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let us-what shall we do? There does net seemn to be

much answer at band. Many a haif-thinker will confound 1

John Ward's temperament with his faith, and glorify E

Helen's disposition into the religion of which she had net1

J a scrap, but which she so -wrely needed. And meanwhile i

the morbid conscience of hini-or more likely her-who

bas somewhat confusedly based holy living on certain long-

believed and never-scrutinized doctrines, suddenily finds

jtBelf confronted with the manSeuvres of a sham battie ofi

beliefs. Uneounted damage is like to result in the de-

struction of the iiic forces; in faith shaken and courage

daunted hy a fitght that means nothing, a defeat where the
enemay are but friends clothed for the time in the garments
of an imaginary bostility.

Still worse harm is threatened by that other novel of

the day, IlRoliert Elsuiere." One hundred thousand copies

of it are already scattering their seeds of difficulty in every

sort of nmental soit. People who do nlot know the meaning

of testimony are forthwith convinced that the Scriptures

are a cunningly devised fable. Mcoi and women wbo neyer

dreamed a doubt are throwinig overboard the faith they

have suddenly discovered it shows mental weakness to

hold. The boyish student learns that intellectual 'Igood

form" requires him. to be a sceptic, and that it is pure

iunadulterated Philîstinisma to believe anything. The

secious and unanswered arguments of the marionettes

woelips speak the changing accents of one voice, the

difficulties writ large and wanting the solution which is

hidden away or pushed round the corner-these things

and more of their kith and kin have set out in serried

rnks to destroy the faith of the world. The fascinated

redrdoes nlot stop to discover thar, lack of sympathetie

appreciation bas led the writer, with ahI ber care, into

m uch misrepresentatioii of life and tbougbt and belief ;

th at the dramatie necessities have enabled ber to avoid

real argument, and to leave great gaps in her proofs. In

î fact, few of her readers are trained theologians, to discover
athe first glimpse that the writer heracîf is net, and to

ineet ber suprenie assomiption with fiat denial, or to remind

hrthat many of ber chief positions are long since answered

and forgotten. Nor is it by any ineans a smati mattor
tat this novol is made a dividing line ini faith. The haîf-

cnvinced are carried along without reflection by its force

and power to a destination tey neer would have reaced

alnand doibeat and fomreood. riT he isbu adope

or forsaken because a part seems to be truc or false. Tbus

the gravest and most ditîlcutît questions of thougbt and
belief are determined by the cbarms of a hoe, or the

exigencies of a plot, and religion itsehf becomes a matter
of snap judgment.

The sensational nove1 is no less a firebrand in drawing-

room or library than in the nursery.-The Critic.

TUF KEEWATIN D)ISTICT: A FIELD. FOR ENOLISII SPORTSMEN.

IN an interesting letter which Sir Ciharles Tupper, the

Higb Commissioner for Canada, has j ust received f rom the

Hon. John Schultz, Lieut. -Governor of Manitoba, that

gentleman says ho has, since bis installation at Winnipeg,

been trying to find ou!. ail he can regarding the resources

of the district of Keewatin-that is, of the portion net

usually traversed by tîhe lludson's Bay Comipany's boats,

and by the winter sleigh routes. Mr. Scbuîtz's present

inquiries bave led hini to the conclusion that there may

possibly be.futuro wealth in that portion of this region

whicb is now regarded as comparatively useless. It is

quite certain, ho says, that its fisheries will be of very

great future value. In the first place, aîl the rivers whicb
flow into Bludson's Bay from the west bave, with one

exception, breeding grounds for a variety of salmon known

as 1-Hearno's " salmon, wbich diflers slightly from the

salmon of botb tbe cas!. and the west coast, though resem-

bling the former in that it will rise te the fly, a peculiarity
net possessed by the west coast saîrnon. Then, again, tbe

fresh-water fisheries may become an important source of

supply to those who are net content with sea-fish. White

fish are now brougbt 300 miles to the mouth of the Red

River, frozen in the summer time by artificial processes,

and "lshipped" in the frozen state as far south as St.

