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PART 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1 — General principles and scope of application

1. The High Contracting Parties undertake to respect and to
ensure respect for this Protocol in all circumstances.

2. In cases not covered by this Protocol or by other international
agreements, civilians and combatants remain under the pro-
tection and authority of the principles of international law
derived from established custom, from the principles of humanity
and from the dictates of public conscience.

3. This Protocol, which supplements the Geneva Conventions of
12 August 1949 for the protection of war victims, shall apply in
the situations referred to in Article 2 common to those
Conventions.

4. The situations referred to in the preceding paragraph include
armed conflicts in which peoples are fighting against colonial
domination and alien occupation and against racist régimes in
the exercise of their right of self-determination, as enshrined in
the Charter of the United Nations and the Declaration on
Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations
and Co-operation among States in accordance with the Charter
of the United Nations.

Article 2 — Definitions

For the purposes of this Protocol:

(a) “First Convention”, “Second Convention”, “Third Con-
vention” and “Fourth Convention” mean, respectively, the
Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition
of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field of
12 August 1949; the Geneva Convention for the Amelioration
of the Condition of Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked Members
of Armed Forces at Sea of 12 August 1949; the Geneva



