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T ~ HL formnai opening of the session of 1881, '8z took
1 place in Convocation Hall oni Mouday, te 7 tb iist.to'clocli Before that hour the audience were as usua

cutertaineti by a libeisi measure. of thât classicai mnusic
peculiar to studenîs, from the gaiiery. As the members of
Senate fileti in thesi were received witb the ulsual cOliege
tramnp . the new member, prof. Fletcher, %vas received
wvith the chant - I'or be's a jolly good fellow. After
prayer by tbe l'iiicipal, C. F. Irclanti, B. Secretarv of
the Board of Trustees, rcad the follosiing minute

At the meeting of the Btoard of Tinstees of ecS
1 'Ilivei sity, beiti at lKtngston t lie 2 7th of .\pril, 1iSS1i t vas
niieveti hy Rcv. Dr. Bell, seconded Ly Rev. MIr. ,aîilatsý
and i i uits resol vedi, -Thiat M r, J oh n Fletch et, .

Prt> 'ofessor of Clstsin the Univ'ersity oif NeiW
Hi iinsst'ick Lt' appoinîcci Irofcssor of Classit's in ibis
Uivei rsi ty, lits enîgagemaent to commnence o, te i ( >f
Octolîtr i iext, an d t t be i n cou forriiy wiitît ii e statures tif

'The Pr~îitcipal

io yon îicce}î the alppoinluelit cf profesSor cf Alicit
Classics uitîci the statutes of tii Ulniversty

I rîOfessor- iletîber-I do.
'ncalîthen, as \'ice-Chatîcellot, do0 1)5 tîctitre

Y(111 cduil î nauguîated Professor of Classics aud ai nicinber

Of te 
8
enate cf this Unîiversity.

The new Professor thon receiveti the conigratulations of
bis colleagues, andi being iîîtroduceti by tire Principal,

delivereci a lecture on -"l'le Benefits of Classical StudY,"
cf ssbhiel file follow,,ing is a synopsis:

I t is not difficult te discover tbe original reaseit for tire
svide-spread emplovmeut of tbe Greck and Latin clas-Sics
as one cf tbe main'aud central suiljects iu universitY edu-
cation. At the rev ival cf letters in the 16th centi y. wiîen
thebhunjan mind l)egan te be stirred with the itei ideas
thon floating i the air, il tul ned in vain for any literattror
tiortby cf the namre, te the wirtors of the Mididle Ages.
Scbolasticisni, lîmiteti andi ciîcîîmscribed by ecclesiastical
tyranny, bati produced notbîng but metaphysical sutîbieties,
anti onîside of the classical literature tbere iras ucither
eloquence, nor poetr-y, nov bistorv, nor pbîlosopby. Latin
iras aireacîs the vernacular cf the leareti in every couritisi
in Europe.- But nlo\r the attention of ail w bout the great
revival bacl reachiet was turneti toirart tbe master-pieces
cf Greece anti Rome as the only literatures deserving the
attention of cultivateti men. Iii the absence of s univer-
sally diffutsat literature sucb as thie nowspapei aitd icaga-
zine cf the presenit day, classîcai subjects formoti tbe one
theme tif ecîtcateti tbougbt andi conversation. For tbe
encouragement anti prosecutie net te new learning, col-
loges anti seminaries, sncb as manly ci those in Oxford anti
Cambridige, we-e.foundeti anti entioweti. Andti Ius the
classical languages seen gaineti sole possession of the fielti
of literature anti education. From the revival et letters to
the present day Ibere bas been no more poirerfitl influence
in moulciing European civilization than the diffusion cf

i'-eck anti Romn ideas. ''Frein the Mitdle Ages dii-
svard,- in tbe irords cf Gladistone, ''modernt European
civîlîzation la a cotnpounld of tsvo great factors ;the Chr is-
tian religion fttr the spirit cf umani anti the Greek anti Romain
discipline for bis mmnd anti intellect." Týo ( bristianity is
due the moral elemeht iii our civulization ; to Greece anti

Rome lte iîîtelioctuai. Upon the~ models of Greoli aud
Roman literatître tbe faste anti literary style of tlie educat-
eti svorl l bave been formied, andc after centturies of emiula-
tien the plil lias never stîrpassed bis master. No modemn
bas attained te the perfect Lirt cf Sophocles andt Virgil or
the descriptive owcîer cf Titucydides anti 'Iacîits to
the sim 1 îlîcitY andt dtgmîity of Heroclotus andi Livy, or tbe
patbetic .tendermiess of Enripides and TIibtiltus. Litera.
turcs so impor tant and inimitable cami nover lie neglecteti
by tble tîiversîtios oif ansi country, tbat is, ci is to Le, the
borne of a claiss oîf liîieary mon. Tiiey are ilitersioveni
w'ith tiie whlîi fabi teof ti- soc ial i fe, aid ci Iouglit, anti
speech anti ccii neod lie set asicie irithout ioweî iîg the
tone o)f or civiliiton. lbey must alssys be valiieti as
contailting a recordi cf lite tboîigiit anti feeling cf tbe an-
cielit rorîid, anid the linkîs tiîat colitteet uis with the intel-
lectuai effort if the pist, 71s the~ repositolies cf tire h adi-
lions cf ceituies oif iiiieiietiiia ltfe ltt nmire utaltien-

