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and French rule ; with tire story of tire Amenîcan Xar

and the designs ani policy of the United States in thc

country. The story is welI and entertainingly toîl, sud

the volume wil be found s useful if net very valuable

addition te the series te which it belongs.

ANIERIcAN LITERATURE: 1607.188,5. By Charles F. Rich-
ardson. Vol. ii. Anierican Poetry and Fiction.
New Yerk and London : G P, Putnam'sq Sons ; To-

rente : Willianison and Cempany. 1,S89.

\Ve have here tbe concluding volume of Mr. Richard-

io's IlSurvey of American Literature," a work which

fsirly earus a place arnong tbe critical expositions cf the

literature of the American people, alongside the more

laborate literany history new sppearing from the 1en of

Professer Moses Cit Tyler, of Cerneli University. To

the Canadian, as welI as te the English reader, Mr. Riicb-

ardsen's more compact werk will ne doubt be prefenreni, as

it gives ail tbe essential facts, witit s fair and muoderateiy
restraineni estimate of the chief writers in the varied

departurnts of American creative work. Its range is net

se extensive as the range of Professer Tylers ork, nor

dees it profess te giveC much in tbe way of illustrative
extract. Fer those wbo waut that, cycleps'dis o f Ameni-

eau literature are available, te whicir tbe student cari turu

for specimens ; tbough the seeker, if be wisbes te pre-
serve is respect fer the literatrîre of the New World, bad

better net wesry or confuse bimself by au eager thirst te
exyplore the mammoth compilations wliich publishens have

Put on the market embracing the product ef the entire
field of American iterary activity. We bave ourseives 5an

uuhaliowed memory of the dreary time we had in going
tbrougb Duyckiuck's esrly "ICyclep-,Idia of Amenican Lit-
erature," aud the modern works of its class mnust be ef still
more appalling proportions. Even in Mr. Richardsen's
work we find it somewbst tedieus te follow bis enunvŽra-
tien of miner writers wbo bave coutrilîuted little te the
enricbmeut of lus country's literature. Ou the wbnle,

howeven, we have net icb te quarrel witb in tire work
liefere us, for our suther bas lighteued bis craf t of the

beavier freigbt te bc fouud in mest histories of the nations
literature, with advantage te its sailing as well as to its
stayiug qualities. The volume deals with the peet and
the uovelist. We bave criticai estimates of the former
from the time of Poe, Bryant, and Emerson te that of
Stedman, Aldrich, and Walt Whitman ; and of the latter
from the time of Hawthorne, Cooper, sud Irving te that
of James, Cable, and Hewells. The grouud gene even is
coniderable when we bear in mind that the witens belong
vntirely te tire pieseut century, sud thiat Mr. IRichadson
bas swept eut of lus Pantheon msny who bad expectations
of filing a niche in every temple erected te letters in the
lanîd. The author dees justice te tbe naines entitled te
rank among American meu-of-etters and bis exposition
and appraisemeut cf their work may be ssid te be weii
and lainly doue. He is paiustaking and couscientieus,
and theugli there are limitations te bis pewers of criticismi
sud insight, is judgmentS are, on tbe wbole, te be cer-
meuded. We get a very intelligent notion of American
fiction aud its developînents from the author, and this is
neo littie praise when we eail te mid its vast range, f roin
the early colonial scbeol of Hawtborne sud Irving te that
cf the modemn psycbological novel. The authe's chapter
on Il Later Movements in Ainerican Fiction " is a speially
careful sud appr-eciatie, bit of writing. Mn. Richardson
i; ne lesas siccessful in bis analysis of the peets, and bis;
estimates are discininating sud, above ail, witbeut preju-
dlice or undue isudation. Iu this depatment be lias had the
advantage of tbe critical work of Mn. Stedman and other
sale appraisers of Ainericari verse, and if bis criticismns are,
net always either original on profounid, tlîey are at least
intelligent î'nd just. 'We sbould bave liked te bave m'ade
some extracts f non the work, but te aur readers this will
Ie bardly 1îccessary, as Mr. Ricbardson inay be toieralily
sure of findîng a place in most Canadian lilîranies.

