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THE PIRIDIX O

CHAPTER XViIL
AN UNWELCOME INTERRUPTION.

After the event just narrated, Charles Free-
tan -1t that he had entered on a n2w state of
Hfe.  He was happy in being the accepted suitor
of Clara Chillington, and grateful in having
twice saved herlife.

Having takeu the road leading to Folkestone
by rhe leach, he descended the cliff the
golde selining day fell en the sails
uf those white=wing=d messengers of comueree
sailing for, and returning from, every clime.

the mind of Charies Freeman was too mach
enzaged to pegand surronnding beauty. To him,
now, Sir Harey appeared appeased, and recon-
ied 10 the npion of Clama with himself: his
mother aud Uncle Jacob  were loading him
with raresses and counsel, and the old man had
Just given ulteranes o a meaningless tirade,
which alwavs precelded his wanmest approval ot
any e had recrived his bride trom the
hand of her Yather, and was about o plant a
Kisy on ber beantitul brew, when a rugged voice,
attering the words, “‘Good afternown, Mister
Uharies,” dissipated his happy reverie.

To be thus feiched back from the nnd of day-
dreatns to connuou life, was received with a
moemeniaty i} grace, an-da transent indignation
wos arotsed wgddnst the intrader. Turnine to
drr o his phoasure the chastise-
ed, his eyes rested on that friend
wr, and bis awn friend, standing
of humiiity, as though pleading
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“Adeg-finho the son full ou 'em, and n
my evinton they are fust enzzin to a shark.”
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“lidan't know wha
linzo, But iUs o b that somelimes cotnes into
the bay, and it i all jaws and siewmach, ')
give you procf of what o hungry fish it is.” To
pleass the old ooy, Charles Freeman remained.
and he continued : “ The wind had blowed hard
tor a4 week, and net a beat could prut to sea ; 5o
long bid 1t bin Wawin’ that all the bread was
gone fton the Jocker, and there was nothin® to
luok far'ard to the next day Lut hanger. Well,
shout midnight there cune a lull in the galy,
and my wesemate says to me, * Dick, what do
Yorisay to goand try 1 we may as well die at
sea as ashore” 1 don't know that," says 1, ‘for
when the breath is out 0f a man's body a whele
levanter couldn’t Wow it in ~gin. | 'st.opxmd a
minnit, amd then T thonght of the old \vo‘m:m,
who Ladn't a bit o bread to eat. This settled
the matter. | eouldn’t stand that nohow, and
so Dsays, ' I'llgo, and chance everyihing, for
fa mau s born o be huong he'll never be
drowned.”  Well, we went aboard, and taking
three 1eels in our furesail dashed out of the har.
boar.  As we were leavin’, somebody on the pier
thouted, ‘There 2o two fools 1 be drowned,’
and really it seemed like §t. The séa was posi-
tively mad, and we were wet through 1o the skin
ina iy, * What do you think shout it gpow
gays my companion, ‘Think abont it1 why,
we ate out in it and must go on.' We did go
on ; and when we got to the fishin' ground we
put the trawl ‘overhoard. Theé boat rolled
awfully, and we had to keep baling cut the water
front her ; but we stuck to it; for wa had nothin’
to eat aboanl, nor yet at home, Well, after
we'd dragged the trawl about u wile across the
bay, we pulled it up, and there was nothin’ to
be'seen in it but a great, ugly *bull-rout.’
Wiien my companion seed what was up, he
lnoked as miserable as a sithers.grinder upon
the wind, and says:  * Dick, we have had all
this trouble for nothin’. ¢ You hold your jaw a
~minnit,”- says I, ‘and I took the thing by the

teil -anil-shook it, and there dropped . from- his |

" mouth soles, and plaice, and' a -ounﬁ turbot,
- altogether as much fish as fetehed ug thirty-five
~shillins. when we got ashore. - You see that fel-

ou'd call it in sour fine |
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lar was hungry, and he bolted all the fish in the
trawl whole, without even bitin’ 'em. But the
most curious thing was that when we eut the
ish open we found in him a pairof mittens, aud
the spout of a cotfes pot.”’

