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enter this port. If the impending catastrophe hiad not happily been discox ered
in time to avert the dreadfuil effects, a sad loss of life wvoi.d have ensued. At
the time specified the Allan steamship Sardinian wvas forcing lier \vay hrough
the S'raits of Belle Isle at fuill speed, nowithistanding the fact that the mist xvas
so intense that it was impossible to see outsîde a radius of ten feýet. A strict
watch was maintained to ax ert the iiability of accidents l)y collisloii, &c.
Suddenly a seaman in the fore-top paraI> ied those within lieiriin, w jîl tlie ci>

breakers dead ahecad, close under our bow.' With lightiug celeri y ùLe eng-îies;
were reversed, and wvhen the enormous hcadway was checked. anchor scas cast
to axvait the lifting of the fog, w'hich obscurcd their patb. Whien the nust was
dispelled, it xvas seen that the vessel had had a narrow escape from i unning
ashore, for directly in advance, within a stone's throwv, the rock), Nova Scotian
shore appearcd in ail its forbidding grandeur. The vessel's course was then
altered, and the balance of the tnpl wvas accomplishied in -,afety.

That is the Posits report, and hiere are the fact-, as supplied to mie

by the Captain. The ' Sardinian " did not enter the Straits of Belle

Isle until the fog liftcd. 1instead of going throughi the fog at - full

speed " she went " dead slow," and men were kept taking soundings

ahl the tim-e. ,A strict wvatch was maintained," but there was no

"lseaman in the foretop." If there had been, how could he hav'e scen

the Ilbreakers dead ahead, close unider our bow," whcn -it was mni-

possible to sec outside a radius of ten feot," and lie w'ould be eighty

feet behind the forward outlook ? That seaman w ho k'as not il, the

foretop must be a remark-able being, for he beat the ipossible by
more than a hundred yards. The anchor was not cast, and the sbip

neyer sighted the shores of Nova Scotia. The' simple prose of this

thrilling romance being that the "' Sardinian " w-as steamied through

the fog at " dead slow," the Captain knew lie xvas necar the Straits

and lay-to, for ten hours ; the fog lifted, and the Stiraits were seen just

two miles ahead.

HARD WORK.

English papers report that the Princess Louise will return to

England next spring, but the Marquis of Lorne will not accompany

her. They say that the Marquis likes his post hiere vcry rnuch, but
finds the work far harder than ho hiad antîcipated. One would like to,
know what 'the Marquis anticipated, andl what he now calîs work. A
good many speeches had to be w%,ritten and read at first, and a report
had to be sent to England of the change in our fiscal policy, but after

that the work could hardly have been heavy-except that there mnay

be other kinds of diplomatic labour not known ;to outsiders. It wîll

be a pity, however, if we coxnpel the Marquis to, overtax his energies
in our service, and the Prime Minister would do well to exer-cise

some little care of our Governor-General.

REPIORT ING.

Let mie commend the principles and practices of Mr. Forbes, the

brilliant war correspondent of the English press, to the reporters andl
correspondents of our Canadian dailies. Writing in answer to Lord

Chelmsford's petulant rernarks about the inconvenience and worry he
had cxperienced on account of the hostile critîcisms of nexvspaper cor-
respondents, Mr. Forbes said :

"J have been a xvar correspondent for ten years, and I have neyer known
a colleague permit l)arty feelings and political bias to influence bis judgmcnt
concerning matters purely rnilitary."

Again he says-
IlI try in vain to imagine a war corresp)ondent subrnitting to such a

bondage of degradation as the acceptance of instructions, or even of hints, to
colour his writing and warp bis judgment to a political pattern. Speaking for
myscîf, I say with alI solemnity, that rather than enduire even the shadoxv of
such degradation, I would shake the dust of such polluted journalism off mny
feet, and be content, if needful, as in the old days, to bump the saddle of a
private dragoon."

That is the only manly and honourable stand a newspaper reporter

or correspondent can take. Plis duty is to, give a faithful accounit of
what he may hear or see. But how far that is acted upon in Canada a

glance at any two opposing papers will show. Reporters often lam-
poon speakers instead of reporting their speeches ; they judge or mis-

judge, just as it may suit the party to which the paper belongs, and a
sense of personal dignity seems to have been put outside the calling.
It often happens that gentlemen transfer their services from one paper
to another, and bespatter public men, of whom, and for whom they had

only words of fulsome flattery a week or two before. It is a pity that
the gentlemen Qf the press have so littie esprit de corps. A union for
the protection of honest reporting would effect some good, 1 think.