Tus excellent series of mouograpbs, Il Engiish Mon of
Action," which bsd for its initial issue Colonel Sir Wîn
Bîîtler's itgLfe of GereraI Gýordoii," bas lîeeu oloed u u
with twe additionai volumes. Thiese are Il Henry the

Filth, bytheRev. A. J. Chîurcb, sud Il Livingstonie," 11
Tlhomas Hughles, Q.C., author of "lTom Brown at Oxford.'
(Macmillan sud Cormpany, London sud New York.) Tir<
volumes are uuiform witb tbe IlEnglish Men of Letters"
series, se favourahly kuewn, sud are admirable condensa-
tiens, sîited te the wants of a busy age, of biography and
history. In II Henry the Fifth " we bave ail the Isets of

historY essential te a general kuowledge of the short bu'
billiaut ers of tbre second of tire Lancastrian Kings. The

.hiel event of the reign, as every scboolboy knows, wa9
the Conquest of France, at the turne tomn by internai fac-
tiens under the imbecile, Charles VI. The autlor clearlY
sets forth tire grounds of llenry's dlaim te the French
Crown, the failure cf the negotiations, sud the invasion 01
France ; sud tbpn usîccinctly riarrates the chief incident
in the Battle of Agincount, aud those cennected wîti
Henry's later campaigus in France, terminating witb thE

Siege of Meaux sud Henry's early deatb. The Lellard

eutbreak is aise fittingîy, thougb briefly, dealt wit ; anè

some space is taken up with au accounit of Heury's earlj

life, as the "Prince Hal," of Shakespeare, l'the reckless

billiaut lad, now handying jests witb bullies and sets ir

city taverns, uow leadiug bis troops te victory ou tb(

field of Shrewsbury." The auther, cf course, dees nel

undertake te give us any portrait of Hlenry at this turne
legs sober or more consonant with history than we have 1
in Shakespeare's sketch of him, "las the Prince liai, wbo
spoils Falstaff of bis ilI-gotten boety at Gadsbill, and
lauglis at humi and with hum ever his cups in Eastcbeap."
Ile admits a laxity in the yonug priuce's life duriua the
years that preceded bis accession te the throne ; but tbpre
is, be affirins, Ilabsolutely ne evideuce te show that Henry 1t
was accustomed te tbe seciety of vicieus and dîsreputalule
companieus." The sketch of tbe career of David Living-
stone, tbeîîgh exceedingly brief, bas the menit of being
grapbically told in terse and vivid language. The subject
could hardly bave fallen inte better bands than these of

Mr. Thomas Hughes, biniself a fine type of the îîîuscular
Christian. Within the cempass of a couple of hundred
pagÎ,es, the autbor net only sets before the reader the main
facts in the life work of that louely yet resolute explorer

and nissionary in tbe Dark Continent, but aise enzibles ils

te grasp the springs aud motives of Livingstone's devotion

te the cause he bad se nohly and self sacriciugly espoused.
In bis losing chapter Mr. Hugbes devetes seme space te
the censideration of tbe grave aspect of affairs in tbe scene

of Livingstone's labeurs in East Central Africa, where the

success of missienary work is iniperilled by the recent
active bostility of those interested in tbe slave trade. "lA
great change," Mr. Hughes remarks, "hbas occurred in tbe

stainduring the last year, and a crisis bas arisen
which bas brought te a bead the Central and East African
controvcrsy betweert cross and crescent, the slave trade
and free industry. No Englishman," be adds, Ilwill doubt
the final issue ; but it is equally certain that the victery
bas yet te l>e won, and will net be won easily. t is well

that this slîould be known and taken te beart as wîdely as

possible." Mr. Hughes, lîowever, looks bepefully te ce-

eperation on the seaboard witb Gerinany te defeat the
machinations of those wbo are openly cenniviug at the
"lave trade anîd delayiug the redemptien of Afnica.

L[TERARY AATD PERSjONAL GOSS'IJ',

D. LeTnîcOi'COMP'ANY bave issued a collection of short
sitories by Ujalmar jorthlîioyescni, entitled " Vagabond
Tales."

'fiir Canadian volumte of the " Winîdsor Peoets'" series
is anneunced hy Walter Scott, the publisher, as soon te lie

issued.

'1'H veîîeralile historian, George Býancroft, bas been
compelled by bis wanig mîental powers toe eitirely cesse

bis iterary work.

AMioNG the recent publications by ('assell &(Co. of

New York, is a novel entitled" Il ented -A 1-tusband(,"
which already promuises te bave a large sale.

HmOUGITON, MIFFLIN & Ce. are te bring eut, toward
the close of this nrontb, John Fiske's book entitled I'he
War of Independence," wbich wiIl follow close on thîe

publication ef bis IlBeginnings of New Blngland."

