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of the other provinces the wife and cbuîdren ail share equally
-L.e., per capita.

In the. following 'instance there is even a greater varia-
tion. It la the. case of the benefit being solely for a wife
who is nlot designated by name. In the event of her deatb,
there being no furtiier appointment by the assured, the In-
surance Acts o! Quebec, Manitoba and British Columbia pro-
vide that the mioneys revert te the assured's estate. In
Alberta the moneys go in equal shares to the. second wife
and children, if there are any. Chilâren of a deceased child
take the. parent's sbare. If there are no such benefici'aries
the mneys rovert to the assured'.s estate. In Ontario, Sas-
katchewan and the maritime provinces the second wife is
entitled to the benefits. If there ia ne second wife living
when the claim is payable, there is a reversion in favor ef
the assured's estate.

If the wife being a sole beneficiarýy is designatedl by
name and she predecess the assured, there boing ne furtiier
appeintme2nt, the statute law of Ontario, Saskatchewan and
Alberta prtovides that the moneyq are payable te the second
wvife and children in equal shares, the. children o! a deçeased.
child taking by~ representation. In Quebec, Manitoba and
British Columbia the. moneys revert te the. assured's estate.
In New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island the. childreu of
the assured are entitlod, whi in Nova eoetia only the infant
children take,

Thon, again, in British Columnbia and the. maritime pro-
vinces cildren o! a dec.ased child do net talc. the, parent's
share. In other werds, the, word "children" do.. not include
grandchildren ia these provinces. In ail the. etier provinces
Kirfldchiidren are included.
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sixteen year. andi there ia n~o restriction as te the benefiiary.
In the. etiiei provinces ther. ia ne legislation enabling inants
of any age te insure their lives. If, however, policee are
julcen out by minora on their own lives in Quebec, Manitoba
or the. maritime provinces, or even by chultiren under fifteen
years et age in Ontario, Saskatchewan andi Alberta, andi
uutier ulateen la ,British Coluaila, such pelicies are net ab>-
solutely voiti. They are only voitiable at the. instance of the.
infant. Iii ail cases they are binding on the cempany. It
i., accordlngly, quit. apparent iiow very unsatis!actery the.
law is on this particular subject.

In the payment o! insurance moneys te whichii nfants
are antitleti, there is an utter lack o! uni!ormity in the varions
provinces. In Ontario if there is ne truste. appointed by
the assureti te receive the. moneys, payaient must b. matie
into court. In Quebec, la sucii a case, payaient may b. madie
te the, t.ataipntary executor et the, assureti. If the. assureti
dies intestate a tutor ay b. appointeti whe oaa give an
effectuaI discharge on behalf ef thi. infant. la Manitoba, if
tiiere is ne trustee, the. meney an b, pali t. the. executor.
If tiiere is no executor, payaient caa b. matie te the guardian
of the. infant. Ia Alberta in the. absence o! a trustee, shares
of infnnts ay b. paid te a trust company appeinteti as
trustee by the. court. In certain cases the. uotiier of the in-
fant may be appointeti guardian andi reeive the. money. In

( fln1nnhin andi the. maritime ilrovinces the moeys

Ciiangiag Beneficiary
The law in the different provinces dealing witii the

method o! changing beneficiaries is not the sanie. In On-
tarie, Saskatchewan and Alberta it bas been held thnt if it
appears from the words used by the assured in the declara-
tient that hoe desires te, change the b>eneficiary, effeet must
h. given to it accordingly. Words o! a general .character
are suffilient as long as the intont of the. assured is reason-
ably plain. The Ontario courts have gone se far as ta hold
that a document signed in the form of a will by tii. assured,
though flot executed in accerdance with the Wills Act, and,
censequeintly, invalid as a testamentary document, is eff oct-
ual as a declaration te vary the benofits ef an insurance
côntract. In Quebec the. change mu~st bo effecteti by a dec-
laration in writin1g endoret upen or referring andi attached
te the. policy. In the other provinces the declaration te ho
effective, must refer te the pelicy by numbor or otiierwise.

It is worthy o! remark tliat in British Columbia there
is no legisiatioenabling an assured te reveke a benefit con-
ferred on an ordinary beneficiary without ,the latter's con-
sent. It does seeni rather anomnalous that wiiile the assureti
miay deprivo Ibs wi!e o! the benefit o! a policy by giving Ît
te his child, h. cannet talc. it trem a stranger unlosa the
rigit te change the beneftciary is reservod in the policy.

Law Shoulti b. More Unilfera

I think I have cited enougii instances te show that in
many respects life insurance legisiatien in respect te bene-
iciaries diffors widely in the. various provinces e! the. Do-

m~inion. Tiiere are many More. To my raint tiiere is ne
good reason wiiy such differences siiould exist. The cemmon
law of Englanti prevails in ail of the. previnces, with the. ex-
ception of Quebec andi even ln tint province meut o! the.11f e
insuranco legisiation la similar te tint in existence la the. reat
of the. Dominion. Generally spealcing, ecouomic anti social
conditions are the same i Nova Scotia as thoy are la Britishi
Columinha. Furtiiermor,, most of the life cempanies have
agencies ln ail of the. provinces anti have policyholders t rom
the Atlantic te the Pacifie. Why, thea, siiould tiiere net ho
unifoin legislation througiiout the. whole o! the. Dominion?
Everyono must admit that it would b. iiighly desirable.

In mny humble opinion, it siienît net be difficult te attain
this ebject. The. same broad underlying principles are tound
ia ail of the provincial insurance acts. It lu truc they differ
witiely in sorte respects, but net te such an extent tint it
'would be impossible for ail of the. provinces te get on cern-
moea ground. The. differences are mostly in details, but it
i. just these details that cause se much confusion, net enly
te the. companies, but te the insuring public as well. A
strong effort la being madie te have a motiel lire insurance
pelicy adopted by statut. ln the. varieus provinces. An
equslly strong effort shoulti be madie te co-ordinat. 11f. in-
surance legislation.

Laws Sheulti b. Codifieti

For one tbing, lite insurance bas become sucii a great
factor la the. business world of te-day that the laws relating

ite the subject shoulti b. codifieti. This course has been per-
5sied te a considerable extent in Quebec as well as in
Ontario anti Saskatchiewan. In Alberta and the. maritime
~provinces the, law has only been partly codifieti, On the.
otiierhanti, the. legislation ia Manitoba anti British Columbia
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