Here is a good story from T,-u//
4Ail the jesuit papers in France are bristling just now with w-Tonderfuil

telegrapiiic accounits from Lourdes, relating mi racles after miracles, apparently
due ta the admirable virtuie of the holy waters in the grotto. Cripples have
bcen seeni walking, invalids casting off their crutches, blind men reading the

'l'lio Te folîoxving miracle, bowever, xvhich took place on the road to the
sirine, bias ]oti received from the samne papers the attention to whicli it ivas en-
titedA i ai altic in an easy chair liad been îilaced ini the pilgriîn train. At
onie of the rallwax stations there w as a change of carniages, and it happened
dtat the easx- chair. with the paralytic in it, had just been put down on the uine,
wvhen a train runia g trom the opposite direction wvas suddenly scn bearing
i ighit down upon it. l'beru w as a general stampede, and a cry of terror ;every-
body' thought the Ixîral> lic musit bo kiîled - wlhcn, to the intense astonishmen
of ail witnesses, lie w-as secai ta risc froin bis arm-cbair and walk off brisk y,
ju'at in timie to e5 apc die tnain. 'l'le more thougbit of thc lioîy waters seems to
bave been '-officient ta ccire tins pilgrim.",

Titi. FRI:NC ANDxx CoN.s<i ITUTIONAi, GoVEI;NTME'N'îx

The Editor of La Mincrvc takes grave, but courteous exception to,

my statement last weok that the French do not undcrstand Constitu-

tional Government, on account of which Constitutional Government is

impossible in the Province of Quebcc. I nccd not say that when I

creditecl the French people xvith " every sense undcr heaven but coin-

mlon senise," that I meant just what xvc ofton say of our most bnilliant
gleniuses. In comimon xvith mnost of iny countrymen, I have profound

admiration for the French talent, which. breaks out and xx'orks in so

inany admirable ways. But 1 must still mnaintain tînt in the general
run of Frenchmen there is such a ingiling of the poctic and the

logical that thcy have not oven a conception of the bard, practical,
common senso xve Englishi posscss and lise in our administrative affairs.

LlIiicr7'i, kindly states to its constituency that M. Bray bas

only lately arrivecl in the country w'bich accounts for the fact that he
is not l"au courant dcé notre histoire." The first part is truc. I have

only been boere three years. Peccav'i. My sin is growing less overy day,

hoxvever. But the second part is hardly correct, since 1 have taken
much pains to acquaint mnysoîf with tho bistory of this Dominion ; and,
althougli I do not prctcnd to ho so well vor-sed in it as the Editor of La
3fiincrvzc mnust bc, I yet dlaimi to spcak not altogether as a fool.

Ilowvvr, I arn content to go back once more to, ry historical
studios, utîder the competent lcadership of my newly found mentor.
1M. Bray ignore t'il la cause de troubles de 1837-38 ?" No, I do flot,

nor do 1 ignore tho fact that aftcr the conquest of this country the
French- Caliad ians claitrcd responsible governinent. But by "lle
gouvernement responsîble " they scrned to miean tînt they were to
romain a French nationality, prcserving ahl their old customs, habitant
ignorance, formis of Ecclesiastical lifo, and mcthods of civil government.
It xvas precisoly that: which led to the 'etroubles of t1837-38." That
chapter of Lower Canadian history, in xvhich Papineau figured so con-
spicuously, cannot wcll bc citcd in proof tînt the Frencli w'ore in love
xvith the British Constitutional formn of govcrnmcent. They wanted
"lresponsible government," but that is a phrase wbich rnay bc miade to

include a good deal. Anything that is not an actual dcspotism, and
is in any sonse elective, or under tho control of the popular will, might
be called a responsible government. It is quite truc that the French
claimed responsible govcrni-ent ; tint is to say, Goverrument by a Par-
liamontary miajority, for it suited thcmn wcll. Thiere w'as no occasion
for wvhat I called " give and take,"-which by the xvay is hardly ex-
pressed by the lfiner7vés translalion, " uni systénic dec to;pdnisatio,"-

for every frcsh opportunity servod tho cause of II take." It is true, as the
Afiner-,'c states, that Sir H. Lafontaine at one time resigned his portfolio
because Lord Metcalfe put forward some unw'arrantable dlaims, but that
doos not prove anythîng particular, excopt that Sir H. Lafontaine
had a very strict and proper regard for his oxvn and his people's rights.
And I neyer charged our French fellow-counutrynmon with losing sight
of those nights, any more than I would charge ain Englishman with the
same crime. The whole trouble ivas that they understood responsible

government too xvell, and Constîtutional Government not at ail.
Not at all-that is, until it was forced upon themi by the British

inhabitants acting in conjuniction with the Home Government. And
if the editor of La Minerv'e will refresb his meniory by a glance at the
history of this Province, say from 1830 to, 1837, ho will find ample
proof of my statement that Constitutional Government-the system
of give and take-was not understood by the French. Tbey used the
English Constitution to defend themselves from being subject to an
Anglicising process; they took the new tools, but did the old work with
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