A veLu nI of Arctic travels, !îy Herbent Li. Aldrich,
wilhe îîub)lisihed in Chicago by Rand, MeNally, and Com-
pany, in a few montbs. it will relate iargely te Siberia
and Alaska, including incidents of whaling operations.

Ti standard miscellaneous books formprîy publihed

1)y 'icknor & Ce., of Boston, are bereafter te ie p îlîlished
by 110euglton, Mifilin &, Ce. Tbis will add 'let a few

populan and valuable publications te a catalogue ali'ea<ly
remarkably nîch.

r PîtoFESOîtlHUXLEgY, after a lon,, abstention freni

iterary laboeur, owing te il bealthi, is 10w taking te, thie
t Peu witlî renlewed vigour. leielbas an article in the cur-
1,rent ,ineteeuth Ceitury, and otlier magazine papers hy
1 biîî are announccd.

yMR. W. BERtNARtD SAIUNDERS, of Peterborough, Eng.
land, is about te edit a new local autiqiiarian quarterly
te lie termed Notes and Quteries. The Alhenoeenrtbinks
tbe Feu country should be able te supply a large store of

'f hitherte uurecorded folk-lore.

Msst.S. W. PARTRIDOF & Ce. anrieunce iii connec.

e tien with their series of Il Popular Piographies,ý," the
îollowing twe volumes: l'Johin Bright, thi, Man of the

y Pe>ople,11yJ esse Page, and IlHenry M. Stanley, the

o African Explorer," by Arthur Momtefiore, F. RG

Il MR. F. MARION CRAWFORD is trying lis band nt
4_biography. He is writing a volume for the seriesi of

î IEîîglisb Men of Action " on Sir John H-awkwoed. The
If series, by the way, promises very well. Walter Besant,

t Clarke Russell, aud Archibald Forbes are writiug for it.

e MR. BRIGHT'S last literary work was th(e revisiolu cf
8 the preface te a reprint of Jonathan Dymoiîd's Il nquiry

into the Accordancy of War witb the Principies of Christ-
Yianity." T1he book embodies the uncobnproiising con-
b demuation of war that is associated witb Bright's- naine.
ýf Its suthor was a linen-draper.

ýs
h HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN AND COMPANY will soon publisb tbe

ýe first volumes of au Illustrated Library Edition if Thack-
d eray. It will be printed frein large type, and wiil centain

d twelnty-two volumes, illustrated with over 1,600 pictures

y frem designs by Tbackeray aud varions artists. It wil h

3,more complete than any edition yet publisbed.

n DouGLAS SLÂDEN is te return te, Canada, early in June,
ie aud pass the montb at Quebec. He thien, witlî bis famiiy,

t joins Roberts at Windsor, N. SI, wbere an amssemblly cf

Miaritime Province li;tteraieurs will probably take place.
In the autumu lie returns toe ngland. Meanwhile he is
pîutt.in- togetiier bis American poetical anthology ini New
York.

A NEw edition of "A Book of Versos," lîy Williami
Ernest ileniley, is just about to be issued by Messrs.
Scribrier and \Velford. This edition bias been revised by
th- author, andi is i4sued directly uîîder his authority. I t
wiIl also <'ontain an adclitional povem. I t wilI bc renieîîî-
bered that Robert i]jouis Stevenson dedicatedIl ''Virginilaîs

Puerisque " to Mr. Rienlcy.

WVILLIAM SHARP', the Englisli <ritic andlw*, oI<o
of " Sonnets of 'This Century," and general editor of tbt

Canterbury Peets " series, etc., is comîiîig to Canada netx t.
Octeber and will remiain a few dlays between Queli'c,
Montreal and Toronto, tbeni proceeding« to 11oston anI New
York. 'lhp, Society of t ana<lianIÂI I-rat ure aI. ont-r,'al
will probaly rpceive bue iitlere..

Titi, Eiperor of China, says the h Jn< r asitt4t.
issued or<lers for the preparaticîr of a history of the.
Mohanîniedan rebellions in Yunnani, Kaîisub, Siiensi, and
Turkestan, and five memibers of the (Mrand Couneil have
been named as the coinmnittee te whomn the, work is in-
trusted. Similar officiai histories have alreade been writ-
ten of the Taeping and Nienfei revolts.

A SMIALL quarto volume containing nine îîlays, tive of
them by Shakespeare, but net tirst editions, was recently
sold in London, by Messrs. Sotheby, Wilkinson, and Hodge,
at the enormous price of ý2590. In the sanie sale a copy
of Audubon's Il Birds of Ainerica " reaiized £f315 ; IlPry-
mer after the use of Saruni in Englysshe," 1555, t3-2 los,;
Burns's peems, first edition, soiled, £60.