L i antgutage cand lit trature 1i n lhii l ses aire b5' ail
ac 1<1 it\i ittgýi t lie itnoît tît s LjOc t s cf stilv, aitd thle
morie ilcpu itn iiîgiiagt's sttîtit't "ii tIttoro andi more
pe 1fer t. iLangulage s lthe eO\ii i o o îf tiiosîlgitt, andc in
stunlyiiig lanliiage vv0, 10 5tinet ctill, sttiii the laVs Oif
Ii at proceis by w h cli Ilictgli t 5 ititii An nitatevet
ai aiseits tand il tti c cs thlit facîiity cf ilingittge, iailict atntd
di eltps the fîctilîr cf îtoilht. luit iaîîgu:îg caniiot Le
51titdio itb ticl sitit(iiiig aiso tflicte li t i ,bicl i t Coiii
s'e* s cati te sitriet if icîlgliage ltis iît tuniy ii gi csp
thue foi-ni cf t b at iaai~igt' wi cii fie t' 1tidici', Luti suits
nlatter, cati spiritî île lites ti t hîe gîtI mnasiers of
loic-nng cati nihes theil ithoîgltts Iii toitj Fittit lthe
ci as'icttl i aigîiage, Loinîg as tiet ailiith iii, t s ierfec t lu
sltrîîînts evor estilveci for lthe expressiotn of tiitugit, tancd
fromn tite classîî'al litteratuî os, aftoriiîg as the5 dît tule Icost

r feet moiclis of liertîî y st ' le lthe writ lias esti seell,
t1re stuîlentt ties the iniosi liii roiîgi discipline \,sbicli
cari Le cieriveti fi tin liiiguîi st te ait il i ueiarv ilsti(y. 1ît is
lier ciaiee for ciassicai stidtis hat il ittis îc cdlo eIt
anti discipline ail the iitteiiecluai faculties, Tieje are
maîîy cîber branîches of stutiy %vish oîîgbt te ticcupy an
imuportantl posit iton ii aiîy avale i of lii eu ail u cciion, Loi i

Lecacise of tlîeir sailt' as etiîcattiinai inîstrunî ts and Le-
cause, at least, soruie kiiosvietge cf thiîc is itet'essaiy to
the mntîal furîiitîire of cîci y t'cucatec iimalt. But il is
clijîec fctr ciassical stuîiy that il dliscipilines antc ciesitp
more cf the iuteiiectîîcl facuities, antd cdisciplinues andc dle-
selopes iien mtore efiectîtalisi ltai) an5' othei oi nc f
universîty sîutiy 'l'îîs : il cuîisates flitc mîernorîy. 'l'le
classîcai sîlîdent st'o tîcîii bec oiuio a îrolicieiît ,cissic

maust colistaiîtiy exerise lus ileiiîuiry il, lxccqung reacly lu
baud a knocwleclge of Graramar anti Voî'abuiiiî 5 , 1listory
anti Pbiilcîg ', sîitiiut sîblicb ite cannio t aîîîiieciate or
it)ster Itis athcrs iiteaiig. tl C lltivales the leasctu
Tbe ciassical stîîîent lias ccîîstcîutiy 10 tiîscriiiitiate anci
deîcîde cri lite proper sty le, on the propel turt tif the sen-
tence, oni tbe propter citcice tif wir is be nunst empîtîx lu
exptress is autiîcî's îîesîiîtg. le lias bo appliy genieri-i
lasa cm Pbiiloiigy, and Giaininar Ici particulai, cases. Ile
lias to resoise comîpouncd senttences ancd cornpuic tiol ci
mbt tbeîr simplle cinipouenis, and toI tae Simtple svcrds
to Ibeir rttits. î-le bas 10 titreati Soule cf lthe mcust iuhri-
cale mazes Of IlîcughtI bLe fouiîd lu any literatuîe. it
cultivates the taste. l'le classicai stutieut, censtanîîy
tîîruiîg oser in bis uîiîd tbose perfect modela ctf lite1 ary
style, ancd ccustcntiy attemptiiîg 10 Sttan in sorte ineasure
biniseif, li lthe iieauty anti potwer cf tbe original, troi nus for
lîîmseif a bigi standtard oif liîerary excellentce antI lias bis
titin sou] fiieti sîitît al lîtve cf lthe beautiful anttirue. it
cuitivates the inmaginatiton. Trbe classical studejît lias ho
falloir some cf lthe Loicest figbîs oser taken Ly te louan
fancy ; andti îe cificuity cf the icîlguage culs' serves lii
impi ess the iltuagel y ruîî lte imtaginationt ' Buot, apart


