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'hown bOw ta do it with certainty tbat the
a"flUnt given would be used effectively for
the relief of distress, ta warthy persans, ani
'il 8Uch a way as ta injuare neither the char-
acter, nor the self-respect of those receiving
i'~ Suppose soume plan to be deviseci by
Which all mo0ney contributed could be use 1
o0 gie elnPloyment ta the actually destitute

1iPon Saille work wbich would be for the
geflerai goad of the city and its citizens,
arid 5 0ne efficient means ta bu put in opera-
ti0rl for takinc, the contributions of ai wbo

oud willingly cintribute for sucli an
objecte can it be daubteci that a very large
'Ur" cauld be raised in a week i Thcre
eauld be nu difficulty in providing such

wk. hiaEa-(lozen great projects suggest
theinseîve at once. What is wanted" but
Org"aizti 00 on the voluntary principle

\Vhatever defects may still exist in the
illethads Of instruction used in aur colleges
and Public Schools-and there is, we be-
1ievet yet nîuch roomn for iniprovement-~
thore can be no doubt tlîat those înethods
&re far si perior ta those which were in vogue
a halE. cent0 ry ago. The reproduction of
the illtlijone af Sophocles by thoue nt
of , 1 Jaiversit

the nivesityof Toronto, %hicb is coin-
hiented upon elsewhere, illustrates inely in
crie Particular what we understand by

tho8e 'Mproved inethods. In aur collpge
llayR 't Wais (leemed sullicient if the student
Vere able, by diligent use of lexicon and

gtlllar, wark out a tolerably caberent
trailsîtioîî OF the wards spolcen by the dif-
ferent characters represented in a Greek
play, gieS.

COUnt 0f e more or lcss intelligible ac-
e0n fthe plot, and get a scanning ac-

qiay' with tlie intricacies of the verse.
ro' that the average stuýlent, if ter sucli8ta idY, was able to enter inta the spirit of

1iterat or sterpiece of tragedy, uit ber as
vertate as draina, wol e efear,to lVrsttethe rusults of the clasc raam

The failuru ta do this, tu say no-
1hing 'f Oth(r dufucts front the educational

vîueIlw, deprived bim, in a <'reat
ie)o gth~e enjoyment wbich is ane of

4 i fergtet reust d of such toil. Very
toren nustbe herusult intecase o

tle "t'dents Who have befare tbem as
golr9al the actual ri-production af the

ps %Pon a stae It is ovusynoces-

tey bu sccess in sucli reproduction that
ity be al o realizu, as far as possible,

'0 te spirit of the times in which the
Ocle arlocatud, and the actual concomit-

0 85bî0 tha maniner and speech. h is
n bif ta cauld one of the old ad mirers
0rOphce bave re-appearud in the

h5e .t Academy af Music the other day,
'~thave faund raoon for grave critic-

ehe for amusement at the way in

îl aetisn century amateurs concuiv-
Sthe lie and thaught of thosu wbo moved
the Qhrld'5n stage long centuries before

I% b rita8ra. But faone the luss, there
the, 18c,0dOubt that the attumpt to carry

tir% and their audience for a little
nO the beroic past was on thu
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whole succussful ta a degree which well en-
titled the performurs tu the double reward
they rcuived, in having beun able ta give
pluasure of a Iiigh order ta a cultured audi-
ence, and in having their own conceptions
of the muaningy and spirit of this noble play
clariflud ta a degree wvhicb would have been
scarcely attainable by any other process.

N EWSPAPER LIREL.

The alarming increase of actions for
libel against newspapurs is rousing the press
of the country ta arins against the facilities
for attack and the difficulties of defence
affarded by the presenit law. Whatever lie
the cause of the plagup, the facts of its ex-
istence, extent, and virulence cannot be
doubted. 'rhere are at present more suitors
in full cry after newspapers than there
have been at any titne for years past.
Scarcely a week passes that we do flot hear
the wail of sorue unfortunati, caught in the
tails of the law. This Jý,,yptian visitation
is not due ta any degeneracy or want of
robust virtue in the press itself. \Vhatever
wealcness of fibre there niay bc in other
things, there are no signs of decay in Cana-
dian journalisin. The newspaper press of
the countr-y was neyer more resppetible,
mnore vigoraus or more healthful in tone, or
butter conducted than it now is. The le îd-
ing journals in the large centres and the
local papers af the country neyer Hhowed
higher intelligence or sounder judgmyet
in their management. TLhis we can say
witb confidence, while freely admitting oc-
casianal indiscretions, or a lapse here and
there fromt the straight path of rectitude.
Thie gruat body of publislier., who are men
o? honor, sbould not be harassed for the sins
of a few who, wittingly or unwittingly,
provoke the law and its penalties.

