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T. Yes, if they had no naturali enies and cent

plenty to eat they would in a few ycars cover the sling

earth at this rate. ailn

S. Do they do much damage? poo()l

T. Not s0 mucli as many otiier insecCts., nic

'S. And are they found in every part of this

country?
T. They may probably bc pointed ont in evéry N

school section in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and nlos'

Prince Edward Island. tiiat

S. What are their naturûl enemnies, t1pn, which anc(

keep them go much subdued that we suifer so littlei gfl

from their depredations? plil

T. Very insignificant looking, but vory powerful lbut

ones. We shall consider them ini some future le8son. corr

In the mean time keep your oezO open, and note the

carefully everythiug you eee. mei

S. Dows the caterpillar feed on the leaves of any fa)8

other tree than the apple tree? as1

T. You must try to observe that yoursel vos. They bic

ame pretity general feeders, having been found on the 1

plnm, pear, cherry,* maple, willow, lilac, red currant, stri

hazel, birch, elm, houey locust, hawthorn ana elder. t'bc

(Stroke of the belL) A. H. M. Bal
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A singular proof of popular ignorance of the starry e"

heavens, as weil as of popular cnriosity concerning ha

any uncommon celestial phenoinenon, is furnished tu

by the curions; notions prevailing about the planet lil

Venus. When Venus began to attract general atten- sb

tion in the western sky in the early evening some au

two months; ago, speculation quickly became rife or

about it, particnlarly on the great Brooklyn Bridge. hg
As the planet hung dazzlingly bright over the New A~

Jersey horizon, some people appeared to think iL was wç

the light o! Liberty's torcb, mistaking the bronze b

~goddewss real flambeau for a part of the electrie- n

light system o! the metropolis. Finally (to judge tg

from the letters written to the newspapcrs, and the a
questions asked o! individuals supposed'to know t'

something about the secrets of the sky), the convie- a
ion seems Lo have become pretty widely distributcda

that the strange light in the west was no0 Icss than
an electrically iU1 uninated balloon, nightly sent sky-i
ward by Mr. Edison, for no other conceivable reason1
than a wizardly desire to inystify his fellow-men. 1I
have positive information t1hat this ridiculous notion1
has been actually entertained by more than ono per-i
son of -intelligence. And it is flot imp)robable, thati
as Venus glows with increaaing spiendor in the serenei
evenings of June, she will continue to be mistaken
for some petty artificial light instead of the magnifi-

t worldi that 8he is, sparkling olit there in the son-

w like a globe of burni8hed oilvr. Yet Venus Us
evelnilg sta.,r is not 80 rare il pheiel11nfl ba

pde of intelligenîce shouhid ho suirprised lit iL. Once

very tliiday site re-appcirs ini the ininset sky-

('oI11a111lof1 of fftirifig tay."

W vo eye li fail to niote lier, and as tho iinrest andi

gt beatitiftil o! the Earth'sg sisters iL woutd emm

Lt everybody shlmud ho as; fürniiar with bier alipear-
ce as with tho face o! a friond. Butt the popular

ioranceofo! Venus. and the other mienbers of the

Lietatry farnily to whieh our mother, thoeFÉarth, b.-

gs, is only an index- of t.he censer ignorance con-

ning the stars -the brothers of osir great failuer,

o Sun. I beliceotis ignorance ils largcly due to

re iudifference, which, in its- tur, arises froun a

se andi pedantie mcthod of prosenting astronomy

a jumble of niathernatical foroeohu, and a hum-

ehandmaiden o! tho art of navigation.
The reader will finti iL both int.ereeting and in-

ructive to watch the movements o! Venus tbrougb

te summer.' On June let, Venus will b. noar

aturn in the coribtellation Oem ini. But the two

anets wilI rapidly part company, Saturn sinking
ward the horizon day by day until iL 18 no longer

een, while Venus, moving eaatwardly, rises higher
vcry eveni-ng. About the~ middle o! July, Venue,
iaving reached bier greatest oastern olongation, wilI

,rn upon ber track and move westwardly, sctting a
ttle earlier every night. At the middle of Auguet
bce will attain her greatest brilliancy, and will bo a

tperb phenomenon. Being then lu tbat- part of bier

rbit which passes botween the earth andi the sun,

ier illuminateti disc wilbc in the form o! a crescen t..
A. good field-glass, under favorable circumstancos,
wiii show this crescent form of Venus, and a most

beautiful sightiL is. The croscent will grow larger anti
narrower in p)roportion as Venus approaches nearer
to the line joining the earth and- he sun, and, is eshe
approaches that lino, of course shle will draw coser ta
thie horizon, uintil about the end of Au guet, elle dis-
appears from tho cvening sky, to reappear iu the oast
a~s a morning star in the autumn.
1Jupiter wiIl romain ini tho nieigliborhood of Spica

in -Virgo throughout the summor. The surface
features of this majestic planet arc far beyond Lbe
rcach o! an opera or field-ghiss, but somteof the mem-
berti o! his littie family o! four moons may Occasion-
ally be cauglit siglit of. With an opera glass not
more than one or two of thoso cean bo seon as oxces-
sively minute dots o! Iight half-hitiden in the glare
of the planet. If 'you succooti under favorable cir-

Scumstances in oeeing one o! these moonlî with your


