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To the improvement of our facuilties as
' 4eia'fourprinciples, the love cf letters

aýppears te be favourable. Letters require a
certaini sort cf* applieation, though, cf a kind,
perhaps, very different frcm tlîat ivich
bt>siniess would recomrnend. Granting, tlîat
they are'unprefitàble lu themselves, as that
woôrd is used in the ]angunge cf' the wvorid,
Yet, as deveioping thIoe ftouglit and
reflection, they may be an amusement cf
Borne *use, as tisose sports cf eildren, in
'ihichnumbers are used te familiarize tîsein
te thse élements cf aritlîmetic. They give
reom fer the exercise cf that diseernmnîet,
that comnp iison 6f objeets, tlîat distintflion cf
causes, which is te iincrease die skili cf tIse
pl yýician, te guide the speculations cf flic
incrchant,ýand-te prompt thie arguments cf,
the iawyear; and, thougli some -professions
employ bu,. very few faculties cf the 'mind,
yet there is scarcely any brandi cf business
ini wliiéh âsman wtlio can think wviil net exe
him who e'an oniy labour. IVe shall ac-
eardin,,-Iy findl, in many ilepartmeiits whcre
leiu'rned information seemed cf ail qualitics
tIse ienst necessary, that tliose wvho possessed
it, in a degrec above their fcliosvs, have
found,Tfrom that very cireuinstance, the rond
te eminence, and wealib.

But I must often repeat, tlîa realth Mees
net neeessarily croate hiappiîîess, ner confer
dignity; a truth wliici il. may be tlioughit
deciamation te insisat on, but 'VhiChi t'le P'e-

senut time seems particularly te require being
told.

*Ihe love of letters is eonnecteà ivithi an
independence and delicacy cf mmid, vbeiis
a great preservative 'against tîsat servile
homage, wvIicli abject mien pay te fertune;
and there'is a cetain classical pride,0whîîcb,
frein the seeiety of Secrates and Plate,
Cicero and Attieuis, lochs down withà an lien-
est disdin on tIse wealthi-blown insects cf
miodemn times, neithter enlighitbnedby'kuew-
ledge, nor ennebled bv virtue.

.Ili-o possession, indced, cf vlîat hoe lbas
.âitaînièd' in tliat rest and retirement frein

is labouis~ ? is ih theiopes cf *which bis
ýfagueý were lîyhteued and b is cares were
smooth-ed t ié; e ere man c f business fre-
,iýent1y undergoes sifferlng, insiead cf find-

.mzg enjemn.T be busy as one ouglît is
ýwtâasyià;t, bu)Üt t z kùow how te bie idie is a

ey upe rior accomnplishbment. Thîis' diffi-
Cul't-2 is uen inerased:'with persons te

ýwhoiî îhe lniluit of :.emp'ioyniet lias niade1
seme, active exertian neccssary; wvho cannot
sloop contented in the torper of indolence,
or amuse thcmselvcs witk those ligliter
trilles inii hi lie, wlio inlieritcdl idleness as
lie did fortune, fromIi is ancestors, bas been
accustomcd to find amusement. The miser-
ies a.nd misfortunes of the ' retired pleasures'P
of rmeù c* f 'business, 'have 'been Frlequently
maâter' of specuilation to the moralist, and of
ridicule to, the wit. But lic who lias mixed
general Iknowledge with professiowal skill,

an irry amusements ivith professional
labour, wili have some stock ivbcrewithi to
support him in idieness, sorne spring for his
mmnd when unlient front business, some cm-
picyment for those hours, iwhich retirement
and solitude lias loft. vacant and unoccupied.
Independence in the use of one's time is flot
the least valuabie species of freedom. Thîis
liberty tlie man of letters enjoys; whule tlic
ignorant an~I thp illiterate oftenlvetirr, froin
the thraldom cf businiess, only te becorne the
sla.ves of languor, intemperance, or vc.
Dit the Situation lu which ftie ndvauntn-es of
that endow'nent of in<l, whildcl letters bc-
stow, arc chicfly conspicueus, is old age,
,ylien a, mrn's socicty la xîeces.sarily circuin-
Scribed, and his poi'ers cf active eîijeymont
are unavoiedKblyr diniinishcd. Otift' for thec
bilstle cf alirand thîe amusements of bis
youthi, an old nman, if hie lias ne source of
mental exertion or emtplcymùeut, often sotties
jute the gloomn of melanclioly and peevîshi-
niescs,-or petrifies lus feelings by habituai, in-
toxication. Frein an old mnan, ivhose grati-
fications were solelv dlerivcd froni tho-cse sen-
suai -appetites wiehii tiîne bias blunted, or
frei those trivial amusements which youth
oîîly cau share, age bas cut off abacat every
source cf enjeymet. But te hum vho lias
stored biis mind Nvith. the information, and
can still employ it in tlhe amuisement of let-
ters, tlîis blank cf life is admirably fllied up.
lie qts, lie thinlis, and lie feels mîtth that
literary %vorld, whose society lie caa at al
turnes enjoy. There is, perhaps, ne statb
more capable. cf comfort te ourseives, or.
Mo re attractivo :,of veneralion frein othiers,
than t-hat wliieh such an- old âge afferds; it
is then the twilighit cf the passions, wlîen
they are xnitigated, but flot extinguished,
and spread their gentie influence over thse
evening cf cur day, in alliance with reason
aud in aniity with virtue.


