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gigned to it the highest position in the Metro-
polis viz :—the Bast end of 8t. Paul's Cathedral
Rectangular and rectilineal in outlines it springs
up, crossing, about one third of its height, a
horizontal something ; towering far sbove it,
but out of barmony ; having nothing to lead ap
to it, or break the bare right angles. I am not
surprised that there should have arisen high
words and antagonistio aotion over it! T have
no doubt the foreign, heterogeneous appearance
of the strooture wnoonsoiously stirred up the
foeling against it. I am satisfied that conld Sir
Christopher Wren see it he would ignominions-
ly turn it out from the building; even if ho
were obliged to include slso the Dean and
Chapter madly clinging to their hobby ! If the
Dooorating Committee had been satisfied to
expend the cost of the reredos, or even ono half
of the sum, in decorating the besutiful apse
[now hidden] in correst taste, they would have
conferred & benefit upon the Cathedral of St
Paul's, and their namos would have been re-
membered. I venture to prediot [the wish is
futher to the thoughtl that in a fow yesrs,
fewer than these spent by the chapter in devis
ing and executing this costly failure, a suocessor
to the present staff will put forth far less energy
than that exerted by their predecessors sand
exclude it from the building. 1I.The doctrinal
objection. The reredos does not present the
salient artiole of the Christian Faith| or rather
eelecting one of the foundation stones of the
grest building of the Divine worker, it keeps
in the back ground the great builditg itself!
The impression that the central comp.sition
stamps upon the mind of the visitor is that of
sgony ; whercas the chief doctrine of Christian-
ity is life from the dead, Submit the work te
tho oriticiam of a learned’eastern Buddhist; and
after mature contemplation of it enquire what
impressions it has made upon his mind, and
what opinion he has formed of the principles,
and the futures of the Christian religion ?

Could he, I would ask, associate those sublimo
teachings of the Apostles, who ‘ tanght through
Jesus the Resurrection of the Dead,’ with the
ideas most prominently exhibited upon the
reredos ? I answer, No! The only impres-
sions to be derived from tho Chief Picture are
Agony and Sympathy. The great Doctrine of
Christianity is Resurrection from the Desad.
The Sadducean Dootrine (with which the D. &
C. of St. Paul's seem to sympathize) is Death.
The great attempt of the Sadducees to stamp
out the work of Jesus of Nazareth is strikingly
dolineated before us. For teaching through
Jesus the Resurrection St. Paul was violently
attacked, and but for a strong body of scribes
of the Pharieee school in the Sachedrim he
wonld have fared as Stephen had done. It is
unnecessary for me to dilate upon this subject,
I cannot help seeing in this work ander consid-
oration a departure from Bible teaching.
Though acknowledged to be of very besutifnl
design and workmanship it classes itself in my
mind rather with the huge, gaunt, black crosses
that we see in some of the cemeteries of the
Romish Churoh, telling of despair and acknow-
ledged inability of Pope, Cardihal and Priest to
give relief, more than of the bright, sustaining,
cheerful hope of the Resurrction to Eternal
life, that cheered and supported the first teach-
ers of Christianity in their dangerous work-
The same spirit and principle we see cropping
out in this roredos, as in the degraded funeral
ecrvices over 8 good and holy man recently
held at Edgbaston and Redpal, where men pro-
fossing to believe in the meroy and forgiveness,
and favor of God, spread sbroad black cloths
and corape. and other emblems of Church
mourning for the exaltation of one of its most
devout members, and interesting the vulgar
micds sround with beautifully chanted mise-
reres and dies i1®'s

It is said that the late Canon Liddon tock &
very prominent part in this work of the decor-
ation Committee of the Dean and Chapter of
St, Paul’s, How his magnificent enunciation o4

the truths of HEaster preached by him iu the
Cathedral ju sight of tho reredos last Raster
Day. can bhe made to hsrmonize with the
vreaching of the reredos I fail to see; but
should be glad to loarn,

If artistic represeuntations of the truths of
Chrigtianity are desirable ornsments over the
Holy Table, we do wrong to select the central
article of the Apostles’ Creed, omitting (or in-
gerting ia very small typs) the earlier instances
of the self humiliation of the Son of God, aud
ignoring or only glancing at under type and
figure His Iater trinmphs-—Rasnrreotion, Asoen:
gion, Sassion. Lot us demand the trath, the
whole truth, and nothing bust the trath !

A word to those clergy and church builders
who have not yet decorated the Hast end of
their churches, The practice of the Jew and
the Mahommedan is spirituall but if you must
indulge in tho carnal, give & condensed history
of the Son of Man, if you please from the An-
nunciation to the descent from the Croass, but
don’t forget the Resurrection ! let that—if only
one Article of the Crecd is now prominently
put forth—be the culminating truth; thut is
the truth that cherishes our hopes; that is the
trath that raises the spirits of the departing;
that is the $ruth that assures us of our own
resurrection, snd that is the only abiding truth
that & congregation will be satizfied to carry
away in their minds.

I am, dear sir, faithfully yours,
Gzs. B. DepwELL,
Wilmot, N 8, Sept. 22rd, 1890.

THE “LAYING ON OF HANDS."

