
THE VARSITY.
CHESS CLUB.

The first meceting of the Cliess Club wvas hield on Tues-
day last in Roorn 7. Mr. C. M. Keys, '97, was selected
Secretary, and Mr. S. F. Slienstone, ' oo, Curator. The
Treasurer's report slrowed the fluaices of the Club to be
in a fiourishing condition, and it was dccided to reduce
the fee to 25 cents. The annual tournament wvill be field
in a few xveeks, whien thc valuable cup donated last year,
and other prizes, xvill be conipeted for. Matches xvili be
played witb other clubs. It is liopecd that ail chcss players
will turn out and hielp to mnake the year a successful one
for flie Club.

VARSITY GLEE CLUB.

The members of the Gîce Club bave now Ilbroken the
back " of their miost difficult part songs, and are rapidly
perfecting tbem- in style and finish. Tfli boys are ail cager
to do their very bcdt at the concert on Dcccmbcr i i, and
are practising bard in ordcr that the hitiierto bigh musical
reputation of the Club may niot suffer at their bauds. The
Club intend to take an extended tour in the west after the
concert in the city, and, aniong other places, xvîll visit
Detroit. Detroit bas been visitcd by the Gîce Clubs of ail
the larger Amiericati colleges, and this will put the boys on
their mettle to prove to our ncigblbors across the line that
the Toronto University Gîce Club is second to no orgfaniza-
tion of its kind in America.

NATURAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION.

At the ladt meeting of the Natural Science Association
forty-one joincd the Society, which augurs well for its suc-
cess durîing the incoming vear. Last Tucsday, iotlî inst.,
was a Darwin meeting, and WV. H. McNairn, ' 99, gave a
most interesting biograpby of the great scientist, whose
quiet labors prodnced the greatest and most complete revo-
lution ini scientific thouglit known iii the world's history.
The great lîrinciple of Natural Selectioa was expounded in
an erudite mnanner by F. S. Selwood, '97. AIl organs are
subject to variation. Useful variations persist and develap-
ment proceeds. This again is subject to tbe struggle for
existence, wbicli eliminates all but the fittest ta survive.
Individuai differences lead to varieties, and these to sub-
species and species. The subJect xvas followed by an
active discussion. At tbe next meeting, on 'fuesday, 24 th
inst., at 5 p.rn., Dalton will be studied by the Association.

NOTES FROM THE BJOLOG,

The largest class on record is now working in the
fourth year Laboratory-Natural Science.

We gentlemen of this side of the lawn are often im-
politely called plugs. \Ve deny tbe allegation and invite
inspection in our laboratories from two to five any after-
naon. We bave too superior a time iii our own depart-
ment to engage~ witb much vivacity in the trivialities over
which many of the other courses attempt to create a terr-
pest. However, you will find us represeiited in most
tbirgs by our Freds, Rowley, Chris, George and Chiarlie.

The second year Meds. were enjoying football on
Olie's front lawn when a message came from Cobdom that
tbey were to kindly retire.

Our front yard, after a few weeks of disruption, is
again in order, and refleets great credit on our landscape
gardener and bis assistants.

The third year bave of late examined the earthbc between bere and Scarboro' Heigbts in the interest of Geo-
logical researcb. Ye benighited juniors!

The vimn of an ordinary Med. is proverbial. A chain
lîghtning attack was made an the north fence, which was
laid low amidst tremendous éclat.

S. P. S. NOTES.

The regular meeting of the Engineering Society was
lield on the i îth inst. he report of the committee on
the consolidation of the b)y-laws, not bcing ready, was
held over. Discussion on the constitution wvas continued.
An additional officcr to tlîe general cammittce, and an
assistant librarian, froni the second year, was dccided upon.
All thc clauses biaving bccn gone over, it only remained
to adopt flhe constitution as a whiole ;but as it wvas unde-
cided bow mnuch of it should go into force at once, the dis-
cussion was adjourned until tlic next mneetin g. An in-
structive paper, Il Some Causes of Failure in Sliafting-," by
Mr. Carlisle WVallace, a Scotch eng'ineer, xvas read by Hie
corresponding secretary. Same interestin g facts were
disclosed witlî regard ta the breaking of propeller sbafts
of oceaîî liners. his is quite a commnon accident nawa-
days ; and it lias been argucd that thic cause of sncb was
the bending conimunicated to tlîe slîaft by the ship in a
heavy sea. But Mr. Wallace calculated that in order ta
bend the slîaft sufficiently to cause rupture, the outer
plates of tlie slîip would have to be strainied beyaud alI
possible liniits.

An aiialysis of the atiospîxere of Lecture Raamn 2, at
two nminutes past cleven on Tuesday niarning, showed the
following conmposition:

Carbon dioxide .......... 2097 Cu. cm. per litre.
Nitrogen ............... 790-3
Oxygen.................0

lt also possessed the following physical properties
Odor.................... tuffy.
Density (air=i) ........... 4
Color..... .............. Blue
Sectility .. ,.............. Can lie cut witb a knifé.
Our Aiînnal Dinner will be lield tlîis year on the 4 tb

of Decenîber, and promnises ta be a grand( success. The
follawing conimittee are iii charge of the affair: C. F.
King, chairmnan ;R. McArtlîur, secrctary ;IF. Smnallpiece,
vice-chairnian ;Macbeth, Bain, Andrewvs, Carpenter, Col-
lins, Little, Burniside and Allanl, cominittee.

The electrical students of the fourîb year enjoyed a
very pleasant evening on Saturday at the residence af Mr.
R osebrugli.

CROSS-COUNTRY RUN.

The Editor of Varsity:
DEAR SIR,-I xvas very inucli astonislied to sc in the

last issue Of VARSITY a'statcnient tlîat it was probable tlîat
the Athletic directorate would not hold the annual cross-
country £un on account of the sniallentry list. It seems
ta nie tlîat the Atbletic directorate cauld lîardly expect a
large entry in view of tbe course thait they had chosen.
The lengtlî of tlîi3 so-called cross-cownti'y mun is, 1 under-
stand, about seven miles, aîîd yet of this distance at least
tlirce ruiles :s ta be run tlîrough the public streets of the
city. If tlie members of the Athletic directorate have been
aver the course tlîey have cliosen, tlîey would see hov\ tatally
unfitted that part of it is tlîat lies along Bloar Street. As
tliere is practically na baulevard, it would be necessary for
the campetitor ta run either in the road or on the sidewalk,
a choice of two evils, for notlîing is more dangerous ai
injurions ta a well-traîîîed athlete tlîan ta mun an a track
as bard as eitber of these would be. Again, it seems ta
me that the distance is tao great, and that a sharter course,
say five miles, would draw a nîuch larger entry. I tbink
the Athletic directorate slîould, in laying plans for this
event, make the mun itself ofnmore importance, and not pay
50 much attention ta tlîe diniier that follows. Tlierefore,
I sbould like ta suggest tlîat in future years, if not iii this,
tlîey sbould shorten the distance aîîd niake it purely and
sîmply a cross-country run, attaching far greater impart-
ance ta the mun thaîî ta the dinner.

Yours, etc., STUDENT.


