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INDUCTION 0F ABORTION.

F. Caruso (Arc/i. di Os/ct. e Gizec.) clescribes the second case, in
wvhich lie lias induced abortion by means of curettage. In it, as in
-the first case, which hie published in IS894, the indication for
induction was hyperemesis gsravidarum, but there wvas an addi-
tional necessity, consisting in the presence of pulmonary phtliisis.
There wvere also signs of metritis. Iinder chiloroform the cervix
vvas rapidly dilated with ICùstner's dilators, thie uterus ivas emptied
by means of Rapin's curette and forceps, and iodine was applied
to the uterine interior in the hope of curiticg the cudometritis. In
a few hiours the vomiting hiad ccased as if by magic (corne per
,in.cain/o). On1 the folIowving day the temperature began to fali, and
the operation wvas soon quite recovered from; the pulmonary
condition remained much the samie. A list of about thirty-seven
cases, in %vhicli this method of inducîng abortion lias becn used by
various obstetricians, is given, from whichi it scems tbere bias been
no maternai m6rtality. The indication has generally been hyper-
*emesis, but it bas also been undertaken for phithisis, for pelvic
.contraction of highi grade, for syphilis, melanchiolia, septicemnia,
and hystero-epilcpsy. Caruso contrasts it with the injection of
glycerine into the uterus, the application of iodine to, the interic'r
of the uterus wvith a metallic sound, the intrcd:.sýction of a piece of
solid nitrate of silver into the uterus along withi thie givingr of ergot

bythe mouth, and thie injection of tincture of iodine through a
*catheter right up to the fundus uteri.IJ eivsta tecl
-ail these methods; that, in a word, it is the pro.cedure of election
for forced exteniporary induction of abortion in the first tbreec
.rnonths of pregn an cy.-Bri/i. Afcd. Joie-.

SYMPTOMS AND DIAGNOSIS 0F MEMBRANOUS COLITIS.

Membranous colitis is usually a primary disease (Boas, Deze/scze
led. IlVoc/z.), though it may be a complication of appendicitis,

-cholelithiasis, intestinal sand formation, larvoe of flues in the colon,
carcinorria of the ascending colon, and uterine diseases. It affects
wornen more often than men, and consists in a peculiar catarrh of
the colon, %vith a tendency to the formation of plastic casts. The
dIisease described by Nothnagel as " colitis mucosa," wvhich is
characteerized by paroxysmal attacks of colic, with the expulsion
of mucous masses and the perfectly normal behaviour of the
intestine between the attacks, is very rare. Even when these
symptoms are present the cause is usually catarrlial colitis. Boas


