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FIRST LETTER OF THE REV. JAMES MAHER,
OF CARLOW, ON * BIBLE-READING.”
70 CLAYTGN BROWNE, ESQ.

Sir-—Permit me respectfully to call your at-
tention, and, through you, the attention gf the
Magistracy of Carlow, to an intolerable nuisance
amongst us which ought to b-e abated. ]

Last August, Sir Benjamin all, Chief Com-
jissioner, suppressed Bible reading ax}d prca.ch-
ng in the royal parks of Lon.don. ] This practice,
as it i now understood, consists in denouncing,
with Bible in hand, some or all the doctrines of
Christianity in such language as is most likely to
wound the religious feelings of believers. er
Majesty’s Commissioners dealt with the offence
in 2 summary way amid the indignant reclama-
tions of all the Biblicals. The Press in the in-
terest of that party raised a great clamor, but
the work was done. It would be well, indeed,
il the evil, which exists in this country to @ far
greater extent, was met with the same cool de-
termined spirit.

Sir, it 1s not necessary to inform you of the
existence of this monster evil amongst us.  The
Bible-readers are in all our towns and villages;
they constitute a large body of ignorant, unedu-
cated, and characterless men.  Who they are,
or who sent them, or where they come from,
what are their antecedents, what doctrines they
hold, what creed they profess, nobody knows nor
cares. They are generally hired at very low
wages-—a shilling or two a day—and their busi-
nessis to go through their district, assailing, in
scason and out ol seasen, Catholies and Catho-
licity. They set to work durin{ the day prinei-
pally in the outskirts and back lanes of towns
where poverty and distress press most heavily on
the people, and in the evening they prepare the
reports of the progress they have made, which
they forward weekly or monthly to their paymas-
ters.  They manage not unfrequently to get up a
Biblical riot ; they irritate the people alimost be-
vond endurance ; they bore them, designate them
“idolators,”gand from angry words the parties
sonetinies come to blows.  The result is always
sratifying to the Bible-readers, as affording im-
portant matters for their report, proving also that
they suffer persecution for justice sake, and
therefore highly deserve their pay.

In this hasty sketch, [ think, Sir, you will ad-
mit that the character and motives of these men,
judging from their public acts as they come be-
fore us,are in no wise misrepresented. They can-
aot possibly do any good : they generally do great
harm ; they create bickerings, dissensions, and all
wanner of uncharitableness.  They ought, there-
fore, to be disconntenanced by the Magistracy, or
summarily put down as they have been in Lon-
don, It s said, and, perhaps, believed, that
they make converts.  No, Sir, not one ; and if
you permit me, I ghall show you most satisfacto-
7ily, in a plain vncontroversial way, the impossi-
bility of such a result.  The subject is to e as
clear as that two and two make four;and T think
Tcan, if you do me the honor to read this letter,
communicate to your fair and unprejudiced mind
my convictions. Bible-readers can make no con-
vetts, simply because Protestantism, when fairly
and fully examined, bas nothing in it, as a reli-
gion, to induce Catholics to accept it.

First—Drotestantism, or the Protestant reli-
gion, has evidently suffered to fall into disuse al]
the sacrmments, the fountains whence we draw
the waters of salvation. The grace of regene-
ration in Baptism is denicd by the majority of the
ﬁlt‘rgy, or, at most, it is left an open question.
The great sacrament of Confirmation, conferred
solely by episcopal hands, it considers as a vene-
rable ceremony—nothing more. It has closed
the sacred tribunal of Penance, where sin, thro’
the blond of the Redecmer, is remitted. The
anointing of the sick it has long since laid aside
s useless and dangerous, especially in infectious
diseases, notwithstanding the testimony of St.
dames in its favor (chap. v., verse 14.)