——

To the Hditor of the Church Guardian :

Sie,—I have only just seen your issmo of
September 3rd, in which thore is & Jetter from
Mr, Roe, complaining of the following state-
ment extracted from a Catechism in the Qu'Ap-
pelle Messer ger, * Weo read of no other way in
which the Spirit was given to individuals after
the Day of Pentecost, oxoept through the Lay-
ing on of Hands.”

Mr, Roe asserts that this statement is erron-
e0us, as acoording to the teaching of the Church
of England and the early Christian Fathers and
Divines '*the Holy Spirit is given to every
Christisn in his baptism.” As the subjoct is
one of very great importance and one moreover
upon which there is usually very great in.
definiteness, and consequent error, of teaching
perbaps you will open your columns {o & cor-
respondence thereon that it may bo carefully
considered,

Qthers may have slready answered Mr, Roe.
If there have boen any subsequent lettors I
irust you will excuse mo if 1 travel over the
same ground.

It will be observed that though the writer of
the Catechism alluded to says, * We read of no
other way” &o., evidently, from the context,
alluding to Holy Soriptare, Mr. Roe in his
lotter does not give & single text to confute this
definito statoment, Bat let this pass.

I am thankful to hear from Mr, Roe that he
considers that “ No one denies that there is a
special giff of the Holy Confirmation.” But I
am very certain from my exporience and from
all the books I have read of Instructiin on
Confirmation that this special gif! if it can be so
called st all, is too otten regarded as a most
nominal and indefinito guantity. -

The question is what is really the Gift con-
veyed through the Lsying on of Hands. Wo
believe that since the Day of Pentecost the
Holy Spirit has come, to be in some mysterious
manner 8 Personal Indwelling Presence in
men. Is that special Presence tho gift bestowed
in Holy Baptism, or in Laying onof Hands ? If
it is the Gift of Baptism :

1. How arewe to interpret the words of the
Book of the Aocts of the Apostles, *“ As yet Ho
(the Holy Ghost) was fallen upon none of them ;
only they were baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus ?

2 How osn people recsive more of the Holy
Spirlt through the Laying on of Hinds, when
He is salrondy within thom in all the falnoess of
His Parsonal Prosonce? Tho theory that this
apeoial Pcoseuoe of the Holy Spirit is given in
Baptism apart from Laying on of Hinds ssam -
to be coufated not only by the pasiags already -
quoted, but from the equally strong distlaction
made in the only othor passage where the gifts
of Baptism and Confirmation are distinzunished,
(Acts xix. b. 6) where it 'is 8aid that tho Ephe.
riang wore “ baptizd in the namo of tha Lired
Jesus," and afterwards, When Paul.had laid his
hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on
them."

OFf course, in Holy Baptism the Holy Spirit
is the efficient Agent in tbo cleansing of the
son] from previous sin, and in its rezeneration
or new birth, We !* are born again of water aund
of the Spirit.” By one 8pirit wo are all bap.
tized into one Body. And, therefore, He may
be truly said to be given as our Baptismal Ser-
vice cortainly does say He is given for that
apecial purpose ‘ that thoy may be born again”
—joat as in Ordination to the Priesthood He
is given *‘for the work of & Priest in the -
Charch of God.”

Undoubtedly also, since the Holy Spirit
works through our will and affeotions, His
power may be felt more and more by us, we
may daily increate more and more in the Holy
Spirit as we pray for those who are boing Con.-
firmed. But, the Gifts of tho Personal Indwel-
ling Presence of the Holy Spirit—the “ Promise
of the Father"—must bo a Gift bostowed at &
defin:ts time. Is it throngh Baptiem or
throngh Lsying on of Hands? I believe
that the Soripturo most plainly teaches
that it is through the latter not the formar;
though the two wero in early times genorslly
80 cloesely joined togethor that when the Gifts
pertaining to Baptism were spoken of the
Laying on of Havds—tho complement of Bap-
tism—was ocomprohendol! therein. As it isin
no way a personal matter allow me, to rign
myzelf Yours faithfully,

“ MrssuNcER,”

Sept. 22nd, 1890,

TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

Weo are obliged again to mako an urgont
appeal to our Subsoriders G0 pay up arrears
Some of them now owe for yeara: othors only
for a year or two. The amount, small in each
oage, roaches a sum suffisient to impedo us in
our work ; and renders tho service dons to Iho

Church in continuing the publioation of ths
CHoBoE GuABDIAN, without remuneration to
the Editor, more burdensoms than it nesd be,
Some subscribers too, (we regret to say) after
receiving the paper for several yoars, now
strive by all manper of exouses to cseape pay-
ment. Bat we muet and shsll insist on
payment of arrcars bofore any order for dis-
continnance will be obayed.

Buat more than this, may we not ask that all
who really desire that there should be an
impartial and sound Chnreh paper maintained,
—{ree from extremes and refleoting we believe
the true principles of The Church a1 we are
assured the GUABDIAN hay done and does—will
take interost enough in it to ondeavor to secure
now subsoribers; and that thoso who have basi-
negs aonouncements to make will favor us with
their advertisements ? Were the matter merely
a perdonal one—that is were the GUaRDIAN
oarried on for mare psrsonal bonofit—we woald
make no such appesal a8 this. Amid s maultitude
of other engagoments—publio and private—and
whilst engaged in an arduous and exacting pro-
fession, the Bditor has employed time which
should have gone to roecreation and rest in
carrying on this distinotly Church work; and
wo hope that more than in the past we may
have the hearty support and influence of Clergy
and Laity; )