Louis, a distance probably of 1,500 miles. To assist in

meeting this demand for frosh-water fish (i.e., the white

fisb, sahnon-trout, and truc sturgeon-in other words, the

caviare-producing sturgeon), the nearest point from. which

a 8upply could be obtained from the Keewatin district

would bc the lakes in the Laurentian country, wbiclj

forms tbe west shore of Hudson's Bay. These lakes are

extensive and nurnerous-are said, in fact, to covor no

less than 33 per cent of the surface. Their waters teem.

witb wbite-fish of the fines!. quality, and with lake-troul

frequently of, fromn 30 lbs. to 40 lbs. weiè;Ét, and are jusi

as easy of access fromr the ports of Great Britain as Lake

St. John in Quebec would be, were a trade to arise.

IlThon again," adds the Lieut.-Governor, I do net know
any way by which wealthy young Englishmen could com-

bine more of interest, novelty, and excitement, than te

oome to some portion of fludson's Bay-say, Chesterfield

Inhet, wbich runs noarly direct west into the heart of the

Barren Grounds for about 300 miles. At the mouth of

this ie!., or net far froin it, is to be had fishing for the

amaller whates, norwhalos, walrus, porpoise, and seal ; and

the fresB-water streams running into it are filled, it is said,

witb the finest of brook, ailver, anid lake trout. Were 1
-o-a Englishman of ample m6ans, 1 should net. knew of
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te do this trip by steam-yacbt, say, from the Ile cf Wigbt, thi
wbecce passage te tbis iîhet couid be madle in about the hi

samne time as 5it ccuhd ho madle te Quebec. Besides the irt

fisbing wbich I have, mentioned, there is a prospect of qu
meeting witlî the polar bear, and there would ho the ni

certainty cf shooting a number cf caribou (the North W

American reindeer), with the possibility cf bringing back MV

some of the yeung, and cf capturing the musk-cx, whic ne

is declared by the Arctic voyageurs wbo corne in contact sa

with it te ho as dangerous an anmal, owing te itj, niimble- cf

ness, ferocity, and strengtb, as nany that are te ho met Co'

with in tho jungles cf India. Thon, above aIl, there wouîd ab

cf course ho the pleasure cf dciiîg soîcethi ng entirely rel

novol, a!. least te the presen'!. Igeueration cf young îneî-a un

fac!., doubtless, cf ne inconsiderable importance te thedo

young Englishman cf te day." The Lieut.-Governor con- il

cludes by romarkingy that it nay possibly corne in the wl

Higbh Commissioner's way te encourage sorne such Ilyeung ne

parties" looking for spcrt te try the Keewatin district. wl

Il[ would hoe very gtad," ho adds, " te gave yeu ail trouble oD

in tbe matter by answericg te you any specii4c questions si'

tbey might wîsh te ask as regards guides, mothoda of ON

inîand travel, places te, go te, necessary outfit, etc."- ON

Ganadian Gazette, Londen, Eng. bE
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TAKINN('l'îlE ATII.w

TUE primary idea cf taking an oatb is tlîat wo cal

upon the Deity te bear witness te the sincerity or truth cf w

wvhat we asser!., and se, as it were, register cuir cadi in

heaven. When Abrahamn, fer exampte, raised bis hands ci

te heaven wbile swearing an oath te the King of Sedom, b(

hoe pointed te the supposed residenceeof the Creator. R

Aftorward, when mon set up inferier deities cf their own, dt

they appealed te the inaterint images or symols that ai

represented them, whenever an oath was adininistered. se

The mes!. usual forai of swearing aneng the ancients was, Su

ha)wever, by toucbing the altar cf the gods. Other rites, Cl

such as libations, the burning cf incense and sacrifices in

accempanied the touchiîîg cf the altar. Deinsthenes la

sworo hy the seuls cf these whc feIl a!. Marathon. An- 2%

ciently, tee, marineis swcrc by their shipa, isiermon by tl

their nets, soldiers by their spears, and kingYs by their

sceptres. The ancienu Persians swot'e by the 0sun, whicb

was the commen object cf their aderation, wbile the

Scythians pîedged tlîemselves by the air tbey breathed la

and by their scimitars. Descenditug to mnre umod(ern ti

tinies, the Saxons pled-ed theinselves te support their

homos and privileges by their arîns;- and the punishnient b

for perjury or nenfulthînent cf an eath was the Iossofcf :

the baud that had beld the weapon at the compact. T[he

Spartana were wont te assemble around a brazier cf ire, F

and, pointing their short swords te the sky, cait upon the E

geda te bear witness to tho compact. Swearing by theo 1

swerql, in fac!., retained its signiicance dewvn to the coin-

parativoly modern times, though in a sightly modified 0

formn. Thus, while the pagans extended the peint cf the 1
weapon teward the supposed residence of the geds, tho

warriors cf Clristianity, after kissing it, dit ected the hIL!