Orders and Matrimony in the Protestant ritual,
are no longer sacraments. They confer no pe-
culiar grace.  The former is simply an appoint-
ment to a spiritual dignity, like the appoiniments
0 secular offices, by letters patent from the
Queen.  The latter is a civil contract—nothing
more, before the Parish registrar.,  The presence
of Christ in the Ioly fSucharist, under the Sa-
cramental Veils, it ignores. 1His being in the
mist of us, declared by himself to be his de-
light, was felt by Protestantism to be simply an
Inconvenience. Tt cannot realize what it is fo
have the Blessed Sucrament, and to believe in
Wand love, as Catholics believe and fove, The
tally sucrificc—the renewal and commemoration
ot that on Calvary—it has given up ;—hence the
church doors are closed from Sunday to Suaday ;
md even then, how few attend, because they
“an read their Bible and pray at home, and no-
=hfng more is done at Church. With angels aor
*nts Protestantism holds no communion, 1t bas
"othing of loving revercnce or affection for the
“ver Blessed Virgia Bfary. Although she is the

“"IHE « SWADDLER" NUISANCE.

MONTREAL, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1857.

woman clothed with the sun, with the moon be-
neath ber feet, it fears to do her homage. It
hesitates to give her the glorious title of Deipara.
Tt is angry with us for making so much of them.
We do them, in Drotestant opinion, {oo wmuch
houor. Even the Cross, the sign of the Son of
Mau, finds little favor in its eyes. In one word,
Protestantism having, in its ritual, left out what-
ever of holiness, of grace, of heavenly gifts,
whatever unites us closely with God, and brings
us nearer to the Saviour; baving left all these
things out, it calls what remains by the appro-
priate, but unsatisfactory name of 1’rotestantism,
It creates a great void. The tabernacle is de-
serted. 'The Holy of 1Iolies is not there. The
Victim of Calvary is gone. Some scraps of
doctrine, it is true, from the Old Church, are
still retained ; but the great Blysteries, the Sa-
craments and the Sacrifice are done away with.
The Church is reduced to the condition of an
assembly roomn or prayer hall—all its sanclity
disappears—it is laid spiritually desolate, and this
very desolation in the holy places is properly
called  Protustantiam.  These traths, although
stated inoflensively, are disagreeable to some,
and the more disagrecable hecause they are sim-
ply the truth, and cannot be denied. Is there
any sophistry, any rhetorical artifice and misre-
presentation 1w this simple statement?  Protest-
ontism is, I freely admit, a respectable, gentle-
manly sort of religion, made and ordered by the
State for the comfort and convenience of the
higher classes. The head of the State—the
King or Queen, as the case may be—being al-
ways, of course, head of the religion. It has
dispensed with [asting, mortification, clerical ce-
libacy, and all monastic and religious vows ; and
lo put matters on a still more comfortable foot-
ing, youare, Sir, at liberty to believe just as
much as you please, and nothing more. The
faitn of others, be they Bishops or Archbishops,
nowise influcnces your belief.  In a word, Sir, it
is a form of worship without Sacraments, without
Sacnfice, without (Graces or a Priesthood; but
it has state-appointed Dignitaries, nobly endow-
ed with rich benefices and enormous episcopal in-
comes. This is not, I trust, stating the case un-
fairly.  What, then, T respectfully ask, has Pro-
testantism, as a religion, to offer, which Catholics
can accept. To profess Protestantisi, as it ap-
pears to us, would be to give up the religion we
bave—rich in grace and spiritual power, and to
live without any. We cannot consent to do this.
If you ask us to give up the Holy Sacraments
and dread Sacrifice once offered on Calvary, and
now renewed daily on our altars—the great
pledge of GGod’s eternal love for man, you ought
to offer something heavenly in its place-—some-
thing besides the mere negation or rejection of
Catholic doctrines, which iz properly enough
signilied by the term Protestantism. A Catholic
may, for some femporal advantage, to improve,
for example, his chance of obtaining some of
those minor situations in the gift of the gentry,
go to the Established Church on Sunday, or he
may give up Christianity altogether ; but he ne-
ver can become a believer in Protestantism, for
this simple reason that there is nothing in it, no
dogmas, no fixed creed, no Sacraments to believe
in. This opinions was held by Dr. Jobnson, one
of the greatest schoolars that Protestantism has
to boast of. He says :—

“ A man who is converted from Protestantism
to Popery may be sincere. e parts with no-
thing ; he is only superadding to what he alrcady
had.  But, to convert from Popery to Protes-
tantism, a man gives up so much of what he bas
held as sacred as anything be retains; there is
such a laceration of mind, in such a conversation,
that it can hardly be sincére or lasting.”

