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feeble objvet'in. That does not arise fromu No higher recommendation than this could
any cowardiée on their part, but they be- be given of any people. If this be true-and
lieve that all international questions can be we have no reason to belleve it Is not-
settled vithout recourse to arms, a belief these people will be of great advantage to
in whicli we agree to a very great ex- our country. But I have further testimony,
tent. However. the Mennonites settled in wich I think will be satisfactory to all
southern Manitoba, and although their who are willing to judge by the evidence
ha bits and peculiarities were repulsive to and are not governed by prejudice. Ii a
a number of our people, yet those who sup- letter dated Moscow, August 20, 1898, ad-
ported them pleaded that tlhey should have dressed to Professor Mavor, of the clty of
a chance to improve. and to-day we find the Toronto. one of the professors in the pro-
Mennonites among the most prosperous vincial University, by Count Leo Tolstoi, I
fariers of Manitoba. Their old habits find the following:
and custonis and peenliarities have passed The Doukhobors are the best farmers in
away. and they have largely assimilated Russia. They would use land and seeds given
Canadian customs and Canadian modes of to them In the best way. They live the most
life. Fornerly, they used to live in vil- chaste family life. They would adapt them-
lages, but now they are scattering themn- i selves to any climate. They would send their
selves, as the Canadians do, over the farims chIldren to the publie school, If their children
they cultivate. The young men and the young were not obliged to recelve religious instrue-
maidens who have grown up In these Men- tion.
nonite settlemeit are Canadians in every From an analysis of that letter of Count
sense of the word. As it was with theni, Leo Tolstoi, I gather that these people are
so I expeet it will be wi.th others who corne i skilled in agriculture, that they are hon-
fron Russia. But, what about the Douk- est and industrious, that they are chaste
hobors ? During the session an hon. gen- in their social life, that they are liberal and
tieman on the other side spent quite a broad-minded in educational and religious
number of minutes condemning the gov- matters, and adaptable to our elimate and
ernment for encouraging the immigra- conditions. We could not have any higher
tion of 'the Doukhobors to Canada. recommendation of any class of people. But
The lion. member for West York (Mr. Wal- I have still further testimony. From a
lacei, spent a few minutes in denouncing the letter of October 17, 1898, addressed to the
government for encouraging this class of superintendent of immigration, by Mr. J. G.
immigrants. no 14ss than 7,400 of whom have Colmer, secretary to Lord Stratheona, the
come to this country and been stationed in Iligh Commnissioner of Canada, I quote these
colonies in the North-west. Although some words:
people objec:t to them on th,, sane grounds From all the High Commissioner can ascertain
that they object to the Mennonites, namely, he believes the Doukhobors consist largely of
on account of their refusal to take up arms agriculturists, and that they are a thrifty,
and their peculiar customs, dress and man- steady, and law-abiding people. They appear
ners, the saine causes. I believe. will oper- to be somewhat similar in many ways to the
ate on them as have operated on the Mennon- Mennonites, and If they go to Canada in many
ites, and by the strong forces of assimilation numbers it is hoped they will prove to be suc-

C cessful settiers.
in less than a generation, they will have
aequired the habits and customs and ideas Again, in a letter addressed to the Minister
of Canadians, and will be as good Canadians of the Interior, dated October 20, 1898, by
as if they had come from Ontario. The Lord Strathcona himself, I find the follow-
question to consider is not whether their ing
habits or customs are repulsive, but whether From all I can learn, these Doukhobors are
they are honest and industrious ; and if tbey steady, hard-working and thrifty, and are likely
possess these qualifications, we are safe in to be an acquisition to the country.
giving them homesteads in our country. These two last quotations are from Lord

In searching out the evidence both for and ,Stratheona, who represents Canada in Eng-
against thiem-for I was not looking for the land, and who has always taken a very
one more than the other-I came across re- deep interest in the welfare of Canada,
ports given of these people by men who have which he so ably represents, and who must
personal knowledge of their character. The be in possession of reliable information, or
first is the evidence of Mr. Stevens, the he would not have written about these peo-
British consul at Batoun. Writing to the i1ple as he has done. That testimony is very
Home Office, London, on May 27, 1898, he 1important. It must be borne in mind-and
said : I mention this. because there is a false Im-

pression that the goverument assist these
The Doukhobors belong to a community known people very largely, and are doing more

to be the best farmers in Russia. They are for them than they would do for our own
thrifty, steady, and law-abiding, and have by people-that the government do not assist
good behaviour, diligence, sobriety and hard these people to corne to this country and
working qualties, brought nothing but prosper- have nlot paid a cent to bring them across.
lty to the barren localities ot Russia ln which But what the government has done, is this :
they are originally settled. It has been customiary for bothi governments,

Mr. MACIDONALD (Huron).