-the true embleni cf thoir faith-to beaven. A later

forci of cathu was the pressing cf the tburnb upen the

blade. Gradually, Iîowever, the practice became obsolete;

andl tho kissing cf tlhe iii!., accoî-npanying the words IlBy8

this geod swerd !" wa8 lhanded clown alunes!. te the time

wben the wearing cf a sword by gentlemen was abolisbed,
as oeeof the strictes!. codes 01 civil bonour. Drn h

Grecian dynasty, wbenever an Athenian housebolder made

an oath, hoe caused lus chitdreui te stand before hue, and,

laying his band upen tlîeir heada, prayed that a curse

migbt fall upon them if hoe swoe fatsely. If hoe had ne
clildren hoe preîîeunced destruction tipon himseîf and his

whele race, while hoe touched the altar cf the goda or the
victima upon 1!. Geing back te Biblicat times we find

this curieus rite in cemnectien with tbe ives cf Abraham

and Jacob, The former says te bis servant Eliezer: "Put,
1 pray theo, thy band under îîîy tbigb, and I will make

thee swear by the Lerd, tlîe God of heaven, and the God
ef the eartb, that theu shaît ne!. take a wifo unte my son
ef the daugbters cf the Caclaalîites, anîong whoIn dwoil.

But tbeu shaît go unte my country and te rny kindred,
1and take a wif e unto my son.[saac." The like ccronuony

is performed by Joseph when Jacob makea lbila promise te

carry him eut cf Egypt antd hcry biini in the toihuof bis

tforefathers. The explanation cf tlîis is, that placing the
3band upon the thigli was equivalent te swoaring by the

Messiab, whe was te spriuig frein the loins cf Abrahiam.
1Afterward the Jews confitiîed tbeir caths by touclîing the

t bock cf tlîe law, or their phylacteries, upon which extracta
c f the law are inscriluet. '[ho Mobarnunedans laid their

Bbanda upen the Koman. Whou, tlierefoire, Clîristians kisa

c)the Bible or lay tlîeir bands upon the toinb cf a martyr, or

i any ether sacred relic, the source wbeuce,. the practico bas

tbeen derived isa a! once recognized ; yet it mous!. ho admit-

t ted that kiasing the book is a distinctly Christian institu-
e tien, feunded upen the kiss upon tlhe swerd hil!. by the

1 Crusaders.-London Standard.

MUSIC AND THE DRAIVMA.

MINNIE PALMER.

)f Tis cbarming little artiat lias reappearefi among us,

se witb an equally cbarming play. 3f-y Bretlber's Sisteris a
dveritable littîe classic among tigbt comndies, andi it pro-

1,sents the curicus anemaly cf ba-7ing been written fer a

a star, and a!. the samp timne allewing lier principal support.
f se, strcng a part, as te quite f requently eversbadow that cf

,n the star herself. 'Truly a singular piece of geneosity on

ie part of both star and manager! My Brother's Sister
is no involved plot to cause apprebension or extreme
nterest, on the part of the auditor, yet it works up into

lite a climax at its close. Its main influence is that of

ch and harniless enijoymont, which rarely shows cessation.
vhilo the soubrette rôle is meant to alhow free play for
ffinnie Palmer's gifts of voice, and personal grace, it

iver degenorates inte anything worso than a species of

ang whicb loses in the piqnant and insinuating manner
)its introduction any possible objectionableness it may on
uîld revision be feît to contain. Andi it is just in this

tbsolute freedom froue any grossness in detail, and in the
.finement of hier comedy work that Minnie Palmer is

nique. What in others would ho vulgar and offensive is
lone bv lier in an irresistible ,;auèy and challengîng
lanner, yet, she neyer loses that qubtîe ,race and delicacy
'hich is hier cliief cbarm. She is se strong in that mag-
etism which inakes the audience friends at once, that
when abe sings he-r sînahi voice prevokes no criticismn, but

ne only admires its sweu'tness and ber own pretty way of
snging. Many are the critics who. have cone into ecatasios
ver Rosina Vokes' dancing in "p1etticcats," as well as
ver the rîcbness of lher comedy, but Minnie Palmer oxcels
er great rival in these points simply by the utter absence
of any of the exaggYeration wbich accentuates Vokes' efforts.
Her dancing in the second act in the long train of tbe day
was really the Ilpoetry of motion," was grace personifled.
*n the las!. act she brougbt out a teucli of pathetîc power
wbielh ]eft înany d-.wy eyca in the audience.