"The Doctor saw the matter, precisely in the
light in which we view it, and had the courage
and honesty to state the truth openly.

Protestantism, so far from having power to
gain over Catholics, cannot even retain those
who were brought up in its communion. Ithas
no hold, never had any, on the masses of the peo-
ple ; what is their condition in England, where
Protestantism has bad things all its own way for
three centuries? Every account, whether from
Parliament, or the Lpiscopate, concurs, in stat-
ing, that the artizan and working classes have
%‘ivcn up religion altogether, and live without a

+od in the world. Her Majesty’s Commissioners,
in their report on the last census, have made aw-
ful revelations on that subject; they announce,
page 97, « that myriads of our labormg popula-
tion arc really asignorant of Christianity as were
the Ieathen Saxons at Augustine’s landing.” 1f
a gentleman will go, says the T3mes, January
1854, to bis church he will discover that the
working people are not there. “If he goes to
the next parish church, and the nearest chapel of
ease, and the proprietary chapels about him, and
the dissenting chapels, and to every place where
(zod is worshipped 42 any manncr whatsocver,
he will stdl find the working classes not there.”’
All this comes of Protestantism. It evidently
cannot retaw, or win back the poor, but the most
striking evidence of its insufficiency to satisfy the
inquiring mind is the great fact that it has beea

unable to retain its most distinguished scholars,
who have lately leftit: men of the first order of
mind, of deep rescarch, distingnished amongst
their fellows in every walk of science, to whom
the succession to the richest benelicesin the world
was no distant prospect. They have been nursed
in the lap of Protestantism—instructed in all its
traditions—they bave studied its plilosophy—
mastered its theology—and knew its history.
They walked within its sanctuary : obtained di-
stinction in its pulpits and the balls of the univer-
sitics. They were second to none in the various
departments of science and literature ; they par-
took of the good taings which Protestantisin had
to hestow ; they were bound to it by a thousand
ties, enjoyed its dignities, obtained position and
wealth in its high places; why did they not re-
main { Siinply because they knew, and who could
know better, that Protestantism had none of the
aids, the heavenly gifts, the spiritual consolations
which the Christian souls feels its wants. It has
learning, refinement, cultivated taste, wealthin
abundance, clegance of manners, but it wants the
sacraments and sacrifice—the characteristics of
religion—which brings to the souls the merits of
the Saviour, the all-sanctifying blood of Calvary.

Can it, then, be reasonably hoped that Catho-
lics will take up Protestantism as a religion (they
may, one or other, embrace it has a means of
saving themselves and families from the pangs of
hunger) when they see that the people, born and
baptized in that communion, have 1 millions
abandoned it, and that the most learned and vir-
tuous of its Doctors and Divines, after much
prayer and diligent search, have renounced it,
and all ils advantages for ever.  As well might
you expect to see the strange pheoomenon in na-
ture of the sun withholding its light, or the stream
flowing back to its source. Catholics have rea-
son to know Protestantism well. 1t never came
to our doors as a blessing ; it came to insult, de-

