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MONTREAL, FR

PRESBYTERTANISM AND LIBERTY.
(From the Shepherd of the Valley.)

A parson in this city recently delivered a public
disconrse of some length, as Presbyterian parsons
ave free to do; not content with that, he published
this discourse in the columns of the Republican—a
privilege seldom permitted to Presbyterian parsons.
"The object of the discourse—which we read with
delight—was two-fold ; perhaps it was three-fald.—
1st--to slander the Catholic Religion; 2nd—to
show that the Presbyterian Sect is the light of the
world; 3rd—fo prove that the author of the sermon
is the light of the Presbyterian Sect.

This sermon amused us. We intended that it
should amuse our readers. These parsons are very
dull fellows when they try to joke, Lut their serious
efforts are very often cxquisite and inimitable jests.
So it was in this ease.  We put. the discourse aside
for review so carefully that for the"present it is hid-
den even {rom ourselves. 'Weo are sorry for this, for
we should harve liked to bave the preacher speak for
himsell.  As itis, we must content ourselves with
saying that the sermonizer praised his Sect as the
peculiar friend and patron of learning and the fire
arts, and the religious body to which, more than to
any other, the people of these United Stafes are in-
debted for the assertion and promulgation of those
free and culightenced principles of government which
have made this country—what it is.  Popery was

painted in very black calors, by way of contrast,ant |

the writer, inventing some of his facts, and distort-
ing others, suceeeded in showing to bis own satisfze-
ticn, no doubt, that Popery is at once the cnemy of
solid iearning, the fina arts and rational frcedom,
both intellectual and political.  Popery, however, lus
lived through other attacks of this sort, and is not
ceatively extingushed, though this sermon has been
preached and published.

To dectamution, we propose to appose facts; such
facts as oreurred to us whilst reading the sermon and
as, thongh perliaps sol the most striking, are quite
sufivient to topple down the airy castle which the
preacher has amused himself Ly setting up.

The preacher unfortunately forgat the declaralion
of his own # Confession of Faith.” TIe professesto
Le the zdvocale of unbounded Liberty of Conscicnee
and Freedom of Speeel; he believes that the peo-
pie of the United States are indebted to Presbyte-
rianiss for (he enjoyment and preservation of thase
biessings ; he is opposed to the civil punishiment of
heresy, which lie denonnces as a peeuliarly  Popish
practice ; meanwhile, the Confession of Ifaith, te
whose teachings he Ias pledged himself to confirm
bis own, and which his Sect sets forth as containing
“ the Sum of SBaving Knowledge,” says, Chap. xx.,
Art. v,

“Yor the publishing of such opinions, or main-
taining of such practices, as are contrary to the light
ol nature, or to the known principles of Christianity,
whiether concerning faith, worship or conversation ; or
1o the power of godliness; or such erroncous opi-
niens or practices as, either in their own nature, ar
in the manner of publishing or maintaininy them, are
destractive fo the eternal peace and order which
Chlrist has established in the Chureh ; they [the he-
retical and contuinacious] may lawlully be called to
aecount, and proceeded against by (he censwees of
the Church, and by the power of the ‘civil magis-
trafe.””

I'he Presbyterian Confession of Faith does, there-
fore, teach the civil punishment of spiritual crimes,
and is, in this respect, in opposition with the spirit of
thie age ; guilty of the very uapopular teachivg charged
upon Popery by the preacher, and in direct contra-
diction with the whole tenor of his discourse.

Calvin, the great founder of the heresy to which
the preacher is addicted, was so far from idenlifying
his new Gospel with Republicanism, that ;he taught
in the 20th and last chapter of his book of the In-
stitutions of the Clristian Religion, (Sec. 21-29,
edition of Angust, 1536) that Kinas partake of the
omnipotence of God, He says—Reges @ Deo im-
perium habere, ct divinam potestatem in vegibus
vesidere, that Kings have empire from God, and that
a divine powet resides in them. Yle proceeds from
this to argue that it is a” sacrilege to offend against
kings. Tt is true that a change in the political .cir-
cumstances of Mr. Calvin, led him {o change bhis
note before the next month was out. But the faet
vemains, that the great Reformer, when vninfinenced
by a regard to his own temporal prosperity, laid
down in his great theological text book, the doctrine
of implicit obedicnce, and the unlawfulness of resist-
ance'in any case whalsoever, with as much clearness
aod force as he had at his command. .

