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I-ow mnagnificent are her heritages!
A language rich and splendid in which

-the sublimest of poets, and the most
resistless of orators, have found adequate
expression for tlîeir overflowing souls;
a literature whicî lias flot only created
its own ideals but has appropriated to
itself ail tlîat is beatific, refined and en-
nobling ini that of erudite Greece and
classic Ronie; a constitutional systemn of
Governmlent free, unfettered, almost in-
dependent, for the principle of wvlich she
lias hiad nio figlit to îîîake, no blood to
shîed> no years of paralyzed suspense to
spend before entening into its enjoy-
ment; a vast area laid off in lirnine by
the lîand of Nature and Providence, and
wlîose resources are,' as if impatient at
the dilatory operations of man, obtrud-
ing tlicmselves f rom beneatlî the soul into
the very eye of every beholder; ail the
plîilosophic expositions of thîe lîunan
mind from thîe time when Socrates, Plato
and Aristotie dazzled tlje ancient world
with tlîeir almost superlîuman penetra-
tion into its nîysterious recesses, have
been collected aîîd sifted, the dross re-
moved, and the pure elements flot only
retained but recast, remoulded and burn-
islîed anew by thie no less profound and
eruidite men whîo have shîed glory upon
tue Anglo.. Saxon name and niade clearer
thie way for tlîat great elevation of man's
moral cliaracter wlîich in spite of pur-
blindness and pessimism is now rapidly
progressing.

Ahl tiiese are bestowed wîth thîe boun-
tiful pride of a parenît setting-off lus
favourite clîild upon the way of life.
Anîd tliere is more: This parent lias said
"Wlîosoever shall toucli thee, or menace
thee, so as to divert tlîee froii laying the
massive foundatioîîs of the greatness
tliou art (lcstifled to attaiîî shahl touch or
nienance nie; m1y am slîall be above thec
andl about thee, and the forces both by
Landi andi Sea that are at nîy comnmand,
are thîine to ensure thy safety and free-
doiii until tiîat day wlîen thou shait be
able to declare: 'I have attained the
full vigour of Nationhîood; I amn able to
stand alone, andc to vanquisli the secret
or truculent foc.'

With sticli a patrniony and with such
ausp icious cantaraderie, can Canada fail

to make lier greatness commensurate
with lier vastness? Only by perfidy to
herself-only by selfishiness and sordid-
ness.

As the greatest of foes is flot lie who
deciares himiself opeiîly and frorn with-
out, but lie wlîo insinuates rnonstrous
wrongs and hellishi projeets from the
very bosom of frienclship into the ear of
unsuspecting credulity, so the nation-de-
grading vices of selfislness and sordid-
ness have their nîationîal fago.

Canada stands aglias t, if not positively
angry, at the bare suggestion of any fate
overtaking lier, such as lbas extinguished
or torporized other Nations and Empires
in the past; but she must recognize tlîat
imnîunîty fromi dangers whiclî over-
wheimed otiiers, can only be secured by
the operation of sonie force or quality
tlîat tiiose otiiers either did not possess
or allowed to dwindle into desuetude.

The extinct or emasculated enmpires
did not pass away or decliiîe through
want of vigour and energy. Their ma-
terial and intellectual records teil us tlîat
they had calculateci with rnuch certainty
and enthusiasrn on tlîeir continuance to
the end of time. Roman Laws and In-
stitutions are studied to-day as miodels,
wlîiclî, if not exactly adaptable to our
own peculiar exigencies, are undoubtedly
the germinal source froii xvhiclî our own
have grown; and Roman Literature lias
contributed more to our language tlîan
ail the dialects of the Anîgles, the Saxons
and the Entons conîbined. But as soon
as mercenainess-the lust of public
plunder-in lier leaders, and the apathy
to, or tolerance of, tliat lust bv lier
people, appeared, the knell of Romeé xas
sounleci '; andl lier massive institutions,
andl subtie and scientific codes of Law
topI)led ini a geiîeral confusion and ruin.
Seifislhness and sordidness lîad achieved
for an envious wonld, ail that the world
seenîed unable to accomplish for itself-
the destruction of the Ronman Empire.

Seishnzess and .sordidn'iess exi.st to-day
as they did in the days of R orne.

It îs in no spirit of rancour tlîat we
touch this sore iii Canadian National
Life; and we do it only that it may be
scientifically treated, anid so radically re-
nîoved that it may neyer again display
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