* Thut was a wonderful fish, Dick.
a half-crown for you.™

* Wonderful ! and vou'd sin  wounderfnl
things, too, if you hadn’t spliced them out-
rggers on to your jacket and had gone to sea,
Bat I'm very much obiiged to you; will you
tile home in the boat 1"

¢ No, I thank you.”

““ Mister Charles, 1 shenld bke to speak s
word with vou tefsre you go.”

“Whatis it

* 1 beg your pardon, but I kuow that yeun've
bin a privateerin’, and that now you are on the
look-out for as pretty a little eralt as ever vut
the water. 1T wish trom my old heart you may
capture her, and take her in tow as long as vour
timbers hold together; Wt you must keep your
weather-eye open, for | understand that the
guv'ment as lays claim to her is on the wateh
for you, and should ke overhaul vou he'll ponr
a broadside into you and try and sink you. My
lady s as good as she is Leautiful, and I do hope
that you'll 2it her s butyou maust look ont fur
squalls from Sir Harrv., Toese obd eyves shall
sicep but Hetle, Mister Charles"*

Here is

reply, pitshed his boat frem the shore, and with
all his energy pulled away, praisivg his kind
friend with every sttoke of the var.

This sudden interrnption, and the unwelesne
remarks made by Dick Backsaay, broke the
beauzifuol ilusion which bad Iefore fiided the
mind of Charles Freeman, and gave o his
thouzhts a ditferent and unhappy turn, To Lim
the sky of his future appearsd wo longer serens ;
a cloud had avisen upon the fine of the horizon,
a breeze, the foreruuner of an approwciiog
storm, had passel him, and the tranguiiiny of
his soul was again disturbed.  The shadow of
1 apprebension again settlel on hismisd, aud the
hope of ever commanding the hand of Clara
sank within him.  He pursued the remainder of
his walk in sadness : and yet the theught thet
Claraloved him afforded him relief.

ps

CHAPTER XIX.

THE JOLLY SAlLOL,

vestling in one of thosw delightful vall
which characterize the seenery of the sout
exstern enast of Eogland, stood the iy
Sailer.” The heose weartug this sign waza rude
dwelling, licensed for the saie of beer and
spirituous liquors,  The visitors 1o this pls
j were mostly of that type of humanity whes
i rough habits, not to say fersctous diypesition,
exciwied them from associsting with ssch of
mankind as laid the remotest claim to respect-
ability.

The ¢ Jolly Sailor " seemed a blot placed hy
some malevolent fiend upon the  romantie
scenery, bathed in the silvery ravs of a voung
moon, and charmed with the murur of the rip-
pling wavelets as they fell is low cudenre on the
shore. The decline of a summer day had «r-
rived ; the droning insects hummed out their
evening song, and the distant tinkling of the
shicep-bell. recrned as the sigual given by tha
leader of the flock  to warn' his companions of
the approach of the hour of rest.  The sight amd
sounds. of peaceful harmony claiimed for our
world a beauty aud a bliss, and carried away the

delight. That den of thieves formned the bideous
scat upon the beautiful fuce of nature, vnd from
the dismal sty came forth in nauseating exhala.
tions the fumes of burnt tobaceo and the fetid
evaporations of atale beer and liquor, - That
place being little more than a simple cottage,
one reom formed alike the kitchen and the par.
lour, nnd'was the only one in which guests could
be received. It was a horrid place, with its low
ceiling, blackened with the smoke of years, ou
which were sketches of anceuth forns, the car-

pirant to immostulity, evenin a pot-house. A
plain deal table filled up vne side of the room,
on_which stood two burning candles, placed in
long “iron  candlesticks, " terminating . in-'a
curiously-shaped earbonated wick which destroy-

obscurity.
tobacco

crunche.
sembled, while in the large, open fire-pilace
smouldered a huge log of wood, which lny there
i as an apology for a fire, and around whieh, from
m: re habit, sotne of tho company weré gathered.
The seats of that rcom were benches, seeurely
fastened 1o the wall, lest at any tinie they should
ba employed for purposes’ far removed from’ the

