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practical working of the Government for five fifteen Cabinet Ministers, there are more than
years. d1d nothing of that kind, hle bas had fifty members of the A dministration. we can
the satisfaction already of seeing the bur- well understand how .it is that positions of
den of taxation reduced with reference- to an inferior character and of inferior responsi-
these articles that I mention, to the tune of bility, should be created in the Administra-
$5,000,O000 or $6,000,000, hieh suaibas tion. We understançl-also how it is that. a
been taken permanently off the should-Mittere. bas iniopporlnnity of-select-
ers of the people : and lie wil have tue ting an assistant, a. IaianientaIy subordinate,
isfaction, if hie lives long :ýjisfctinif 1e irs lngenough and stays who usually represents the departmnt to
wlhere he is on that side of the House. of: which the chief belongs in the louse of
seeing even more done by tbis Government in whicl his chief is not a mueniber. That rule
pursuance of ils policy of dimninishinxg the lias not been followed here. I observe, further.
burdens and increasing the happiness of the in the arrangement niade, and in the report
people of Canada. whieh you. Mr. Speaker, have laid on the

Table of the House. that certain mehmbers of
Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). I ask the idulg- the Administi'ation have not upon the accept-

ence of lion. memlers while I alddress to the ance of office vacated their seats. It was
House a few observations upon the conduct stated. Sir, by you, that the two sulb-
of the A dministra tion whicl is now in Power, ordinate Ministers of the Crown, iii this
and uipon the policy whih41i the lion. gentle- louse' lad resigned their seats. Wlhether
muan.who las just taken bis seat, has defined tha t resignation took place before their
on the floor of this H:louse. i have no doubt appointiient, or whether that resignation
watever that is Excellency ac.ted wisely. accoinpanied their appointment, I do not
in the present constitution of Parliament. i know. Your report. Mr Speaker, does not
selectitg he lion. gentleman. who is Minister nfor he House. But this mfuch is perfectly
of Justice, to take charge of the Administra- cle : under the provisions of the law if they
tion. I have no doubt wh atever that he is had not previously resigned their seats. their
better qualitied for that position. hlian any seats became vacant by acceptance of office
other hlon.. gentleiman whom ils Excellency nder th1e Crwn : and so bwe mi ig Vaca
has ealled to bis council, and so I have no by operation of the law, they were not in a
fault to find with the course which His Ex- position to tender their resignations. I thinkc
cellency lhas taken lin asking te bon. gentle- we should not allow a report of tihis sort to
man to constitute an Admnistration. I was pass unnoticed, because if the Mlnister of
somewvhat surprised te mind, thua the hon. .Tustice and his colleagues are to regard this
gentleman had advised His Excellency to as a vohuintary act on the part of those two
bring into operation a statute which, although h, gentle , then the sm11e oflices n1u:ht
enacted in a former parliamiient, renained ho filled at any subsequtent timre without any
for a number of years. in abeyance on the resignations. It is perfectly elear to my mind,
Statute-book. It seemed to me at ithe time as I think it will to any hon. gentleman who
that statute was carried through this Huse, will carefully read ethe statute, that those :are
that it was not a vise neasure, not one in ofilces of emolument under he Crown, which,
the public interest, not one suited to the cir- when accepted, like any other offlee, racates
cumstances of a demuocratic country, such as the seat of any member accepting the same.
Canada is. I can well understand lhow, l a What the statute does, is to take those two
country like Enîgland, where society is segre- offices out of the class the holders of which
gated into ordeLs an where a large number are absolutely disqualified and rendered ineli-
of men of great fortune are anxious that gible for election, and te make the parties ac-
their sons. who are disposed to take part in cepting them, once more eligible for election,
public life. should have an opportunity of :and in this respect p)u1tting thxei on the foot-
serving a species of apprenticeship in su)- ing of Cabnet Ministers. This will be evident
ordinate offices of Governunent, suci a system to any one who vill look at sections ( and 7
nay prevail; but in. a country like this, of the statute. Section 6 says
wvhere we are, se te speak, on a footing ef Nothîing ini sectioni 9 and of the Act respec-ting thm e
equalty, where the differences are differences Senate and House of CM'iouis0, or in this or any
of intelflectual endownent and of opportun- other Act shall render the Controller. ,f Ciustonls or
ity, it does sem to me that it is some reflec- the' Controller of Inlanmd Rev~enue' in':ligible as a
tion either upon the capacity of the party, or ieumber of the H-ouse of Con nons, or shall diqualify
upon ithe capacity of the individuals selected hun froin tting or voting theren.
for those subordinate offices which have b)een It does not say he shall not 'vacate his seat.
created. It is a declaration that those pain It is clear that is the effect of the Act respect-
tics who are selected te fil1 those offices are Ing the Senate and Huse of Commons. What
parties nlot qualified te assume the higher jthat section says is, notwithstandling the fact
degree of responsibility tai attaches te a j that the seat shail be vacant, tUe party is net
seat in the Cabinet, and that they are prop- ineligible, but is qualified te ofer himself as a
erly and fairly dealt with in being assigned candidate te be returned to Parliament, and
positions cf a subordinate character. In te sit and v"ote when so' returned if a mem-
England there are subordinate offices of Gev- ber cf the oeuse of Cofmmons. That is ren-
vernient; and when we remember that, dered more clear by the section which fol-
although there are not more at any time than tlows, which sayst:

Mr'. FOSTER..


