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Fronm the Globc, Jan. 8!, 1899'.

A COPYRIGHT ACT NEEDED.

Lord Herscheil's copyright bill, which
will corne before the Imperial IParliamont at
its next session, re-raises the whole 8Uibject

et oloialcoprigt.Sirce lb.passage of
the last copyright alet by the (Janadianl
I'arliaînent, an aot which was neyer pro-
clsiined, the situation lias changed consider-
ably. Thore were features of that mensure
whieh at lest gave occasion for controesy
and weaikened Ithe Canadian case before the
tribunal ot public opinion, Ont, of it.
clauses gave the (Janadian publisher a con-
ditional right Wu publiali the work of an
Elngliali author whether the consent of the
latter had beenl received or not. The tact
that the law provided for a rernuneration to
th. ewner of the copyright did flot deprive
il of its confiscatory flavor. 'While thus
principle was recognized it was scarcely
possible to inusler up nniy enthusiasmi in de-
fence of our undoeubted riglits. We unider-
stand that Caiadiain publishers bave no
disposition ta alaien suchb a privilege now.
The main feature ef what t4iey now ask is
that their riglits in any bock vliose copy-
right tliey have purchased trom the author,
or tb-e agents or publishiers enititled te net
for him, shalh be prolected within th-e limite
of the Dominion.

As il i. now, 6ur book-publishing bouses
flnd that a purchase of the copyright for
Canada troim any o! the Britishi puiblishing
bouses is of littie or no use.ta tem. The
anther and bis pttblisher are quite dispcsed
ta carry out their contract witli lbe Cana-
dian bouse, and do nul theresolves iavade
Ibis mlarket ; but il lia been tound ime-
possible ta prevent jelibers, wlio ostensibly
buy copies of the colonial editions for ex-.
port ta Australia, the Cape or- hIdia, frore
sending ho lb-ntoa Canada. There heing no
lav ta the coatrnry, thffle hoks ceinpele
with the edition published bere, for tihe
riglits of vhich th. Canadiaii publisher lis
paid a good round stuni. 'The publislier's
app>eal is Ihat, having purchased lbe riglit
ta issue th-e vork in Canada, he shoet4d b.
protected f roin th. invasion cf his market by
th. Englisb- joblier, and bis appeal is n 'nosî

resnbl. ons. If the author and tb.
B3ritish publisher b-ad chosen not ta soli
their rights in Canada, our lav would pro-.
tect then froul ail corners; but it does net
prolect the Canadian publialier, although
bis riglit la quite, as clear and legal. Il is
wortliy cf note, ton, tbat vbile these job-
bers' copies eau bc bronglit in lie te tb.
detriment o! bis property, lie cannot relali-
ate, for ifhe sendsaniyof bis bocks ta the
United Kiugdoin they are protnptly de-
stroyed.

Looked at frcmi the public standpoint,
there is every reason why the grievance cf
our publishers should b. removed. It niay
b. said that tb-e ight for vhich they ask is
in tb. nature oilumonopoly. But llçcopy.
riglit i. a monupaly, and lb-e book-buyer
b-as no more reason ta fear the monopr>ly
vb-en il is exercised by n (Janadian pub-.
lisber tban when it is exereised by a Blritish
pUblisher. Tt la true that in the 'past a
bock pulsed in Canada uastally exhibited
nicat oftheb- disflgurements lb-at eau be
enuïneraled in th. printer's and book-

binder's arts, but v. have indubitable evi-
deuce lb-at Ibis viilho Lb-e cane ne longer.
The Canadian market would not justify tbe
uindertaking cf th. expense of typesetting,
but the paper, premswork and binding o
sorne recent bocks have been vliolly Ca
dian. and do not tae a second place te th
colonial or any other edilions wbicb are ini-
tended for Ihis mnarket. If the business of
the Canadian paper-maker, presarnan aud
bockbinder can ho stimulaled without any
injustice ta the author, the Englisb- pub..
liaber, and lent end niost important, lb.
Canadian book buying public, Parliament
should surely have no besitation iii provid-
ing lb-e neceNsary legislatien.

There is ne reasen ta anticipat. opposi-
tien frein the British publiabers ta a bil
emibodying lbhe principles above referred ta.
The publialier vlio prefers ta retain this
market, need not soli th-e riglils cf il, as lie
vas jpractically compelled ta do by thie for-

mer lgislti A b- tat is conteinplated is
Iliat vhen lie does seli th. riglit boere, 1h.
puirelaser or il shail be prelect.d in bis
property against ail comners. larlinment
stioild net allow a session to go by vithout
dealinig witb Ibis important mubject.

Fronm the, AMl andl Empire, Jan. 12,1.
COPYRIGHT IN CANADA.

The subjeet cf copyright in Canada is
pessing iLseif upon us again by reasen of
te fact Iiat epecial colonial 'editions of
%vcrks, th. copyrights of %vhiieh for Canada
have been sold ta Canadiani publses are
sent te lb-e Dominion ta dispi ace th. editions
priuted and issued here. For many yenrs
n constitutions! controversy lias been in
progrea torib-ing th. juriadiction on tbis
copyright question. By the Imporial
aulliorilies il lias been maintslued Ilial an
English copyright runs current in ail lier
Majesly's dominions, Canada inôlnded,
withoul colonial legisial.ion or special regis-
Iration. One phasecf opinion in Canada
lias lield lb-e contrary view, naniely, lb-at
wlien copyright vas included in th. Britishi
Northi Amorica Act as one o! ur Federal
subjeels, it vas conceded Ihat v. should
have exclusive jurisdiction on thal malter.
This point of <ifference lien nul been judici-
ally delerinined, because no anuadian law
assuxning juriadiction lias passed beyond
its preliminary stages. As a malter of
tact, ve bave deferred ta the Imperial
decision.

