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important interests of the other Party. The Parties agree that it is in their common interest to
seek relief against anticompetitive activities of this nature.

2. If a Party believes that anticompetitive activities carried out in the territory of
the other Party adversely affect its important interests, the first Party may request that the
other Party’s competition authorities initiate appropriate enforcement activities. The request
shall be as specific as possible about the nature of the anticompetitive activities and their
effects on the interests of the Party, and shall include an offer of such further information and
other cooperation as the requesting Party’s competition authorities are able to provide.

3 The requested Party’s competition authorities shall carefully consider whether
to initiate enforcement activities, or to expand ongoing enforcement activities, with respect to
the anticompetitive activities identified in the request. The requested Party’s competition
authorities shall promptly inform the requesting Party of its decision. If enforcement
activities are initiated, the requested Party’s competition authorities shall advise the requesting
Party of their outcome and, to the extent possible, of significant interim developments.

4. Nothing in this Article limits the discretion of the requested Party’s competition
authorities under its competition laws and enforcement policies as to whether to undertake
enforcement activities with respect to the anticompetitive activities identified in a request, or
precludes the requesting Party’s competition authorities from undertaking enforcement
activities with respect to such anticompetitive activities.

Article VI
AVOIDANCE OF CONFLICTS

1. Within the framework of its own laws and to the extent compatible with its
important interests, each Party shall, having regard to the purpose of this Agreement as set
out in Article I, give careful consideration to the other Party’s important interests throughout
all phases of its enforcement activities, including decisions regarding the initiation of an
investigation or proceeding, the scope of an investigation or proceeding and the nature of the
remedies or penalties sought in each case.

2 When a Party informs the other that a specific enforcement activity may affect
the first Party’s important interests, the second Party shall provide timely notice of
developments of significance to those interests.

3 While an important interest of a Party may exist in the absence of official
involvement by the Party with the activity in question, it is recognized that such interest
would normally be reflected in antecedent laws, decisions or statements of policy by its
competent authorities.