The floor was strewed with broken

On uttering
these wonls, the old man, withoul awaiting |

thonghtful mind te peacelul contemplation and |

ricatures of visitors, sud the initials of some as.’

ed the light awl reduced the apurtment to semi.

})ipea and glasses, which. were being
beneath the feet of such as were us..

original design of placing them there. T!xes‘e
benches were now filled with rough meu, drink-
jiig hard; and exercising such claima ox: the
stores of the place os tu. threaten ‘o exhaust
them. .

A vociferous diseussion was that ovening being
conducted at the ** Jolly. Sailor.”” The subject
under consideration was:. **Did o certain
Seotehwman, a travelling retailer “of dry goods,
known as a packman, by name, Sandy Donald,
deserve the fate supposed to have befullen
bhim 1" -

Sandy Danald wasa ““canny chiel,” desper-
ately alannish, and a lover of good liquor, w hich
he imbibed freely when he could obtain it for
wothing. in comwmon with other virtue,
Douald laid claim to being exceadingly religious
in his conversation, and more so when intexi-
eated.  Under the influsnce of brundy, bis
faculty for polemics took the entire control of
his tyngue, while the pleasure with which he
diseussed  metaphysical  subtleties  frequently
aronsad  his combativeness, and led him to
throw out hisloug arms, with his hands clubbed,
in defence of his peculiar opinions. .

The route travelled by Donald was extensive,
part of it Iving in the district of the ** Jolly
Saiter " aml the Watch-house,  The latter was
the residence of the livutenant in command of
the cosst-gusrd, and the frequent visits of the
werchant to that place had created the suspicion
lest he should e plaving life's jame with n
dontie set of cands, and unfavourble to the in.
terests of the neighbourbood.

icutenant L, or 0 Old Lufl)'" as he was
geueraliv vatied, nas a married man, Meo Lat¥
possesend one weakness, which distinguished her
1n the districr, and this was a love for showy
dresses. Not that she was gieatly to be blamed
for indulging this Httde  foible, as a ditferent
style would harily have soited her rotund Rgure.
Her buslood, tou, was sometimes astonishied at
her apprarauer, and secretly wendered whene
those gavelies of plumage were derived. Bag,
although in the discharge of his duty that oli
offient was as brave as a Lo, within the domestic
citele, and by hisown hearthstone, he was mack.
Bess i1 "For enrtain reasons of his own, ol
Lo naver interfersd with his wife's riguing,
andd maintaned orly asiert wondering ou the
suidect. Yet, had he displayed half the vigil-
anee in this watter as be did on behalf of the
revenur, he would liave fearned that Saudy
1A furtished the fnery, and took payment
fir the same in instaiments of two weeks,

For s person in that vicinity te go to the
Vatvh-foase, noomatler under what circun-
stances, was bu he plised at once nuder surved.
Inreee. When, thersfony, it beeatne kuown thay
the parkuran visited this place, aud Donabd him-
sell was the betrayer, he having, when unier
the influener of o 2 hotle oo much sperrits,”
ensploved, to dlustrate a metaphysioal disquisi
1ian, o oalonr of a new dress he had sold ta
Mis, Ll a spy wis set upen hiy procesdings,
From that hour he was ns longer free 1o ruam
over the ills of Kent, avd, when he thought
Ripmsedto e least obeervied, pryteg: eves wene
el tn watchiong his doinge

When visdtine the town of Daver, Donalld al-
wavs made Bis hothe at an lnn, waaring the sign

self.