But, vhile se doing, efforts bave been
made, nolsbly by Sir John Tliompsou, ta
harmnonize 1h. Iruperial. viev with lb-e Clan-
adiani requirenients. W. certninly vant lthe
riglil le buy tros tb-e EngliEli nuthor lbe
copyright et bis bock ln Canada, and ta
hold the copyright agaiuat oulside editions,
jusl as thie United States publisher lins the
riglit lu b-ny and bold the copyright of the
sanie bock acres. the lins. It la net n
demand for lb-e privilege to pirate Britislh
vorks. Nuthing ot that kind is preposed
or desired. Tt is ralier a proposition lb-at
lb-e Britishi autbor ny ho able le oeil ta a
new market, wbich publication in Canada
vili croate, or aI all evenls exteud. Sir
John Tlhoiipson's hill observed th. Britishi
copyright, but provided thiat 1he anlbeir
inigli sel! ta n Canadian publisher, in vhich
event lb. (Janadian. edilion stfriuld mile in
lhe market. Il vent turther, and dealared
thtwinteathrddutsl ta aCan-
adisu publisher the book iniglt ho repriuited

lu Canada, after due notice, and on condi-
tion that a royalty should ho paid ta thie
author, or ta the partypwenin, lb-e Britishi
rights. This project vas nul approived by
thie aulliorilies lu Englaud, possibly because
et lb. latter provision, and as a result lb-e
question bas liung tire. But rneanwliile
new conditions have arisen.- Our publishera
now buy Britishi copyright vorks and pub-.
1mb- tbein lu Canada. Il is a gocd thung
fer th, aulliors, fer they are p aid as they
should b. for their labgr. It is a good
tbinig for lbe Canedian reading public.
We gel aI a price as 1ev as, and lu somne
cases lover lb-an, th. EDgliali or Unitedl
States prices excellent editions! et 1h. latest
Iiterary productions. Il is a geud lbing for
Irade. Our printere, buokbinders, and
paper-mnakers participate in lb-e bock-pro-
dueiug business. But vbile tlie copyrighit
eau be houglit and the bock publislied, no
adlequate detence is accorded le our uwn
issues. A Canadien copyrightl edition. eau-
not be taken miet England and sold lb-are.
Of this we do net coinplain. The B3ritish
publisher bas beuglit bis market, and la
entilled te it. But slthough the Britishi
puiblisher is Ilins protected againsl ziny
Cenadian. compelitor, the Canadien pub..
lisher whlin -s bougb-t the riglita for Canada
is net prolected against the Englieli edi-
tien. ThieBritish- publisher eail gel ont bis
special and fiimsy edition for the colonies,
aud ean flood Ibis miarket, Ibus depriving,
net lb-e publisher aloe, but 1h. allied tades
'wbieh produce bocks, o! the Canadiun
maket, the copyright in vhicb- th. Canadian
publisher b-as bouglil.

TIi. situation is nul fair. When the
auther selle b-s Canadien riglhis, lb-e Cen-
adian buyer ouglit te bave themn, juat as tb.
Blritish or lbe United States publishers have,
the riglils lb-ey purebase. It nb-euh! nul
be dificult ta leglslate upon lbis question,
anuc in u b- linso et patent lgsain
W. are confident il eau b. dons vithoul
entrenching upon lb-e copyright principle
as laid dovu eitlier by Imperia] 1ev or by
trealy. It is a simple malter et relaining
1he cpyrigbt principle, but o! recogniziug
the riglit et the author to sel! aud of lb-e
Canadiani publisber le huy. If lb-e Can-
adian business is fairly protected il seexns
probable lb-at we shudl have a growing pub-.
lishing interest for Ibis market. Sncb an
intereal, villi il. varions ramifications,
vould b. ain advantage for aulbors on both
aides of the ocean, for th. rending public,,
vbich vent chetip and vell gel-up bcoks,
and for th. book-making industries.

ABOUT MINORI) BOOKS.

Seon. libraries conscieiotisly veed ont
bocks vhicli are " disceurag-ing " or" mutnr-
b-id." A Philadelphia reader proteste againaýt
Ibis idea. He says : " One nman's ment is
another mnan's poison. This saylng is
old aud homoly, but noune lb. lees true.
The duties ot a librariani consist entirely of
th-e registration and cars of the bocks, etC.e,
deciding tor adult uninds vhat Ihey shall
or shall notrend isnBotone ofthem. It ali
vishes te, supervise lb-e reading of eliildren,
that is anollier nualler, nllliough ove" lb-en
il seema te mn a u h a nalter that ean safe-
ly b. left lu lb-e decision oft le parents or
guardians ot these children.. Personnîîv 1
do net car. fer books that are Il disco)ur-ag
ing " or Ilmri, but 1 knov muany peeple
Who do0. Sncb people biave Sureiy a riglit


