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figeney of aiv exalted God, He, the most powerfinl monarch'then oi

"ertrbh‘,' had ‘seen that his throne had no’ stability’; he-had ‘Seen that -

‘God had | poier ab his will to blll’l" him down from his lofby seat and
1o thmsfu his'anfhority to other ‘hands, and he wns naturally led to
ruﬂu,f- tlmt the throne 'of Fod was the only one that, was stablu nnd

’ peuu'mcnb “He “coulil not bat be convinged that God reigied ovés

all and that His Kihgdom was not subject to the vwlssxtudt.s whlch
ocuu it 'the’ ngdom% of this world. : v .

- The King was now at Tésb in his palace; a state of' tmnthty.m
and secarity” wlnm—,d all around. His kingdom was enjoying peace;™

His wars ‘were ‘over. Heé nd builb a- magnificent’ capital ;-he; hid -

gathered around liim wealth and the lu\ulu,s of the \voLId ’a.nd he'
wiis now in a'condition to pnss away the 1cm.uudu of his life'i in ‘ege
- ‘and’comfort. All around’ lnm was penu.fnl and flom no somcc lmd‘"_- .

‘he any' cause of (hsquu,t :
Tt'vas “duaring 'this time ‘that God saw ﬁt‘, to startie hun bya, second .
dreain,’ to awaken Lim oncs more to-a sense of God's ommpotence, g
foi the King had entively forgotten Ihm, and liad'sunk low in'volup-
‘tiousness and dissipation. This dream, ‘we- .uc told,’ c’tused bim
miich auxicty, and gredb fear arose up within ]um, e\'ldeutly flmu :
‘the apmchensmn that it ‘was “designed ‘to ‘disclose ‘Fome 1mportanb

‘and solemn event ; ‘and we'read further, that thls dream ‘so tronbled'

him thuit he could not rest, bub 1mmedmtely mnlws a dc(,u.c, orin”
other words, issucs a toyal order, to- .summons ‘once more ‘inko bis -
‘presence all who'could be supposed qmlxﬁe(l to explain’ Lhﬂ ‘drénm,

“Phus alt flie” ma”lcmns, soothseyers, and ‘other’ wise ‘mien; ‘hadl' to £

‘appear before the King, to interpret’ the dream.  These men’ wu‘c, ’
presumed to e gifted "with pletunn.hual knowledge. "l‘lns supe S
‘natiifal glft. of “the wise ‘men ‘was ‘firmly believed inby*all - the S
“nations ﬂ.ud p"ople then L\lbhn" This shows us* what a:state. ‘of
‘ignotance then prevailed | ‘amongst allclaises, Imlc(.d, a thc prcsu\t
‘time this ‘class 6f men are to be found,’ amd are undoubtcdly gn.a :
(100(.]\'016 of nmulun(l, and ‘it is “entirely owing to “our:superior

cducmtlon, and to the spread of God's IIoly \V’old that thc uttcr fal-
lncy of “thiir pwtundgd powers “arc 1mdc m’\mfosb
}Lmu

0 léxpl‘n.iu
cable occmcncm, und to dr‘cl:m. the. wxll of héaven from pox-
d wondem ‘is impossible for any mnn, yet thCae wise m 1
of the East vho assembled below the King, had the audncity’; ‘to
pletend t0 e ablc ‘to pcnctmte
“world, ) .

"Phis time Nebuichadnezzar's inemor ¥ did not fail !um he' wpeutcd )
“to ‘the Chaldeans’ and ‘sootlisayers the * dlcam which dxstmbed lns ‘

'lh«. luddu: mystuuea of the future o