SPEAKING of the plaintive pessrîism which is the pre-
vailing tone of the niinor poets of the present day, the
Athrenoeur calls themn a lot of Ilgolden-mouthed but
lugubrious singers" whose Il banefuies " are Il redolent of
cultured melancboly." Amid aIl the brigbtest scelles of
earth witb laughter rippling around thein and sundilit
glinting upon their yellow curls, tbey persist in being
wretchedly miserable.

A WORK will shortly appear on Sir )cloin Franklin's
fate, claiming to show that its discovery was tlircugli a
revelation made to a littie child seven years of age, to
whom was revealed the locality where the ships wenild
lie found, and hew they could be reachied ; and that after
the great expeditions of the Goverutiient, extending over
a period of seven years, bad proved fruitless, the eilborts cif
Lady Franklin, guîded selely by the revelation of tlhe lit île
cbild, were crowned with complete success.

UJNnart the titie of Il Further Remin-iscences," a second
volume of Il My Autobiography and Rem iniscerîces, " by
W. P. Frith, the distinguished Royal Acadeiniciaîî, is
published by Harper & Bros. 'The people wheflgure i it
are, among others, Charles Dickens, Sir Edwin Landseer,
Mrs. Maxwell, M. E. Braddon, Robert Browning, John
R{uskin, Thonmas Hardy, Mrs. Lynri Linton, F. Anstey,
Anthony Trollope, Du Maurier, and Tenniel.

ALMOST the enly new English peet who has won a way
into American magazines in the past two or three years is
Mrs. Gralîam R. 'II'mson, a collection of whose verse is
about to be issued by L-ongmans, Green & Ce., alinost at
the ;ami, time that they publish Col. lligginson's pocîlîs.
Mrs. .roinsol'q book is called " The Bird Bride ; a Volume
of Baliads and ýSonnets." ''llie titi6 baliad is of ititerest
te Aiîiericans in that it is an Esquimau legend.

AT a recent sale in London of volunmes froînt te lilîrary
of the Duke of Buccletieb, the following pric-es were ci)-
tained :Boccaccio'5 "oIl )ecaiueroneý," the Giunta edition,
1527, boîînd in variegat<d leatliers, by Padeloup, 1851.
*Juliana Barries, Treatyses Perteyning te H-awkynge ami

H (tyg,)tc, printed hy Wynkyîide de Worde, ini [496

(im perfect , 441. ; C axton, " h h o i l s o n l n ,

14 80, 4701 ; another copy (imperfect), second edition,
1482, 451. Il"Les Grands Chroniques de St. Denis," an
illuminated inanusCript on velluîîî of the Fifteenth Ceil-
tury, 981. ; Caxton, "Dictes and Sayengis of the Philoso-
phers," first cditieîî, Westminster, 1477, 6501. ;C,îxtoii
IHigden, D)iscripcion of B3ritayneý," 1480 (repaired), 1951.;

C~axton, "Il yal Býook, or liookc for a King," traîîslated
frein the Frencb, and printed lîy Caxton ini the Il seeeîîul
yere cf thie liegne of Kyîîg Rychard the Tlîyrul," 365/s.

Tii a evetilow of Uic Nule for the year 1888 lias proveil
aî greal. <lîsaster to the lanîd of îEgypt ou1 accoujît, of ils
beêing insufficienct to flood its accustoîîîeî areas. l'lie cul-

tivated land of lUpper Egypt amounts to :ý),331 ,000 acres,
and of this îîearly one-seventh is this yeai lest, .o agri-
culture. This aise mneans a correspoiidi<ig loss of revenue
te the 'Government, as unwatered lands are îîot tas cd.
The nîost serieus aspect of the case is the fact tlîat large
bodies of the people, varying frein oue-tentlî te one-sixtiî
of the whole populationi, are depi'ived of their iitens Of
subsistence. Lowver E.-ypt, flot go dependent upon t he

summer flood, if; in mîich better condition. The areas lest
te cultivatien this year will înet lie restored uxîtil he flnood

of 1889 begins about .J uy, the bigliest point lîeiîîg reýaeýhed
between the middle and the end of Octeber. In 1I887 the
flood was destructive of preperty ou sccoune of its excess,
wbiclî aîîîounted to a risc of over five feet miore tha iîaîîsîal,
anîd three feet moire tijan the sale tflood liieut.