ef the Red Caw, . This was his hostelre, and oy
Pt Bast night hee was seen there his consdiet was

}that of a wandownrast and wretehed. That night
v drank desply, ancl apparently that he might
drive away the givown resting in unbearable o
faence upon b, In the morning, also, he ap-
peared sl and, having taken his beeakfast and
disedirged the asenunt to the hast, shouliders |
s pack and left the house to purssue his usaal
rouve, This was the Jast time he was geeg alive,
aipd the uext report of him was that hie bedy
had been found at the fort of the ctiilf —dead.
‘This, then, beenme n case demanding a solu.
i tion, apd the distriet became exsited over it
D That the body had been fonud at the foot of the
%ciiﬂ‘it was easy to prove, bot hew dint 1t got
thers T When the carpsa of Donald was found,
that dmost inseparable articie, bis pack, was not
in is company. This fact av first excited wa.
pivion lest he hiad bern robhed, and mardersd
by beinyg yaashed over the elitf,  Bat this idea
beeamin quickly dissipated on finding the pack
) suspended antong the brambles growing ou tha
¢ faee of the chiff, at the foot of which the bedy
Pharl Been foundl Breing disappointed in this
s eonclusion, the populer mind then seized upsn
i the thought of suicide.. - Bat in this, alxe, a
Ddithenlte presented itself, for the Lrambles,
i

amonyg which the pack was found, presented the
appearance of a heavy bady, as-that of a man,
Fhaving passed through them, aud if Donald kol
contempliited suicide, would he have chosen for
the puyposea place where the brins wers likely
to entangls him in hig descent and to frastrate
his design 1 Nat being able to retain this latter
¢ conclusion, the public mind returnedto the idea
; of murder, and this was supported: by the re.
i collection of the bitter hatred that bad existed
toward him in some quarters, as well'ns from the
i newly.divcaverad fact that the appearance of the
: gronand on the top of the eliff indicated that a
; fieres atruggle had heen going on there belween
P LwWo OF more persens. .
| This'was the condition of the genernl mind
on the  subject when, sesording to . law,
cthe Coroner of the  distriet, and ‘a- ¢ highly
intelligent jury” were called in  to settie
the ©matter  aceording  to -opinion, ‘if. not
accordivg to fact. These genl\emeu exatined
witnesses, and talked upon the question: nntil
they became huwgey and weary, and wished for
theirdipner aud their gap afterward; and, being
particularly conscientions to. keep their virdict
strietly within the limita of truth, artived at the

following sensible conclusion :-** That it s cer.
tain Sundy Donald is dead; but how he camne
by bix death neither of us can tell ; and if any
one else can, it ixn't Jikely they will say any-
thing about it.”"  This verdict, probally %o
truthful, satisfied the law, and appeased” the
popnlar mind in leaving any furlh('.r considera-
tion of the sulijeet to private discussion.

Matters being left by the Coroner's jury in
this shape, caused n debate to arise within the
« Jolly Sailor,’” aml more than one idea way
there entertained. This difference of opinion
divided the company into two. parties—the
suicidal and the murdered. ;

The debate was conducted flercely, and with.
out any other resnlt than that of making
enemies of persons who before were friends,  So
furions had it bevome as almost to reach the
piteh of violenee, when Jack Pegden, who was
one uf the party, exelanued

1 den't kpow how the packiman cane by his
death, but this I kuow, it served him right, and
'm ghad he's gone !

“You spenk feelingly, I should think,” re.
plied a tall fellow iu the opposite corner,

Ido; [say that I'm glud; and if any fellow
interferes with the trade of honest men, because
there happensto ben law which says he mustn’t
do such wicked things, and gets their goods taken
from them, he deserves to die”

“Honest ! indesd. M smuggling is honest,
where will you ook for thieves 17

1 tell vou that smugeling is honest, amd the
man who doubts it 1s the enviuy of this neigh.
bourhood.”’

