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*the discordant note mnay.be traced to grief at the blindnea
and hatred of the world towards Him who came to, be ità
1l.ight: and life, - neyer to'merely personal considérationd.

His chatacter is surely far more interestiug-frorn *s, union
of high spirit with devoted love. His goodness came no .
from. want of passio n or sensibility, but from the power of
,an engroÉsing faith and the life.of a guiding love. To
un. destand St. John, bârrow an illustration from the namo
given him in his young days by his Master. The. Son of
Thunder -was. so impetuous, that, when the Samarititns

rejected the Savicur, he wished that fire rnight c'orne frorn
heaven, and'destroy their city. Here is an electrie spirit
unbalanéed, ]ightning within in affinity with the lightning
which -it would, evoke from the clouds. Pass on a few
years, and contemplate that same man at the Last Supper,

follow him to Ephesus, to Patmos, nay, -to that sacred
old, age, -when arffê-'he could say to bis people was but to
tell thein to lové. V Where w as the Iightning'then,.- its

power annihilated, or its forces balanced and controlled 1
Or in other wbrds, does gcodness weaken the character,
or strengthen It 1 does it consist in the annihilation. of
natural. forces, or their true balance upon principles of
everlasting right 1 Let the element which furnished'the
name for this'loyed disciple afford- the illustration'of the.

change in his character. .When clouds vauish, the winds
cease, and Iightnings flash no longer, nopower is destroyed;

the elements that. made the storm are balanced, and the
flery boit *as but an.irregular action of a force -omnipre-
sent, and coexistent -wth life itsel f. Yes, in eer 'Of .f

water given' in the name of.a disciple-, there i8 enough cf
latent, Iigh tning, or eiectricity, if let loose, to, lay wvasteý a
city, and in .every dew-dro.,. enough to arm the stormu
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