
THE CANADIAN ARCHITECT AND BUILDER
3 and 4), arranged so that any pressure exerted by the
people behind would force those in front not against
other people, but only more quickly out of the building.
The seats should always be fixed, and the rows should
be a sufficient distance apart to enable persons to walk
easily between. Then the corridors should be of even
width throughout, perfectly smooth, and any change in
direction should be made by curved surfaces. The sum
of the widths of the openings into any corridor should
not be greater than the width of the corridor itself,
and the stream of people entering it through any open-
îng should be prevented by barriers from interfering
with the progress of those entering it through other
openings,'for the greatest danger existed in allowing a
stream of people to enter a corridor at right angles to
the stream of people already pressing along it. Slid-

of entertainment and public assembly, in order to be
considered safe against the dangers arising fron panic

must be designed in accordance with the principles here
set forth and shown in the accompanying diagral.

It was decided to refer this resolution and the folo'v

ing to the consideration of the General COuncil :'

"That the Architectural and Engineering Sectio Of
the Australasian Association for the Advancenent of
Science, recognising the urgent necessity for the plan

ning of ail buildings used as places of entertainilent
and for public gatherings in such a manner that the

safety of the public may be ensured, wishes to bring

before municipalities the principles upon which such
works should be designed, as embodied in the foregoi 
resolutions, and would urge that a license be not grait-

ed to those buildings which do not fulfil the conditiOI
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ing doors into corridors should never be permitted, but
ail doors should be hinged to open in such a way that
the progress of a stream of people pressing outwards
will not be impeded. Staircases should be of even
width, and designed with curved surfaces as corridors
according to the London County Council rules. The'
steps should be of equal width throughout, and thefights should be easy, of equal length, and contain no
more than eight steps. His own experience led himto the conclusion that easy steps, built in a staircase ofeven curvature throughout, were much more safe (Fig.s) airither bf in sh e safely used, but irregularstairs of any kind ,hould be strongly condemned. Alistairs and corridors should be of fireproof material.For the ails, steps, floor and ceilings, events hadproved it much more essential to safety to scientificallydesign the entrances and exits that in^ist On fireproofconstruction throughout. Th lecturer als drep at-
tention to the danger of loose chairs for sitirg accot-
modation, as they impede the trasç in leaiing a public
place of entertainment. In conclusion he moved -I That this section of the Australasian Association forthe Advancement of Science is )f Opinion that places

stated, and that a copy of the above resolutio b
warded to ail Australasian municipalities."

THE NORMANDIN CEMENT BLOCK MACH

The hollow cenent building block is fast becoming crease
popular building material. Every year sees a decildd evere
in the number of buildings erected in concrete, and t rds
fires which we have experienced have done a great deal tOwa
the developrment of concrete building construction, as t .

known that concrete is to a large extent fireproof- yort
The Cernent Building Block Company, of Winnlpeg, len

having used and sold over 7,oo barrels of Portland Ce 0
seven months. They have had ive block machines at wor ck

stantly in Winnipeg and established over thirty cornPlete

yards through the West this year. 111a
The demand for the Normandin block machine in Ontaias

beein so great Ihat the Cernent Building Block Com8panY

opened a branch office at 42 onge Street Arcade,
where the machine nay be seen at any timne, also samples of r
work done upnn it. We are informed by Mr. J. A. 11unt
president of the company, that the Normandin machine i be ain use by the United States Government, which shoilld 1,e
sufficient recommendation. The work is neat and of greatdvar
iety of design and shape. The machine is easily o ,rated b7
hand. They are made at Walkerville, Onlario, a Jac
Michigan.
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