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F LYI NG is better than Il piuckingr " pigeons--the former
Lis a rîew amusement for citizens who xvure treated on

Sunday morning last to the spectacle of 62,000 birds being
set free frorn their osier cribs bctween 4 and 10.3:0 o'ciock.
There werc seventeen dlocks liberated froni the base of the
Eiffli Toxver, arranged according to regions ; the birds hav-
tlie Iongest distance to dly over, to the frontiers of Spain, to
llolland and Marseilles, were first set at liberty ; the last
birds o' freedom were those beionging to the region of Paris.
Ail the birds had been sent by rail to Par'is where volunteer
ladies and gentlemen received and cared foir tbemr with grains
and water tili set free to dly back to their nests. There was
a great gathering of tire curious despite the early bours.
Pi'esident Fautre arrived at seven o'elock, but lie rises with
the lark. The baskets of birds were classified according to
the 17 geographical regions, and intervals of 28 to 15 min-
utes elapseri hetween eaciî big lighit. When the birds ari'ived
borne the hour of their reacbing their riests was iminediately
telegrapbied back to Paris to the office of Le Petit ourenal
tbat bad organized the whoie spectacle. The quickest fligbt
was that of a pigeon which arrived in Abbeville, a distance of
99 miles ini 118 minutes. Some birds flew a distance of :350
miles ; the shortest flight was 30 miles-to Fontainebleau-
and was donc in 73 minutes. It took a pigeon 5 htours 56
minutes to dyv to Lyons, 3 bours :32 minutes to reacli Brus-
sels and 15 bouî's 24 minutes to ar-rive ait, Bayonne, the fron-
tiei of Spai. Thie average fiying speed was 40 miles an
boni'. No r'eports bave reaclied toxvn of missing birds.

Perlîaps the most singular part of the sport was the
,settiîîg frec cf the bîrds ; after aIl lmad been fed and wateî'ed
.- tbey were beavy drinkers. The bîrds tlew up skywards
tilI they recailed a dlock of swaliows ; tbey then surveyed space
in gyrating, and having boxed tîmeir comrpass, i!mid down thieir
charts to a feather, and slided downwards borte. Vcry mariy
pr'ess ir, iii order to l)e at the start-4 au.i.sat up aIl
nighit--those wbo do îlot go) to bed aie always early il'isr
tlien wlmat signifies two bours later titan oî'diniary bcd hours?
The niigbt was lovely, recalling a Neapolitan sky an1 tlie
sof test cf î'cfîesiîing zephyi's. The pî'essmen passed the sinali
bouis in Il extr'a parliamientary utterances," or' vrote a dis-
patelu, to lie eîîcased ini a quili, wisbing anr editm' lundreds
of nmiles away l'the top of tlic înotning." Titen a ciate was
fou mîd witi pigeons bclcnging to tue town required, the quili
wvas, soon attached to the tail antd in a short tinie the carrier'
was in mid air and win ging back to home and duty. Ilow-
ever, a more interestimtg side of the sport cir experintent will
be the liberating of some bundreds of carrier pigeons in the
ocean, o.ff the west of France, at various distances up te 400
miles. A special steamer has been cbartered. The points
te settle are, can the pigeon be as sure of its home route over
sea as ovet' land, and hîow far the bird can dly without seek-
ing rest? Many carrier pigeons have to rest when fiying
Irente. Z

The French are glad the Kiel fêtes are terîninated, tite
Nwlîole affair was agaimmst their stomach and the populace will
keep) a milk tooth against minîsteis for sending the war sbips
te, huzza Emperor William, and so let down Alsace and Lor-
raine. For tbe Gerînans there is ne Alsatian question. It
must hiave been a Teuton wbo indulged in the questionable
joke cf banging a wrcatlt on the railing cf the equestrian
statue te Louis XIV in the Place des Victoires w, the Ilre-
stoxer cf Alsace te France !" Turenne's body-whicb lias
neyer decomposed and was neyer embalmed-might indulge
in a few twitcbes of merriment at that compliment to lus
Palatinate bumnanity. Nor aie the French grateful te
Russia who was tbe means cf dragging tbem into the Kiel
business. Indeed there is a vcry remarkable Ildrop "in
entbusiasrn for the Franco-Russian alliance, and tbe journals
opposed te that coôperative diplomacy are very outspeken.
The matter will be fairly tested if the Fr'ench subscribe te
the Russian concession te raise the 250 million francs
te buy the Japs eut cf Port Arthur, the better te facilitate
the Russian footbold in China. There appears te be seme-
thing like a bitcb in the boan negotiations with China.