‘claring us, on oath, who adore alone the one

eternal livng God, to be “idolators.” It never
brought us anything but sorrow, and never left
us without taking the fruits of our labor, for
which it made us no return. It inflicted upon us
the Penal Code, which Dr, Johnson describes as
exceeding in cruelty, intensity, and duration, the
carly persccutions of Christianity. It seized
upon, and retains the provision of the poor, and
the revenues destined for those who ministered to
them in religion, although the people have ever
rejected ifs ministrations, holding with fidelity
to the faith of their fathers. Catholics know
very well that every heresy, every error in reli-
gion, is tolerated within its bosom by I’rotestant-
ism. No form of opinion, save the ancient faith,
comes amiss; 1t stands weil with Arianism, Sa-
bellianism, with those who deny the Divinity of
Christ—the T'rinity of Persons. Fven some of
its Bishops reject these doginas, and still retain
high places ; but it never ceases to hate, to op-
pose the ancient Church whose income it enjoys.
For that it came into the world, for that it con-
tinues to exist ; and whenever it succeeds in any
country in trampling out Catholicity, it falls at
once into infidelity.  Opposition to, and hatred
of the Catholic religion, being the breath of its
nostrils. The Tymes, May, 1856, represents the
friends of Protestantism, whun its endowments
came last under discussion, in the House of Com-
mons, on Mr. Miall’s motion, a5 hanging back
from its defence. « Nobody,” says this journal,
“could speak an affectionate or enthusiastic word
for it. There was nothing in its history to ap-
peal to—no great work to point to. Nobody
could say that it had diminished Romanism, or
done any remarkable service of any kind. Every-
body felt, in short, that the Irish Establishment
vas an anomaly in theory, as represeating so
small a part of the population, and had been a
feeble and inefiective, and a corrupt institution
in practice.”

If Protestants can remain with a safe con-
science in this institution, be it so. Itis their
own affair, but to ask Cathelies to join it, is in-
fatuation. ' We cannot unless we give up all idea
of religion. Having, I trust, convinced you of
this important truth, have 1 not a nght to call
upon you, and the magistrates of Carlow, to dis-
countenance the fraternity of Proselytizers, who
disturb our peace, and tease and iosult in a thou-
sand ways our people ? The religion of Sir Tho-
mas More, a Fenclon, a St. Francis Xavier, a
St. Vincent de Paul) in a word,of all the Saints
in the calendar, and of one hundred thousand liv-
ing Sisters of Mercy and Charity besides, as de-
voted to the duties of relicving suffering hinmani-
ty, as Miss Florence Nightingale-—s0 culogised
and celebrated solely because she shines almost
alone (purely and brightly I admit), in the firma-
ment of Protestantisin ; such a religion, I say,
ought to be spared the vulgar gibes and coarse
abuses of hired ignorance and unscrupulous slan-
der. The employment of such agency is infinitely
discreditable to the Protestant ministry.  'Well
may i{riends denounce it “ as a corrupt institution
in practice.” )

Wishing you, Sir, many happy returns of this
holy season, I bave the honor to be, your’s truly,
Carlow, Dec. 31, 1856. Jawmes Maxee.

P. S.—Next weck I shall invite your atten-
tion to the discreditable system of proslytism at-
tempted in Graigue, under the auspices of the
Rev. Dawson Massey., The -arts employed for
that purpose will, T think, surprie the public.

T'he January number of the Dudiin Review
contains a very interesting article on  T'he Irtsh
in Iingland,” which is generally attributed to
His Fminence, the Cardinal Archbishop of West-
minster.  We think our readers, to whom the
Review is perhaps not generally accessible, will
thank us for transferring it, or the greater part
thereof, to our columus :—

“ Among the different races of which the vast
population of England is composed, there is one
which presents to any ordinury observer the most
evident and indubituble marks of a complete iso-
lation from the rest.  Although legally united
under the same form  of government, entitled to
the same privileges, and subjected to the same
political burdens, the Trish are still as truly
*aliens” in race, in religion, and in feeling, from
the great mass of the British nation, as they were
three hundred years ago. A settlement of Irish
existed from time immemorial in T.ondon and
clsewhere ; but the influx from Ireland has im-
mensely increased during the last Gfty or sisty
years, Long before the famine of 1546, they
bad dispersed themselves in large bodies over the
country, searching for employment and the means
of subsistence. 'The misery, the poverty, and
the want which they had to endure at home ; the
hope of bettering their condition on the more
favored soil of Britain 5 the demand for labor in
the large mereantile and manufacturing cities, the
attraction of the harvest and the hop gathermg,
the migratory spirit itself of the people, all these
have been the causes of their surprising immiyra-
tion into England. At present they form a lurge
and an increasing portion of the lower population
of the country. They are to be found almost
everywhere throughout the length and breadth of
the land. We can torm some idea of the vast
multitudes of Irish in England, by bearing in
mind that of the Catholic population of the eoun-
try, which is every day swelling ity numbers, the
overwhelming mujority are natives of Irelund.—
It was the complaint of the Roman satirist, that
go where he would he wus sure to meet with o
hungry Greek.