The prusunt onslaught on the press is bv
saine of aur contumporaries laid at the door
of the legal profession. Il A certain class
of lawyers," it is said, ainidst a dearth o?
legitimate business, are taking ta scourging
the nuwspapers for a living. This censure
may or may fat be duserved. It must be
ramtembered, however, that the lawyers,
whatever be their professional status, can-
flot tbrivu witbaut clients ; and without in
the luast seuking ta excuse reprehiensible
practices, eithur by the one or the other,
we sbould say that the law which purmits
these is the bine for which thure should bu
an antidote. What i8 the antidote for a
wanton, vindictivu, or mercenary libel suit
And wben and haw sbould it be applied 1
Having regard ta the intricacies of lihel
law,and the camplex evils whîch it is intend-
ud ta muet, these are questions not easily
answered.

The second of a suries af special articles
which are appuaring in the Saturday editions
of the Empire bas dealt ably with this sub-
ject. The writer is Mr. John King, Q.C.,
Lecturer at the Ontario Law Scbool. Mr.
King is an acknowledged authority on the
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law o? newspaper libel, besides being a law
yer a? ability and wide experience in bis
professian. His recent contribution ta the
question is valuable and suggestive, and is
marked by bis well-known qualities as a
wrîter. Mr. King points out and discusses
clearly and concisely same of tbe anomalies
a? the present law, and certain remedies
worth cansidering in regard ta tbem. A
numbur of amendinents, giving magazines
and montbly trade papers the bunefits of
those Partions o? the Libel Act designed for
newspapers, and enlarging,, the privîlegus a?
tbe press witb respect ta reports of praceed-
ings in courts of justice, were, as bu sbows,
suggested to the Dominion Legislature wben
it was considuring the libel clauses of the
Criminal Code,' and were adopted. These
amendments, bue argues, may very properly
lie incorparated ini the Act wbicb regulates
tbe pracedure in civil actions for damages,
Sanie amendinents are also indicated as ta
privileged reports o? public meetings.

Thei publication a? a judge's charge ar
judgnment was always supposed ta bu pro-
tected, but Mr. King perceives a lurkîng
dlanger' in new spaper reports of such deliv-

erace 'li hibt5 judicial tribunal in
England bas beld, it seeins, that a report o?
a judicial charge or judgment is net neces-
sarily privileged. When this unlooked-
for decision was braugbt under tbe notice
o? tbe Dominion Lugislature, provision was
made in thc Code for avurtin g the mischiuf,
so far as criminal prosecutions for libel are
concernied. A siînilar remedy should bu
given as ta actions for damages, whicb are
of far more frequent occurrence ; and Il no
argument," it is truly said, Il is needed ta
rucommend the lamendment ta the Lugisla.
ture.",

Wbat are called by the writer Il second-
ary libels," and the actions for these, cansti-
tutu "onu of the principal grievances,or rath-
er succession of griuvancus,closely connected,
which puibli8hers are subject ta under the
present !ýtw." Tbe following statement is
given o? these and o? tbe annoyances at-
tcnîding thuin

These actions usually arise out of
news itemns supplied by telegraph, or other-
wise, ta onu or more city journals, and
which are thence capiud into local news-
papers tbroughaut tbe country. The itemis
înay l)e erroneous, and tbey may or may
flot bu defamatary, but, being rucuivud froin
a commun or trustworthy source, and
througb the ordinary channels a? newspaper
intelligence, tbey are publishud in perfect
good faith and with an. exorcise af ail the
ruasonable care thut could bu expected
under the circumstances. In cases o? this
character actions are oten threatenud, and
the publisher who is thus notified, perbaps
for the first time, a? the objectionablu item,
at once makes evury reparatian possible in
tbe way of corretion and apology. Nat-
withstandin g this be is suied for damages.
Sometimes the action thus commenced is
vigoroubly prosecuted for the sole purposu
of mulcting him heavily in costs. At other
times-and this course is otun adoptel1 in
the case of plaintifs financially worthless-
the publisher is inormed that if bu will