The advent of the Marquis cf Salisbury te power, is a
kind cf boît from the blue for the French; for tirem, bie is
another Palmerston, and will have ne half measures. Hie is
a man, tbey say, wbo knows what he wants and is resolved
te have it. The duel hetween himiself and M. Hanotaux
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wviil be interestin- to follow. The French admit the coali-
c

tion mrnstry coflsi8ts of very able and (iecided nmen, that
xviii fot allow the grass to grow under their feet, and -who
xviii rapidly make the foreign policy of Engiand anythflg
but a fleg/it'ale quawtité. It bias corne at an awkward
momfent, whien England is decided to reforni, strengtbefl and
expand lier' defensive forces, and last, but flot ieast, shre lias
the triple alliance to fall back upon. France bias admitted
to be foriiy allied with lic heereditary enemy of Eng,,,lanid
-Russia ; that justifies England's action to ally hierseifli

necessary, with the liereditary eneîny of France-GeriaîY'
Lt is Turkey and China that will be first tcsted and tapped,
to sec wbat thiere is in the Franco- Il ussia ri alliance, about
which the scel)tics are stili sceptical. Japaîî becoînes now a
formidable factor in the diplinacy of England in thec far
East. Perbaps the coming events xviii compel the reductioli
of arnianents, for it is needless to say public opinion 011lY
views as bypocricies ail the fustian ani cickoo repetiticfl5

about place. Fewer cannons, iess mnagazine rles, reduced
stocks of explosives and missiles, only that wiIi convinCe thle
taxpayer. B3rief : foreign questions pending arc expected
to receive a rapid solution one way or thec othier. 80 Much
the better.

The proposai to exhibit a modei of tlhe Ilfirst exhibitioni
ever held in the world," anîd that is claimied to have takefl
place in Paris, as the c/on, the only one as yet fotind, for
the 1900 Fair, does riot catch on. The exhibition the
Frenicb daim as tlic parent type was simiply a three days
fair of Frenchi manufactures, organized by Napolean. Tire
first exhibition, internationaiiy undcrstood and tire onlyý one
ài propos, was that invcnited by the Prince Consort, and
opcnied in London in 1851. ilonour to whoîn honout' is dire.

What is poetry coming to ? A grinder Of staflzas
describes a smilc to be I the moustache of flic sou1 

"-flie
composer is flot a capillary artist. IIow xvili ladies like
showing suci inustaches? Truc, the poet's countrynicit have,
ni somle instances, cisa'rreeable hirsutes on upper lips and of,
cheeks-tley look anytlîing but soui-suggesting or s1lliliiig.

TIhe marrnage of Alexander Dumas fils, at flic ripeag
of 71, to Madame Ré*gnier, widow of the actor, lias takefl
mny by surprise, the more s0 as bis wvife, a Russian lady,
liut palsie(l silice years, is not a ycar dead. Lt is an ;' inltel-
lectuai love match." Madame Régnier is a mlostÜ acco~
plishied lady, and bas been a literary iEgei'ia for I)iîmas.8
Hie neyer wrote a play %vithout consulting bier ;sie acted UP
t> the rôle of lieri ythological namesake, foi' shc evel' Pro-
phiesied that Dumas wouli become fainous.

The i ftb of July fê^ýtes this year promise to have mlore
life than biitherto; the local committees in tire wards of the
citv are receiving plenty of contributions to secure that "ail

will go rnerry as a marriage helU"Z

Letters to the Editor.

THE CANADIAN FLAG-

,su, - You lave al
ready received sO friarîy
letters on the Cfail
flag question that I. tr~ust
an additional one ~1il flot
burden you miuch.

I wisil to add a
in favour of the waple lea.f
but in addition to tbe la

would propose the us 1tlie seed vessels als. 
would. suggest aslge

large, vigorous leafa h
p main feature, and forth

fitting representati'ofi h
the provinces, a seed vessel for each, bearingr as it doe

germi of life winged like Mercury's sandals suggestive le
healthy and progressive spirit of the land of the
Leaf. R' IIOLM1ý1S.

Upper Canada College, July 3, 1895.

THE NEW CANADIAN FLA(4. letter$
SiR -1 bave read with much pleasure the varioust reb1

wlîich have appeared in your paper, as they show tha - for
interest is being excited on the suhject of a new desigl