Girgeeulus esuriens in caluin, jusseris, ihir,

“ And we can well imagine a sturdy and phleg-
malic Saxon giving wrathful utterance to a sint-
lar lamentation with respect to the Irish,  You
mect them on the highways ¢ tramping’ the coun-
{ry, with a patience and n diligence worthy of a
more profitable occupation. In the streets of
London you encounter light-hearted and happy
looking Irish boys, and you canpot but wonder
at the strange destiny which bas transplanted
them fromn the rural scepes, and the loly wells,
and the green fields, and the purple mountains of
their native land into the midst of the busy Ba-
bylon of the world. The poor girls, who eke

out.a scanty subsistence by the sale of {lowers,

are, many of tbem, natives of Ireland. 'The
stout hodder or bricklayer’s laborer has probably
come from the county of Cork. 'The Irish have
invaded the ancient trade of the KEnglish coster-
monger, usurped his rights, and carried off a por-
tion of his profits. They are in the arsenal at
Woolwich, in the factories of Norwichand Kent,
in the farm houses of Essex and Sussex, in - the
market gardens near London, m the police and
the army, and among those valiant sailors who
guard our coasts from smugglers and the French.
[t is some destitute and friendless Irish girl, aged
from sixteen to twenty yeary, who is maid of all
work to the humblest class of London shopkecp-
crs, a9 well us to that low grade of Jewish house-
holders whao inhabit the unaristocratic neighbor-
hood of Spitalfields. Tn a word, the lower class
of Irish are to the rest of the population of Iong-
land what the Hebrews were to the Egyptians ;
with this material difference, that whereas the
latter inhabited the most favored part of Egypt,
and ate (he fatoess of the land, the Irish are
congregated together in  the poorest, the
most squalid, the most neglected, and the most
destitute corners of our cities, while their food is
very often the crumbs which fall from the rich
man’s table.* Or morc properly, they are to the
English what the Gabaonites were to the Isracl-
ites in Canaan ; that is to say, they have become,
by cracl misfortune,and by hard necessity, ¢ hew-
ers of wood and drasvers of water’ to the proud
Anglo-Saxon race.

* The [rish strecet-gellers, T am informed, buy two-
thirds of all the refuse, the other third being par-
chased by the lower class of English cestermongers,
—¢ the illegitimates”—ag they ere celled. Ve must
not consiler the sale of the damaged fruit so great
an evil a3 it would, at the Grst Llush, appear, tor it
constitutes perhaps the sole lnxnry of poar childsen,
as well as of the poor themselves, who, were it not
for the balfpenny and farthing lots of the refose-
sellers, would doubtless never know the taate of
auch thinga.—London Lakor, vol. i p. 118,

No. 27.