We pass, howerer, from the theory of the Puri-
tans to their practice. Their early rule in this coun-
try in the day of their power, is known as one of the
meaucst and most detestable tyrannies oo record.—
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':of his real godliness. What were then considered 1 whole, the spirit in which the holiday was kept was |
ias the simns of real godliness, the sad colored [not unworthy of a Christian festival,
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"The spiritual descendants of men who made it a pe-
nal oftence to eat mince pies at Christmas, and for a |

!plensure to the spectators.  Indend, he generally con-
Itrived 1o enjoy the double pleasure of tormenting

mather to kiss her child on the Sabbath day, and who | both spectators ind bear.

decreed that those who refused to attend the conven- {

¢ Derhaps no single circumstance more strongly

ticle on Sunday, should go 1o jail—as did the New ! illustrafes the temper of the precisians than their con-
England Puritans in the colony times, have little ! duct respecting Christmas day.  Christas had been
right to boast that the first fathers of their Supersti- | from fime immemarial, the season of joy and dowes-

tion laid the corner stone of American Freedon. !

The following sketeh of the brief reign of Pari- !nhildron came home from school, w
fanism in England, is to our purpose. 1t will be | made up, when carols were heard

found in the first volume of Macanlay’s History of |
England.  As Macaulay is a Protestant and o Li- !
beral, his testimony is above suspicion :—.

« The English Nonconformists became supreme in

tic alleclion, a season when families assembled, when
hen quarrels were
in overy stret,
when every house was decorated with evergreens,
antl every iable was Joaded with good cheer. At

At that season

the State.  No man could hope 10 rise to eminence | the poor were admitted to partake largely of the
and command but by their favor. ‘Theiv favor was {overflowings of the wealth of the rich, whose bounty
to be gained only by exchanging witl thetn the signs | was peculiarly aceeptable on account of the shopt-
and passwords of spivitual {\"nfernii_\: One of the ness of the days and of the severity of tle weather.
first resolutions adopted by Barebone’s parliawient, | At that season the inierval between landlord and
the most intensely Puritanical of all our political as-  tenant, master and servant, was less marked than
semblies, was that ne person should be admitied into | througl the rest of the year.  Where there is much
the public. service till the Taese should be satisfied tenjoyment there will be some excess; yel on the
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“dress, the sour look, the straight ‘wir, the nasal | Parlinment gave orders. in 1664, that the {wenty-
twhine, the speech inferspersed with quaint texts, 1 fifth of December should be strictly abzerved asa
i the abhorrence of comedies, cards and hawkina. were : fast, and that all mea shonld pass it in humbly e-
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were the same.  The most notorious libertine who
liad Tought under the royal standard mizht justly be
thought virtuous when compared with s
who, while they talked about sweet experiences and
comfortable scriplures, lived in the constant practice
of fraud, rapacity, and secret debauchery.  The na-
tion, with a rashness which we may justly regret, but
at which we cannot wonder, formed its estimate of
the whole party from these hypoerites.  The theolo-
oy, the manners, the dialect of the Puritan were
thus associafed in the public mind with the darkest
aud meanest vices.  As soon as the Restoration had
made it safc to avow enmity to the party which had
so long been predominant in the state, a general
oulery against Puritanism rose from cvery corner of
the kingdom.
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¢“The Puritans ought to have Jearned, if from
nothing else, yet from their own discontents, from
their own struggles, {rom (heir own victory, from the
(all of that proud hierarchy by which they had been
so heavily oppressed, that, in England, and in the se-
venfeenth century, it was not in the power of the
eivil magistrate to drill the minds of men jnfo con-
formity with his own system of tlicology. ‘They
proved, however, as intolerant and as meddiing as
ever Laud had been.  They interdicted under heavy
penalties, the use of the Book of Common Prayer,
not ouly in churches. but even in private houses. ™ Tt
was a crime in a child to read by the bedside of a
siclt parent one of those beantiful ecllects which lad
soothed the griefs of forty generations of Christians.
Severe punishments were denounced against such as
should presume to blame the Calvanistic mode of
worship,  Clergymen of respectable claracter were
not only ejected from their benefices by thousands,
but were frequently exposed to the outrages of a fa-
natical rabble. Churches and sepulchres, fine works
of art and curious remains of antiquity, were brutally
defaced. 'The parliament resolved that all pictures
in the royal collection which contained representa-
tions of Jesus or of the Virgin Mother should be
burned.  Sculpture fared asill as painting.—Nymphs
and Graces, the work of Jonian chisels, were deliver-
ed over to Puritan stone-masons to he made decent.
Against the lighter vices the ruling faction waged war
with a zeal little tempered by humanity or by common
sense.  Sharp laws were passed against betung., Tt
was enacted that adultery should be punished with
death. ‘The illicit intercourse of the sexes, even
where neither violence nor seduction was imputed,
where no public scandal was given, where 1o conju-
gal right was violated, was made a misdemeanor.
Public amusements from the masques which were ex-
hibited at the mansions of the great down to the
wrestling matches and the grinning matches on_ vil-
lage greens, were vigorously aifacked. One ordi-
nanee directed that all the May-poles in England
should forthwith be hewn down. Another proscribed
all theatrical diversions. The playhouses were to be
dismantled, the spectators fined, the actors whipped
at the cart’s tail. Rope-dancing, puppet-shows,
bowls, horse-racing, were regarded with no friendly
eye. But bear-baiting, then 2 favorite diversion of
high and low, was the abomination which most strong-
ly stivred the wrath of the austere sectaries. Itis
to be remarked that their antipathy to this sport had
nothing in common with the feeling which has, in our
own time, cansed the legislature tointecfere for the
purpose of protecting beasts against the wanton cru-
elty of men, The Puritan hated bear-bating not be-
cause it gave pain to the bear, but because it gave

