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what greater injustice and indignity architects must be asked to
submit thernselves, before they will consider the time bas come
to call a halt. We are glad to see that at least one member of
the profession on the Pacific Coast bas unmistakeably shown
that be considers the time bas already arrived. Every reputable
member of the profession who desires to maintan bis own self
respect, the esteem of his professional brethren and the welfare
of the profession, should fall into line.

NEGOTIATIONS have been in progress since the first of the
present month between the Toronto Builders' Exchange, repre-
senting the master builders of the city, and the masons',. brick-
layers' and labourers' unions, with the object of endeavoring to
arrive at a satisfactory understanding with regard ta the rate of
wages to be paid now that the five years agreement between these
bodies bas expired. A number of conferences have been held
and an agreement bas been reached as between the Exchange
and the Labourers' Union, under which the rate of wages will
be reduced by about 20 per cent., or frpm twenty-one cents to
eighteen cents per hour. It is understood that the master build-
ers have expressed their willingness to come, t an agreement on
the same basis with the bricklayers' andi masons' unions. Indeed
we have been informed that the delegates appointed by these
unions to negotiate with the master butilders have repoited in
favor of an agreement on these terms, but their report bas thus
Jar not been ratified by the unions. It is to be hoped that the
unions will see the advisability of acting on the advice of their
delegates in this matter. If the labourers' union, which is least
able to bear a reduction in wages, sees the necessity for such re-
duction, there is the more reason why the better paid trades
sbould fall into line. It is scarcely necessary for us to point out
that during the last three or four years the stagnant conditions
prevailing in the building trades have borne heavily upon em-
ployers and employees alike. The former have found it ex-
tremely difficult to secure contracts, and the competition bas
been such that in order ta secure work, contracts have had to be
taken at very unprofitable figures. The employees have
suffered from lack of employment, but when employed, they
were paid the same rate of wages as in prosperous times. The

employers have therefore been under the double disadvantage
of having little to do, and of being compelled to pay high wages
on such work as they could secure, while being at the same time

forced by the keenness of competition to take contracts at un-

profitable prices. In view of these circumstances, it would be

most unwise for the unions ta endeavor to maintain the rate of

wages which prevailed under the recent agreement. Everything
except labor bas been forced down in price. The manufacturer
and supply merchant have alike been compelled to cut price.,
until it is estimated that prices of imaterials to-day are from
twenty to thirty percent. lower than five years ago. The unions
should take a common sense view>of the situation, and agree at
once to accept, say a reduction of twenty per cent. We cannot
imagine that they will be so blind to their own interests as to at-

tempt to enforce payment of the present rate of wages. The re-
suit of such action would be to negative the benefits which are in
prospect for both employers and employees from the improved
conditions which are now commencing to be felt. It should be
remembered that the price of labor is governed to a considerable
extent by local conditions. What these conditions have been in
the city of Toronto it is not necessarY to describe. So far as the
master builders are concerned, while they are firm in their deter-
nination not to renew an agreement on the basis of the one
which bas recently expired, they have shown their desire to meet
the employees on any fair and reasonable ground. The settle-
ment of the matter now rests with the unions, as their acceptance
of the twenty per cent. reduction agreed to by the labourers'
union will adjust matters for the present year at least. We do
not believe that the master builders will be willing to again enter
into a long term agreement, as their experience under the last
One clearly demonstrated that the advantage of such an agree-
ment is largely on the side of the employee. As bas been point-
ed out, the employers were forced by this agreement to pay a
much higher rate of wages than the conditions warranted. A
point which should be guarded in any new agreement which may
be entered into is, that the unions should bind thenselves to ex-
pel any member of their organization who shall undertake con-
tracts on bis own account, and thus enter into competition with

the legitimate master builder. It is understood that this is an
evil from which the employers have suffered to a consideraole
extent during the recent depression.