“Tt is this people, thus scattered throughout
the Jand, and increasing every day in numbers
and in importance, although occupying at present
the lowest position in the scale of national esti-
mation, which constitute the unmediate and press-
ing charge of the Church.  They are her chil-
dren, and whatever be their faults or their short-
comings in other respects, at all events they can-
not be accused of unfaithfulaess to the profession
of the Catholic faith. 'T'o the Church they have
been steadfast, through good report and through
evit report; and she has now to take them by
the hand, to draw out, and to cultivate the good
seed which her sacraments have planted in their
souls ; ‘o educate them as well socially as religi-
ously, and by means of them, and through then,
to inpress herself gradually, and favorably, upon
the nation al large. Tt is, therefore, of the first
woment, that all who are interested in the exten-
sion of the Catholic Church in Tnglind, should
devote their very best efforts towards bringing
inio shape, and order, and discipline, that vast
body of Catholies which is comprised within the
[vish poor.  DBut, iv order to do this with profit,
and with effeet, we must understand those whore
we  would wish to inlluence and to train. The
Irish poor form a study by themselves.  They
lave their own modes of thought, their own na.
tional character, their own ways of givingr ex-
pression to their religions feelings, their owa
habits and theic own prejudices. o deal with
them to any purpose, we must be able both to
understand their national character and their na-
tional peculiaritics, and to some extent al least,
be pre-disposed to sympathize with their feelings.
‘We confess that whenever we discover in those
who have had opportunities of becoming acquaint-
od with them, an inaptitude to understand  the
Irish poor, and an incapability of appreciating
them, we are always tempted to atteibute it te
one or other of these causes, Tt may proceed
from the absence of that Catholie instinet which
no mere education can bestow.  Or it may be
the result of a certain stifness and severity of
tone, which i to some extenl common lo the
Catholics, no less than to the Protestants, of
Eagland ; or it may the effect of a refement
which almost amounts to a disease, which i+ fag-
tidiously intolerant of all that does not corres-
pond with its own peculine 1y of eeligious pro-
priety, and which is as little at its case in the
churches of liame or Naples, as in dealing with
the poor of Trelund.  In addition to their other
difficulties, the Irish in this country, as in Ame-
rica, have to contend with a prejudice universab
against them. It is useless to deny the exist-
ence of such a prejudiee, and it would be unfair
and untrue to assert that it is fornded upon the
difference of religion alone.  “F'he Catholicity of
the Irish, no doubt, magnifies and inercasces this
national prejudice against them ; but the prejuw-
dice itself existed when the twa veople were
Catholic. [t is a prejudice of race, not of re-
ligion, und it has its foundation in a natural dif-
fereace of temperament, character, and disposi-
tion. Dut itseffect with those who ecome in con~
tact with the Irish is too frequently to render
them incapable of producing any useful impres-
sion upon that people, because, incapable of put-
ting themselves into the position of so different &
race, unravelling their modes of thought, and
scemg things from their own point of view.—
Thus they become to each other like men whe
are speaking in unknown tongues. Ilach party
fails tn his attempts to wake the other compre-
hend bis mearning, and cach departs more and
more strengthened and confirmed in his heredi-
tary prejudices—the Irish longing for those who
will be able to understand bim, and the Eoglish
more strongly convinced than ever that all Irish-
mnen are impracticable-—are in fact nothing bet-
ter than rogues, vagabonds, and lars.

“ We shall not, we trust, be considered pre-
sumptuous, il we confess that it is our desire m
the present article to set the character of the
Trish poor in its true light before our readers.—
We have no object to serve except the cause of
truth, and justice, and charity. 'We acknow-
ledge to eatertain a genuine appreciation and ad-
miration of the real Irish poor, especially as they
are to be secn in their own country ; but we are
not going to be carried away by any mere seoti-
ment of a patural liking, 'We shall state, with
fairness and with candor, all that we honestly be-
lieve is to be said for, and all that is to be said
against, the Irish in England. We shall not
hide the good, nor shall we disown the bad. We
shall endeavor to describe them to the best of our
power, as they really are.  And whatever con-
clusions we shall draw with respect to their
claims upon our sympathy, and to their capabili-
ties of improvement, shall be founded upon the
actual characier and condition of the people,
wich as we conscientiously believe, and shall
show it to be.

« 1. Although the large masses of Irish which
are to be met with in the great towns of Eng-
land, are considered even by the lower classes of
the English population to occupy a still lower
grade in the social system than themselves, yet
it can be shown by the most indisputable testi~



