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THE SITUATION.

The Ontario elections have corne and gone, n<
Premier Ross finds himself in possession of a reduced
majoTity, about one-fourth of wbat it was in the late
Iluse. There are some contingencies yet to be met,
which cannot be'accurately foreseen, chiefly in the forrn
of recounits. There may of course be protests, but of
these littie lis at present known. When the mnajoritv\
counted four, Mr. Ross said it w-as sufficient; others
think it wilI grow, and others again talk of the pus-_
sibility of its disappearance. The question of prohibi-
tion played a very sulbordinate part in the contest; finot
a single prohibition candidate was eleeted, thottgh the
resuit in twoé or three constituencies is supposed to
.-lave been affected by the prohibition vote, 'l'le fact
ihows that prohibition, as a question of legisiation, hias
~iitherto occupied a poqition to which it was not en-
î1tled. The referendum will decide its fate, on a direct
Irote, when nothing else can interfere with it, in Deceni-
:)er next. As one of them, Mr. Ross wvill be due at
,he meeting of Colonial Premiers, in London, on the
Dccasi on of the Coronation; in the prescrit state o)f
iffairs it may be difficult for hîrn to get away. Evelits
ray move so as rapidly to decide questions now open;
)lit the chances are that the period of suspense wvIll be
,ontinued for several weeks. When the new Legisia-
iire will meet is a mnatter likely to dependl upoin
,ecouints and possible protests; the tendencv would bc,
f we look to Canadian precedents, to delay it as longr
L.1 circumstances will permit. We do flot look for an]
tarly session.

The South African war, in -which Canada volun-
arily took part with Great Britain, has happily corne
o an end, by the surrender of the Boer forces, of,
prrns which promise to ensure their future friendship,
aid which are likely to prove a4 vantageons to both
ides. Ail the Oomnp4es. under armis, in the field, at
-j tinie of the surreuder of thre chief s, are cotinteti )IL
s certain to follow the example set thlem and acqu'ese

ini the terrns -)f pec,1111at:gîwo~ n cvenl
Magnaniiious to Ille dufevatud 1uer1 hZigt toý u:e
the Duitch aguein scokad ut.is scrd
abo)4ut the oly q"l poin lle, calp 1itatin abou11t ~hc
thlere wlIl be a difrec f pnin reatBiti
cornles otjlt of Ille w\ar wth e1Ii petie and wîthi

rnuist be adinittud that lierri- tleshv ere
neededl lessons>. For Can lalte part1 t Ini h a
w\as a niew% departure; alnd it is osil that sonit'
reorgzanizatio)n of the Emnpire may Iiiiw bt this, if
it shoulld corne will ire a work of time. TV qesio
of the peace is treated ini an article in anoîhier omn

For.the p"etthe corn and' inconrelll t 11-s are t
remiiîn as neeed( qupot 4o tIr itil \ceu
W heni it is pos;iIble to m11111t.11n tlle c(11iilibriiui oif tueo
iiinances wtotthe pr(eýrnt igh-l rate o!e-4 tTý'Ii ax,

edtion i sure- to f41fhw. The ýConl dutj(, cuie
as a chaýrge -(o coýver regisýtration proe'.migt

ous to the charg-e of 1)(ing" at ta', oi fo1 ; a
for protection it cranv ii flt iitncdt e, Ie
question o! Iiiilutul pe(fuerecq \ý1 11:1 hav tu be cus
and Wete iîlfrid l.ireh\ enr hc i
Ilad e on their iul ect, rea rd the co)ti dulitirs a, iin
1neW a P ti the question oIf perncon thc muilt!al-
ity of ich he luad peiusl1v refuised to i Wsist. But it
dors int follow thart Ni,. cha'mberlain eaub iu 1 e
to favoýr coonal pfrec.Tit isý a prbeIof the
future, which \%Ili be defait \with ;t thev timei of t11Wet
ing o! ColonIiakl Peitersi onI tue( Ocaioný. 1! tlle Coro-
nation.

The replIy o! Ilhe lUriili Il.,,i OfIleý I )cparttment to
tire coilainl'lt o!Caad Illat hreiý anl unjuist dis-
criminiaion fi, po)stagte il, ,ao o Xnei niewVs-

paprsboks ndmagziesasComilparedi witl thle
po-staige on Brýti>h pu(iatfn Illte s inekid, 1,; tha-t
the thing coînplainerd of la tlle wo of Canada(1, herlse7l!,
and thiat as the .\iitricanrveu sfer an, arr11g ,-

men uderwhchthe ~okis dun ta lSs, il is prob-
able Canada would ý hav p> dificujljty NIn gettinig the
American Guve%*rnmen(,tt toe cancel thle agreernentt.
Bieaides tis, the, Briti>lh rate cano e re cl, lthe
case o! Canlada, withouit lo to Ille reen e eides
producing a breachi in the uniifoýrnity, o! ratesý coi-
neccted Withl the Britishi colon)ial; servicc geunerally N

Thre report cornces froin LiverTpool that thec Cunlard
Steainship Company lias entered oIn the forma-ilti of a
shipping combmnation, fin connectioni withi the EýidIer-
Dempster and the Allan Li.nes. This, mo1Vemenclt 15

intended as a response to tire Môg nmerge-r. The
Men enigaged in the effort tx, bring ablout thiis comibin-
ation wvilI donlitless attentn to secuire subisidiles both,
froi Canada -and Great Britainý.

Tire opinions expresacd and tlle res)ioins paissed
at the Conferenlce of the Boards o! Trade are so far
apart from the opinions which prevail ]in nl n that
there is little prospect of their finiding acceptance lu
that country. Somle of the speýAers, went to the