THE ROYAL CANADIAN ACADEMY EXHIBITION.
THE architectural section of this exhibition bas for the first

time formed an important part of the exhibition. Even so, the
profession is not widely enough represented. The drawings are
nearly all by a few weli-known Toronto men. Of members of
the Ontario Association not residing in Toronto, there is but
one exhibitor of original design, Mr. Fred. Henry, of London,
and a couple of English sketches by Mr. W. L. Munro of Ham-
ilton. Outside of the Ontario Association, there are but three
exhibitors :-Mr. W. C. Harris, of Charlottetown, P. E. I.; Mr.
A. T. Taylor, of Montreal, and Messrs. Clift & Pope, of Mon-
treal, who sent in a set of competition drawings, which, contrary
to the rules of the exhibition, were unfranied, and were hung
only at the request of the Ontario Association.

It can hardly be said, that the greater part of the drawings
exhibited were exhibition drawings at all. They seemed to be,
for the most part, office perspectives, made at any time in the
last few years to show clients how their work would look, or to
give the boys in the office practice. We would be the last to
advocate a practice of misspending time in making pretty draw-
ings of buildings, but on a special occasion of this kind, which
is intended to appeal to the general public, who only understand
a picturesque representation, a little of the spirit of the shop
window architect, would have been in order. Canadian archi-
tects are always threatened by the idea that important work is
best entrusted ta an American architect from a larger city than
Toronto, and it would be serviceable ta the profession ta make
a good show occasionally, such as the public can understand.
It is, however, apparent from this exhibition, that the important
work which is being done now is in the bands of Canadian archi-
tects.

The largest piece of work is the Brockville Lunatic Asylum,
designed by Mr. Tully, and recently completed. The perspec-
tive is on sa smail a scale that it needs a little calculation to con-
vince the mind of its real extent, which must be at least iooo
feet in length. There is, of course, repetition of pavilions, but
the variable remainder is still of great extent. Mr. Tully also
exhibits the original perspective of Trnity College-an old
fashîoned sepia drawing-and thus brings together what was
probably bis first and bis most recent, though we hope not bis
last, great work. In the drawing of Trinity there appears a
stone parapet wall to the teri ace which was not executed, unfortu-
nately it seems to us; the decisive base thus given ta the build-
ing would have contributed greatly ta its diginity. It is always
difficult to have an adjunct of that kind executed at once, unless
there is a consideration of pure utility to recommend it, and
they appear ta h4ve been contented with a grass embankment
at Trinity.

Next in size come the competition drawings of Messrs. Siddali

& Baker and Mr: J. F. Brown, for the Legislative Buildings of
Victoria, B. C. It is impossible ta criticize these buildings fairly
without the plans, but the plans would probably justify us in a
suspicion of over windowing in parts. Mr. Brown's use of Ro-
manesque forms is original and interesting, and without any of
the brutal quality which, as in the case of the Ontario Parlia-
ment Buildings, is so often associated with that style. Of other
large work, Messrs. Strickland & Symons' new Union Station,
Toronto, lias already appeared in the CANADIAN ARCHriTECT
AND BUILDER, isnow sufficientlv near completion to be a fa-
miliar object to Torontonians. It is modelled on an American
type exemplified by the Illinois Central Station, at Chicago, but
is a better design, and bas had the peculiar difficulty of amalga-
mation with the old station, a difficulty which with that proceed-
ing from the different levels, appears ta have been skilfully met.
The diawing by D. A. Gregg, about 3 X 5 feet in dimensions is
a model of clear, seiviceable perspective rendering, and should
be studied by draughtsmen.

Mr. Lennox's design for the proposed new hotel, the next
large piece of work, is also a beautiful drawing-indeed the
drawing itself bas so much claim to be considered as a work of
art, that the tendency is to consider it apart from the design,
and turning ta Mr. Gregg's plain rendering of the Union Sta-
tion which hangs next on the wall, one is compelled ta admit


