
ta tbe attention of tbe house and country.

Ag-ain. on tiiis vcry quest ion of unempioy-
ment, an February 5. 1934. ntvcaicgu froin
North WVinnipeg broughit in a it solution stat-
ingl tbat:

1i1 tin- opiion of tinis ii.ethe goverrnitt
siotiild t îLe iii iiiiiieiiate îiînsjîeratian the

ii'i--itx i- or 1'i eiiîn the 11i111s of latîoîîr of
tiiiisi eirtig d iniîîi-tv and aisa increaqe
tii pin -lîiing power of the nitasses of auir

-)o), i i ie ci thia t tiiey n ia abýori-1 thie
gnspolii- i. tîeieia- ci eatring aiîire equit-

ale ilitii liiîtjiii ai auir w ealtiî prodiuction.
Tiîît e-e;litiiion wau lrî] acîcpted by tbe

govei-nieint, but, I qa4 Wbat w-as done ta
imr]ement its tcrnis? -Nothing at ail. W-bat
w-as ilne hw thvdi government-and for a
year after titat tht ex- Mini-ýtcr of Trade and

[iNr. wkuctsworili i

Commerce was a member of tbe government
-ta ceate a more ýequitable distribution of

aur wealtiî production? -Nathîng tvas done
at that tinte and I submuit notbing wiii be
donc tbratib the variau-s bis now under
conisideration. As tbe debate proceeded I
bave been gia.ncing over a list I have of
somue motions that w-ere introduccd, from titis
section of the bouse bearing on ecanomic
problcms. There is tbe anc I bave referred
ta an unemployment in 1931 in tbat same
year, anc on unemployment insuTance, wbicb
was talked out; one an economic research,
wbicb xtas also talked out; anc on. the neces-
sity of amendi-ng tbe Britisb Nortb Ame-rica
Act, wbich was witbd-rawn after discussion.
Tbe Prime Minister says tbat we can pro-
ceed in a, constitutional way, but tbe neces-
sity of conistit-utionai cbange was definiteiy
brougbt up in titis bouse in the very first
year atter tbis govcrniment taok office. It
w-as recognized titen tbat it w-as higbly desir-
able titat we sbould bave constitutionai
change. Tue Ministcr of Justice promised
that w-e woul'd htave a coniference ta deal witb
titis very ruatter. It is truc titat there wvas
an interprovinciai canfercoce wbeore thbe
miat ter w-rs m ninioned almoýst incidcntally,
but nothing definitely w-as done about it, and
now ýifter five 3-cars of inactivity along that
line we are taRi tiirt we bave ta rail a
cansti tutianal conference. Surely wvitb the
Prime Minister insisting on, the nocessity of
pîoccedinig in a ronstitutional w-ay and, at
tbe same tiîttc recagn.iziog the seriouisncss of
Plie constitîutionai problem, lie should batve
called tluat conference fite ecars aga. At this
late stage, hie suggczts a constitutional -con-
ference and, balds up the British Nortb
Ameneza Art as a reason for flot bninging in
effective remedies.

In that saute year. 1931, w-e introduiced a
resalution w-ith regard ta a national centrai
hank; a resalutian dealing witb baflking and
creulit. tite t irt utatter îttentioncd by the
cx Minister of Trade and Conmmerce; als;o
a sîîb.t îen-ulit nt an the budget ta abandon
tue gold stanauruîd. Thte ex-M\inister of Trade
and Coîutîierce t-ulksz about tlie need for
sfîhilizatian ant, cîirreney refoi-ît. but in tbis
(10111](i- of thle bouse w e have bren urging

lta t - andi ui-ging it ste-utlilv, for the last
fit-e yez1i-S. Auuin, ut tlîîtt saine Vear we
tioveul a mtotion aui tue unempioyment
-itîua tn tlso ani -let toa -nieîd thte Baunk Act.
AIl te-ýe %veie imoved in 1931.

In tii sîîcceci-tlh year, 1932, w-lîcn thte ex-
i'Viniste- of Trade aîtd Commece tws a
uteîtibcr of tite got eînnîtcnt, we introtine il-
motion for a sociasl and cranomir re.<-ci