ome of those !ing ale flavored with voasled apples.

fathers had so often committed on that day by romp-
ing under the mistletoe, caling boar’s liead, and drink-
No public act
of that time seems 1o have irritated the common pro-
ple more.  On the next anniversary of {he fustival
formidable riots broke out in many places. The
constables were resisled, the magistrates insulted, the
honses of noted zealals attacked, and the proscribed
service of the day opeuly read in the churehes.

« Such was the spirit of the extreme Duritans, both
Presbyterian and Independent.  Oliver, indeed, was
little disposed 1o be either a persecutor or a meddler.
But Oliver, the head of a party, and consequently, to
a great extent, the slave of a party, conld not go-
vern altogether aceording 1a his own inclinations.
Even under lis administration many magistrates with-
in their own Jurisdiction made themselves as odious
as Sir Hudibras, inferfered with all the pleasures of
the neighborhoad, dispersed festive meetinzs, and put
fiddlers in the stocks.  Still more formidable was
the zeal of thesoldiers.  Inevery village where they
appeared there was an end of dancing, bell-ringing,
and hockey. TIn London they several times inter-
rupled theatrical performances, at which ihe Protec-
tor had the judament and good nature to counive.”

So much for the Puritans as patrons of the arts,—
as the advocales and originators of Ireedont of speech
and of opinion.  Jingland was not named ¢ Merry
Eogland” nnder Duritan rule.

Puritanism the Author and Preserver of Religious
Freedom ! What next?  Let us finish our desulto-
vy vemarks, by a sketeh of the dife of the FFather of
the Puritans, and the histery of the city in whicl his
detested system first saw day,

When (God determined to punish the disarders of
Geneva, He seut there his messenger of wrath. Ile
came in the shape of a small, thin, swarthy man of
thirty years of age. ‘The lust of dominion shone
from liis restless eyes and sounded in the harsh tones
of his uneven voice. Already disgraced in lwenly
different Jocalities, he soughta refuge amonast the
nhabitants of Geneva, bringing with him all those
reasons for hating the human ruce which every de-
tected villian has, Cold, proud, vindictive, cunning,
active, laborions, possessing lcarning cnough lo se-
duze, and vanity enough to give Iun confidence in
his own powers, he burned with an absolute thirst for
posver, which preserved him perhaps from sensual ex-
cesses,  Ide felt no want of riches or pleasures.  The
vizes of other men would have relieved their characters
and looked like virtucs when contrasted with the
cloomy malice of Joln Calvin. His mission was to
punish, and God permitied him to establish a power
fonger in duration and more terrible in effect, than
that of any conquering tyrant. Calvin became Chiel
Priest of Geneva in matters of Religion, and Dicta-
tor in temporal affairs. Nothing was done without
his advice ; nothing was attempted until he issued his
command. The French hereties,—the villains whom
Francois J. had kicked out of France too late,—
maintained Calvins power and experienced his pro-
tection, They and he became between (hem mas-
ters of the place. The inhabitants of Geneva found
that their revolt and apostacy had done little towards
procuring them freedom and independence. King
Stork was worse than King Log. '

Calvin composed what he call=d his Theolagy, a
revival, for the most part, of the old follies of the
Vaudois; these errors passed as the newest, as they
were the most anti-Christian, which had so far been
preached ; many accepted them; besides it was not
well to resist.  Freedom of opinion was exercised in
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Geneva at the visk of life.  Calvin burned any (-
ponents whom he could reach, aud gave vest in his
writings to his impotent malice against such as were -
beyoud his power.

Calvin establisbed in Geneva on unexampled ty-
ranny.  He endeavared, according to bis disposition-
to compensate by the rigor of the punishments whiod::
he ordained, for the utter want of all moral priveiple
in his blasphemous system, Tle secmed to amuse
bimself by tormenting criminals, not for the sakw of
veform or example, but fo enjoy the delight of in-
ffietmg toriure. Tiprisorment, iron-collars, seoury-

[that scason all hearts not utterly- destitute of Lind- {ing,death, wers brought into play on every accasion.
iness were enlarged and sofiencd.