*Then, Dm that moan”

“In the belief, then, that you were doing
right, von, te, would betray the doings of the
trade T 1 tell vou what it is, my hearty, the
fellow wha holds such high notions as yeu do i
1o god te Hive among us, and should be tared
aud feathered and kicked sut of the country.”

it would like to see the man who woald do

.

b oeenld; and in two minutes; aud il ]
had such a (=llow as you aboand the Naney, 174
keel hanl you from atem to stern 7

* Yon have tos much slack in your jaw.”

“Have 11 You'd find thal 1y wonils and
deeds wonld go together™

“¥ou'd Domild e, aye V'

This instnuation that he had wurders? the
packman araused the smaoggler to fary, and,
Leaping from the betich in the direction of the

carner where Lils antagenist was sitting, he
vaciferated, ¢ What do yeu wmean by that, you
vithan

“Step ! oatep, Jack MY shouted gome of the
party, who, seizing the smugaler by the arma,
tried fo draw him Baek to hisoseatl”?

et megs ! U dash the fellnw’s skullin !

S Nonsense 8 was the reply ; “hie sa't worthy
of netice.””

Cn finding Jack Peglen to be over powerd
by the kiudnews of his companions, the man ia
the carner mnee broadly tnztisnated that the death

of Sandy Donald, was effecteal by the smuggler
skipper.  Qn hearing it the man fosared at the

restraint gt upon him, wwl stregaded to re.
loase Bimself, At Tength he wo fer suecesded as
to et ane hand free, and seizing A pin mag,
dastied v inte the corner where hiy scouser
was sitting,

This aet was a declarmtion of war,  Sudes were
nuickly taken,and vers sonn mugs wnd glasses,
aisl other missies wqually danerons, were fiying
inevery direction. A row lrad now commenced,
and shouting, sweariny, and fghting,  were
woing on in earnest, and with a deadly tury.
© When the confusion within the Jolly Sailor
had reachied it elimax, the door opened, and a
heguiiful child with flaxen bair, and blue eyes,
made Ber appearapee. At that tustant a2 mug
was theaws in the directinn of the door, which
strnck the child upon the forehead, snd attering
n shriek, she fell, Tna mement silence pre.
vailed, broken only by the sound of the nuen-
tiong, ** whe's child s »he, “and who threw the
mng ¥

¢ Kb ta vour little Sklly, Jack Prgden,””
the man who picked up the ehilid.

U Never £ Hand her here,”
smuggler skipper, 5

At sight ‘of hiz ¢hild the wild man became
tameid, el as hie rested the bleeding infaut on
his knve, aud gazed on her pale and aspparent.
Iv Lifeless furm, the springs of a better "nature
were tonched in his rugged heart, aod bis emo-
tion became convulsive, ;

Tn the mefec it was nseless to enguire whe
threw the articls which had produced the acci-
dent ; it was thrown, and the woouded child was
the re uit. ) - L

Lying in thelay of that rough man, the fair
and silent faee of that scemingly. lifeless child
snggested the idea of her being an- rceusing
ang-l sent by Heaven to uplieaid by her
wouneid, “vet mute presence, the mad wicked-
vessof the hinman race, . :

** She is caniing round,”  was whiapered by
the man, and ‘formed the only sound in that
room, where, but & few minutes previons, the
worst of humon passiony,. had beon roariug snd
rolling in the wildest rage. - The child was fast
recovering. fram the blow ‘which, had stuuned
her, and ns she opened her eyew, aul eaw on
whose Jap she was lying, fecbly whispered.

‘ Kiss me, father,"”

The simnggler preased to her fair cheek,

said

rxclaimed  the

the

lips which had so lately formed a channel for the
bitterest curses, and threats of the direst ven-
geance, o

The blood which had ceased to flow from the
forshead of thechild, on her return to vousclous-
‘neds burat forth afrosh.” At the aight; tho silonoo




