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or that description of rolling stock, that the
provision contained ln this clause was de-
sirabie.

Hou. Mr. TISDALE. Has the minister
considered wbat mlgbt be the fiuîaîcial ef-
fect of It ? I think the Minister of Justice
will .agree with me that wben we make a
definition of the words 1 rolling stock,' no-
tlîlng else eau be Iucluded. The words
s rol]Ing stock' bas been defined by a long
series of decisions, just like the words
workirig expenses,' which we have neyer

cl2anged, and millions of dollars depend up-
on the meanIug of the phrases 'working
expenses' and 'roling stock.'

Thie MINISTER 0F RAIL WAYS AND)
CANALS. This clause wlll bave no retro-
active effecit, it only applieis to what may
be ordered hereatter. If there bas beexi
nny contract in whicb tbe words 'rolling
stock' are used, that contract would not
be affected by tbis Act.

Mr. LANCASTER. I amn afraid this
clause goes Z little !urtber than the minis-
ter intends. We are now discussing clause
(v.), which is a part of section 2 of the
Bill, and the very flrst words of this section
are :

In this Act, and ln the speclal Act Incorp.r-
ating any rallway company to wblch thie Act
or any part thereof applies, unIess the context
otberwise requires-

The context might menu a good deai more
tlian tîlis Act provides for. We mnust read
clause (v.) ln the Ilght of the first words
o! section 2. As my Lion. friend from Nor-
folk (Hon. Mr. Tisdgie) says, these special
Acts are passed every day, and It miglit
be the context of a special Act.

Tîje MINISTER 0F JUSTICE. I under-
stand the bon. member for Norfolk to say
that It is dangerous to Introduce this change
because it may affect existing contracts.
I do not think it is possible It can affect
any existing contract. Tliat is îny opinion,
cxpressed off-hand.

Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). According to
the views expressed by niy lion. friend
frorn Norfolk, that word 'rolling stock'
lias attained a meaniiug tlrough a long ser-
les of decisions. Assuming that lie is right,
tiiexi certaiiîiy you miglit possibly change
tlie mneaning of a contract by tlis legîsla-
tion. The Minister o! Justice will see that
It would l)e possible. For example, If tlie
words 'rolling stock,' as used in this Bill,
had a particular meaning assigned to it by
a series of decisions, then it would bear
tlîat meaning iu tL'e contract. Yoti have
tlîe ineanIng o! the words 'rolling stock'
ascertained by judiclail decisions. A con-
tract lias been made reciting the provisionÉ
ot the speciai Act, reciting the provisioîîs
eniab!iig roiling stock to be cbarged. aîîd
you have tls Act affectlng tbe ifeaiig of
the words used i the special Act.

The MINISTER 0F JUSTICE. My lion.
frleîîd suggests that possibiy, if n1 coiitract

Hon. Mr. BLAIR.

knd been passed previous to this Act comn-
Ing Into force, tlie meauing o! the words
drolling stock' Iu It, migbt be affected by
this Act.

Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). No, I would
liot go tliat far. Tiiere miglit lie a good
deal o! force ln the observations of the Min-
Ister o! Justice with regard to that, but
you do niot need te go that far. You might
tîîke a case where arrangements bave been
mnade for drawing up a deed. Negotiations
bave been going on, you draw up the deed,
and It would bave possibly the meauing as-
sIgned to it by this statute.

The MINISTER 0F RAILWAYS AND
CANALS. If hon. members wIll rellect up-
on the nature o! the questions likely to
arise, their minds will be set at ease. If
you turu to*the old Act, subsection (x.) of
the corresponding section, you wiii find the
question of rolling stock cornes up ln this
way :

The expression ' working expenses' means
and Includes ail expenses of maintenance of the
railway, o! the stations, buildings and works
belonging thereto. and of the rolllng and other
stock, and movable plant used la the work-
ing thereof.

The terni 'roiiing stock,' I think, Is neyer
used ln any special Act, according to my
recoilection. There is Do posslbility 0f any
misapprehiension arising as to th'e interpre-
talion and meauing of it, If I arn correct
in wbnt I say, and I think tbe recollection
o! every lbon, gentleman will coincide witb
rny own. The object of the incorporation
o! tbis clause ln the Bill Io more particular-
ly to define for the purpose o! this Act
and of the administration of a railway coin-
mission under It, what Is the meaning of
'rolling stock' rather than leave It to un-
certainty. I do not know of any legal iu-
terpretation tbat bas been given by n court
lu any case o! the word 'rolling stock,'
but we bave proposed that tbis commission
may require that a certain kind of rolling
stock shahl be provided for a certain pur-
pose and they may indicate just wbat shahl
constitute that rolhing stock. Tbey shail
say wbetber there shaIl be a snow plough
or a flanger as part o! the rolliug stock,
or wbether it shahl consist of any other o!
these particuhar descriptions of cars which
are mentioned iu paragrapli (v.) It Is only
iu the matter of administration that there
rnigbt be any serious question arising at
all.

Hon. Mr. HAGGART. The argument of
the hon. Minister of Railways and Canais is,
thiat any railway can corne under the special
provisions 0f this Bill and eau get Its charter
under the Act. Is tbere any provision of
that kind in the Bill?

The MINISTER 0F RAIL WAYS AND)
CANALS. Tbese railway companies would
corne under the control of this commission.

Hon. Mr. HAGGART. Not under thîe con-
trol but the provisions as to the charter
would apply to tbem.
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