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A cast aluminum maze
designed by students of
Sheridan College School of
Designi, near Toronto, is
helping blind children in-
crease their sensory aware-
ness and expand their per-
ception.

The maze, a five-by-
five inch square of cast
aluminum,.half an inch thick,
is one of a series of 15
objects designed by Sheridan
students, and accepted and
incorporated into a "<Tactile
Toy" package after testing
by blind students at the
Ontario School for the. Blind
in Brantford, Ontario.

Soute 200 sets of tires.
"tactile objects" will be
distributed ns a special iss
Dot - a braille magazine for
to 14 - as weII as to instit-
blind throughout North Ameril

The. intense concentrati
anything new, together witb
touch, is one of the major re
the ground. It stnrted with ?ý
editor of The Dot, Mrs. S'
officer with the Office of the
and Stephen Hogbixx, ma
Sheridan College Sciiooi of E

D ot, the project, ai
changed direction. Th

give tactile pleasure, but
also stimulate awareness.
The students of Sheridan
College were then givec the
following instructions: de-
sign two items, one both
visually and tactually hard,
the other soft, ini any mta-
terial that will evoke a
multiplicity of images in the
recipient. The items must
be capable of beinig re-
rroçhîced to a minimum of

the creative talent devoted to it by Judith AlmondI,
now in her third year at Sheridan. Judith, (shown in

the photograph with Marcia Vinsky, age 6, and Stephen

Hogbin, master, Fwumiture Studio, Shieridan College
School of Design) was responsible for the. design and

manufacture of the maze, and spent some six weeks
experimenting with various aluminum alloys to de-

termine the best one ta use.
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