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Offshore gas study for Burma Permanent oaye cars centre establlshed in India

Petro.Çanada International Assistance Cor-
POration (PCIAC> has signed an agreement
Wimh the Burmese Myanma 011 Corporation
for a technical assistance project valued
at $3 million. The agreement was signed
1f1 Calgary, Alberta by PCIAC chairman
%eter Towe and Burma's Deputy Minister of
lfldustry #11, U Kyaw Za.

Under the terme of the agreement,
PCIAC is conducting a pre-investment
f9asibiWt study to define the Martaban
Offshore gas field development project.
The study is being co-ordinated with the
Wýorld Bank which has agreed to help the
govemment of Burma determine the export
Potential of the Martaban reserves and
tO evaluate the risks învolved in under-
taking their development. Development of
the gas field could Iead to large-scale
'flestment, currently estimated at approx-
'n'lately $1 billion (US).

COfslderatlons of study
The PCIAC pre-investment study includes:
an evaluation of the recoverable reserves
'If the offshore Martaban Basin, as well
Ils the onshore Payagon Field that could
sUppIY the gas volumes required for the
clOWfstreamn petrochemical facilities under
ýOnlsIderation; engineering and cost esti-
mnates for the offshore production and pipe-
"ne facilities required to produce pipeline
quLJ-ity gas from the Martaban gas field and
<Iliver it to a petrochemical complex on
ld in the area of the Irrawaddy River Delta;

IdBntificatîon of the optimum site for the
Petrochemical facilities; and a market study
tO determine the optimum product mix which
ýOUL1d enable Burma and other agencles to
rnkIke the appropriate investment decisions.

fPCIAC is being assisted by consultants
p rm the D&S Group, Lavalin Offshore,
ý1tec Lavalin, and the A.D. UJttle Com-

PSnY. The study is expected to be ready
frPresentation to the Burmese govemrment
l the early summer.

'Our of plants ln Canada
(ýffliis from Burma's Ministry of lndustry
*11, the Myanma 011 Corporation, the Petro-
chernical Industries Corporation and the
'1eQhnIcal Services Corporation, ail state-
Oývfled enterprises of the government of
4Jrna, were recently in Canada visiting
nelts and meeting with representatives of
the international gas sectors.

Siflce it: was establlshed in 1982,' PCIAC
ý%Provlded project and technical assistance

tO help 18 oll-lmporting developing counitries
fidomestic sources of hydrocarbons.

Operation Eyesight Universel (OEU), based in
Calgary, Aberta and th~e British-based BhoPal
Commonwealth Society for the Blind (RCSB)
are establishing a permanent eye care centre
for the victims of eye Injuries resulting from
the Bhopal gas plant leak in India.

The govemment of Canada wilI contribute
up to $100 000 towards the establishment
of the centre and this initial contribution will
allow OEU and RCSB to meet the immediate
as wel as the long-termn eye care needs
of the gas victims.

Over the coming months the Canadian
government will monitor the long-term
effects of the tragedy in India and the subse-
quent needs of afflicted people in Bhopal.
A major problem being encountered ln the

Indian disaster is the difficulty of diagnosing
the exact nature of gas-related eye injuries,
because the level of toxicity in the Bhopal
area exceeded levels experienced in similar
accidents elsewhere. In addition, damage
caused by exposure to the chemicals is even
more severe amonig people who were aiready
suffering from an eye disease known as tra-
choma, which is endemic ln that part of India.

OEU, a non-governmental organization,
was founded by a group of Calgary busi-
nessmen in 1963 with the purpose of
financing sight restoration and blindness
prevention programs in the developing
world. Currently engaged in 71 projects in
17 countries, the OEU estimates that the
Bhopal program will be one of its largest.

Government matches privais donations to Africa

Secretary of State for Extemal Affaire Joe
Clark has arnounced that Canada will pro-
vide an additional $15 million to the African
famine relief fund established in November
(see Canada WeekJly, December 5, 1984),
to keep pace with the overwhelmlng out-
pouring of private donations by Canadians.

In the original $50-million relief fund,
$15 million was set aside to match public
contributions. Since then Canadians have
donated more than $30 million.

In his speech to
the House of Com-
mons, Mr. Clark said
that "since November,
neariy 500 000 indi- -

vidual Canadians have
contributed money
personally to African
famine relief. The
average individual
donation has been
$65 - double the JoeClr

amount normally contributed to non-
governmental organizations".

Mr. Clark added that orlginally it was
projected that the matching portion of the
fund would be limited to between $15 and
$20 million and therefore the addItional
$15 million would end govemment spending
to match private aid. He sald that the systemn
of matching was an important cataiyst in
mobilizing contributions by Canadienis and
that he was confident a high level of con-
tributions would continue, even though a
flrm limit had been now set on the matching
portion of the fund for Africa.

The government will consider further
specli steps Canada might take in response

to the crisis in Africa alter receMVng a report
from Specli Co-ordinator for the African
crisis David MacDonald and the recom-
mendations of the Standing Committee on
Extemnal Aff airs and National Defence.

Continulng programs
Other Canadian initiatives for Africa include:
e a $6.5-millon shipment of food has been
delivered to Ethiopia through the, World
Food Program;
e another $11i million ln food aid is to be
delivered to the three Sahel countries, Mal,
Niger and Chad ln the coming weeks;
* Canada will also contribute $1 Ôt) million
over the next four years to the World Bank's
Voluntary Special Facility for Sub-Saharan
Af rica. This is an entirely new initiative taken
by the World Bank, to supplement their
regular program in Af rica, and le designed
to support thie efforts of Africani govemments
in undertakIçng policy and institutional reforms
to develop their own agricultural production;
e supplementary grants of $6 million have
been allocated to the Canadien Food Grain
Bank, for the shlpment of 30 000 tons of
food for the Hom of Africa, includlng
Ethiopia, and the Sahel; and
a a grant of $3 million for UNICEF ls targeted
specifically at heaith care for mothers and
children and the development of long-term
nutritional and sanitary -service measures.

These contributions are in addition to thie
Canadian International Development Agency's
(CIDA) regular Africa program which ttiis year
totale almoet $300 million. Most of CIDA's
programs mhat have longer-terrn objectives,
alm at assisting African countries to become
seff-suetaining, particularly In agriculture.


