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of producing aloin f rom the different brands of aloes this drug
has become very popular, ai-d has takeni the place of the crude
drug to a considerable degree. Aloin enters into almost every
erumenagogue pili and mixture. Its value as a therapeutical
agent is so well known that il is not necessary for us to speak
of it in detail, yet we (lesire to say that its addition to the drugs
in question aids very materially in making " Ergoapiol " so
valuable a combination. Being a niild stomach tonic, it aids in
overcoming the irritable qualities of the savin; also acting as a
hepatic stimulant, freeing the portai circulation and relieving
the torpid condition of the lower bowel, it goes a great way
towar(l relieving that condition su often present in diseases of
womnen-pelvic engorgement. These qualities make it an J(leal
adjunct to the emimenagogues mientioned. Our attention w as
calle(l to '' Ergoapiol '' (Smith) throuigh a reprint f romi a St.
Louis journal. Tlhis reprint gave the naines of remedies enter-
ing into the combination. XVe at once conichl(lec tliat this prod-
uct \vot1l(l be a uiseful or1e, andl secuiring a suiinly we began pre-
scribing it wherever indicated. The resuits were evenl greater
than wve had anticipated. From the beginning 'x e have kept
clinical notes of each case, some of xvhich wvill be recorded in
tliis article. '' Ergoapiol '' is a inild, aromatic stomacli tonic,
ano(lVfe, antisl)asnmo(ic, and biepatic stimulant. It is also a
laxative, trn ideal emmenagogue in the fulil sense of the term,
an(l exerts a (lecile(l tonic influence tipoli atonic conditions of
the pelvic viscera. It is in(licated to a greater or less extent iu
aIl fornîs of (lvsmnenllirrhea, viz., atonic, congestive, obstructive
and iiemilirail(IoS. Iu true obstructive dysmnenorrhea due to
actual stenosis of the uiterîne canal, to a sharp flexture of the
orgain, or to the valve-like action of a dlot or a l)0ly1), it is sel(lom
in(licate(l, l)ecatise this foi-m of organic (lysmenorrhea requires
either surgical operations or mnechanical nîeans to effect a cure.
J-owever, goo(l resits miay be exl)ecte(l from its uise after such
operations have failed to comî)lete a cure or to relieve the suf-
fering. It it even useful iii the formn vhere dlots cause the
trouble by their miechanîcal obstrtuction, and we bave seen its
administration cause the passage of a polyp iii one patient.
Go'xl results nuiv be expected from its uise in tliat forni of dlys-
menorrhea known as membranous, due to an exfoliation of the
endometriunî in the form of a membrane. In amenorrhea it is
far superior in value to any reniedy wve have yet tried, if the
cases are properly selected. Amenorrhea due to ' taking cold at
the menstrual period, or catised by shock, can be relieved with
the rerme(y in question. This remedy is occasionally beneficial


