" Naotional Health Programme is coming into effect in my period of service
~ ga liinister of Wutionsl Heaith and Welfare. My colleagues in the Goven.
- ment and myself are proud inaeed to be associated with the Frime Minist:

- in the approval and the impiementation of thi:s progremme that has inhere

our fellow citizens.

. the advocacy of these measures ; to my predecessors in Federal health
- workj to the health authorities of the Frovincial Governments, who have

full part in forwarding these prograrmes and 8ll of you have helped cre:y

" scene initiated by the Dominion Government wes the Mational Heglth Prog

" but some indicetion of the magnitude of the National Health Programee |

"who have pressed for these plsnsy and to the menbers of all parties in
. Parliament who, in House ana Senate Vommittees, have given such clcse
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2. The National Health Grants

These eight grants broadly cover the entire field of pup.
lic health. In the first year, they will total as much as
$17,000,000, but they will later rise to approximately $22,.
000,000, and contlnue indefinitely at that rate.

3, Grants for. 'riosgitai Construction' :

. .«These Fegeral grants of $13,000,000 a year will act as s
powerful incentive to nospital building. At the end of five
. years, the provincial needs will again be surveyed, end it {5
expected that tne grants will continue for a further period
of five years, probably at the rats of $6,500,000 a year. .

In my years gs a wcmber of Parlisment and a semper of the Gov-
ernment, no event has given ne as much encouragement as the fact that

in it such tremendous possibiiities for the health and well-being of all

Y .

Here I should like to pay tribute to all who have pioneered i
always cooperated so closely with us; to national health organizations

attention to Canada's health problems.
-~ - I know that many of you in this audience have also played you

in Canada that informed pubiic opinion which has become consclous of our
health deficiencies andinsis‘ent on their correction.

The culminetion of all the close studlies of the Cangdisn hesl:

ramme that was included in the Deminion Proposals to the Provinces in

August 1945. - The present action of the Government covers and goes be-
yond 11 of the four-point progrumme previously set forward, except for
the National Health Insurance screme, for which pll that is being done
constitutes the essential first stages im the development of & compreti:
sive national plan. When the present programme is well under wey, it 4
then be possible to proceed with the implementetion of a nationel plen
for hospital and medical ‘care insurance.

- 1t is clear, then, thst the plan ennounced by the Prime Minis
ter has s double purpose : (1} It represents en immediete attack dires
et strategic points in the Cansaian Health Programme; (2) It prepares
the vz, for Health Insurance by putting into effect those steps that &=
the essential prerequisites to sny adequate national plan.

Money is no messure of the effectiveness of health services
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be gathered from the fact that in its early stages - mpert from heslth
services for veterans - it will increase the total spent on health by *4
governments in Cenada by 30%. At recresents elmost half of what the X

" vinces wre now_srending, end slnost twice municipal health expenditils

In its first full yesr of operstion, this programme will tot-
more tnen $30,000,000, more then four times what the Federal Govermier--i
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