Vice was persecuted, not punished.  'he fear of
pumishment was the ouly eheck upon erime in the Du-
vitan vity, and a lying external rigidity concealed, as
it always must in sucl cases, a (rightful internal cor-
ruption.  Calvin never forgave thase who offemled
bim, or epposed lis opinions.  Epiphanivs was be-
headed,—Liruet was punished in the same way :—
they had ventured to write against the Reformer.
A poor artisan who dabbled in 'Wheology, was com-
peiled to beg pardon on his knees far having ventured
an the utteransze of the strocious sentiments, that Cal-
vin had been wistakenlon a eertain point, and ought not
to be ashumed to retract, as St, Augustine had done

on a similar oceasion.  Servetus, a hall-crazy Span-

teasily counterfeited by men to whom all relizions | moaning the great national sin wlich they and their Jish physieinn, had sustained a cantroversy with Cal-

vin in the style of the tines.  Calvig enticed biw to
(ienevo, accused bim of heresy, put him on his triai
without allowing him an advoeate, and had him eon- -
demned.  Servefus was fastened upright to a post
fixed in the ground ; a chain of iron surrounded his
body, four or five picces of thick rope bound back his
neck,  His bool was fastened at his side and a erown
of straw steeped in sulphuy placed on his head.  1'he
rxecutioner, whom he begaed to shorlen his tortuncs
kindled the flames before him, and then slowly sur-
rounded Lim with a cirele of fire. At this sight the
poor wretel uttered a ery so terrible that all present
were struck with horror.  After half an bowr of tor-
ment, Servetus shricked ont, ‘¢ Jesus, Son of the T 4v-
ing God, hare merey on me ! and yielded up his
soul,  Calvin, afraid that the unhappy lunatic mizht
pass for a martyr, at once set (o work to revile him;
he wrote “ That thase wrelelies who were moved at
the sight of his punishment, may not boast of the vb-
stinacy of this man as of the constancy of a martyr,
T declure that he showed, from the time of his arrest
1o the moment of his deatl, a brutad slupidity 3 some-
times he remained in the altitude of an idiot, sowe-
times he witered deep sighs, at other times furious
shricks, and then he bellowed for merey like an ox.®
Tall of Shylock and Tago—the imagination of the
poet faited to reach (he vuality, which carsed the
carttin the persan of Joln Calvin.

Calvan died in 1564 5 but God who visils the sius
of the fathers upon their children for generations, did
not allow his work 1o perish with him. The Glene-
vese haviog no more “ dissenters” 1o hurn, took to
roasting wilches, a brutality for which Europe lins
to thank the Reformation, and of which very few
examples are to be found in the barbaraus ages be-
fore that event.  "They burnt a hundred and fifty of
thew in the Puritan ety in the space of sixly years.
The last date in 15532, but in 1667 the Genevese
Puritans roasted a joor mad-man who had becoms a
Jew. These Apostles and Precursors, nay, invent-
ors, of I'recdom in Geneva, played many other free
and enlightened tricks too numerous to recount.—
Amangst other liberal enaciments of ‘their time of
domination, we notice that which forbade that any
one should teach Mathematics to a Saveyard; they
proliibited any oue from wearing lace and drapery
they made it a penal offence to go out ina coach, to
wear slippers, to eat sugar plums at a ball—in short,
the parsens put down by penal enactments all inno-
cent amusements, and o their eternal hopor be it re-
carded, that when a great pestilence attended their
city, these austere Apostles refused to visit the wos-
pitals, and begged the Council to pardon their weak-
ness, as (fod had not vouchsafed them courage io
face such donger. The Registers of the Counail
conlain {o this day the petition of the Pastors, and
many a proof of the order which prevailed in a ook
watched over by such zealous Sheplerds. 'The his-
tory of Geneva, the Rome of Protestantism, lhas
been for three centuries a history of stupid bigotry,
unexampled intolerancé and cruelty, mean tyranny,
and, at last, open unblushing Infidelity. It was
hardly a descent to go from Calvin to Roussean,—
Rousseau, whose nativity is still celebrated at Gene-
va, as a Protestant double of the first class,—Raons-
seau, the thief, the liar, the eoward, the shameless
autobiographer who has left to the world the history
of impurities of which ordinary profligates would not
dare to speak, is now worshipped at Geneva, be-
cause his works are full of venomous attacks upos
the Religion of Jesus Christ. : <

We nust stop here.  We have said enough, The
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