Scarcely less strcng in its boldly drawn linos is the
bharacter of thýý " Ma,3her " WaldcejjPr Grosserby, which. in
both its creatien and its performance by Mr. R. A.
Roberts was ýhe best work of the kind seen here since the

daya of poor Southorn. A part of such extreme fatuity
and mental vacancy, yet se tlîoroughîy funny in its pro-
sentation is a rare treat, and Mr. Roberts played it with
uch a spontaneity and irresistibte tflow of the highost

order of comedy that lie did not speak a lino or make a
movement that was not aiuswered witlî a ripplO of gonial
aughter froin ail over the bouse.Anteotyfauec
Miy l3rotlîer's Sister vas that gallery and box alike stîarod

tho enjoyment a!. aIl turnes.

A JUST Neunesis bias ovortaken tha!. arcb-disappoint-
ment Mrs. Alice Shaw, the siffleuse, at Bridgeton, Pa., in

the shape cof a suit for saîary by one of bier cernpany.

Tas St. Paul Opera Huse, a splendid building, was

burned to the groond last week, and Miss Helen Barry's
Company lest aIl its properties, costurnes anîd scenory.

Twe new oratorios bave been producofi lateîy in
Europe, and both with great success. One at Tournay,
I3elgium, entitled Moise sur le Nil, and the other at
Brussels namned Franc iscus.

AN article on " Society Actresses " was printed in the
lVorthe American ]lpuiew, some tirneago, signed Il Mary
Anderson." Discussion and criticisrnlbas a!. last elicited
the f ac!. that 1 Our Mary" did net write it herself.

DRATii bas called Dr. Franz Hereffer, the musical
critiecof the London Ti mes. Ho was a scholarîy musician
and a rather cotd critic, and wbile hoe was feared and re-
spectod, hoe was not admired nor loved by British comn-
posera or performers.

A NEw departure will bo a lecture at the College of
Music, by Mr. A. S. Vogt, on IlWagner," illustrated by
organ solos by the lecturer, piano solos by Mr. Harry M
Field, and vocal selections fromn the great master by Mlle.
Adéle Strauss and Mr. E. W. Scbucb.

STILL another bias been added to the list of infant
prodigies cf the day. This time hoe is only five years oîd,
plays Chopin and Mendelssohn to the aatonîshment cf the
public, and is named Raoul Iloczaîsky. [Ue was hemn in
Russiafi Poland, and made bis début in St. iPetersburgh.

YEARs ago the great Amnerican opera and concert man-

ager was old Max Moretzek, whose gaunt Paganini-hike
forai will ho remembered by our eIder concert-geers. This
veteran is te Peceive a jubilee concert in New York on
Fei). l2th, a fitting recognition cf the man who 'gave
Atrnerica the boa!. Italian opera performance it bias ever had.

LILLIAN -RuSSELL, who delighted us in Il Dorothy," is
reported to receive $500 a week a!. the New Yerk Casino,
and te ho accuîmutating more adipose than she knows what;
te do witb. To ceuntoract this latter evit, she bias taken
te using the rowing machine in the hope that its energetie
use will tend te reducu lber te hier fermer beautif nI Pro-
portions.

THesE who visited the performances of the National
opera Comnpany will bear with pleasure that Mr. William
Ludwig, the excellent baritone cf the company, bias brought
a compaiiy cf Irish singera te America, and is meeting
with great succeas in the venture. J!. is îikety that Mr.
Ludwig, wbose namne ini private life is Ledwich, may visit
Toront.o.

THAT cbarming young singer who receivod lber educa-

tien in Teronto, Miss Attalie Claire, bias been remarkabhy
succesaful with the Boston Ideals in that hyper-criticall
city cf Boston, receiving warm cotumendation fromn the!
press. She lias talent and she bias sense-e. combination

>that is net always present-and bier future in bier chesen
profession is very reseato in its appearance.

A NEW field cf musical endeavour bias been opened by

the Queen'5 Own Rifles, who will give, an entertainiment
in May, cf which a salient feature will be a minstrel pro-
gramme, performed by members cf the regiment, under the

direction cf Mr. E. W. Scbuch. That gentleman's well.
knowfl ability ii bandling large bodies of amateurs,, and


