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CIAPTER XIX.

T I E E v t L o E N 1 S.
REcovERING froin the firSt overpoweIritrig

sensation of surprise, Meray rapidly advaned.
eager to say ber tirSt penitent vords. Grai-'e
stopped hier by a warining gesture of iti
hand.

Il No nearer to me,' she said. vith a looak of
contemptuous comiand. a-%Stiy. where vou
are.'

Mercy paused. Grxace''s reception lad startil.
ed ber. She iistinctivele took lthe chair ne-ar-
est to lier to support herseif. Grace raii-d- a
warning hand for the second tiie, and issudl
another command :

au forbid 'ou to bei eaated in ixy presuu.
You have no right to be in this house ait ail,
Reuember, if you please, who vou are, and
who I am."

The tone in which those wiord- w--re spaku.n
was an insult in itself. Me-re'v suddlenv ifta
li-r head ; the angry answer was on her li-p.
She checked it, andl submitt'd in SiHence. aI
wiill be worthy of Julian Grai's contideac in
lie"' she thought. a: she stood patiently by
the chair. " I will ber anythîngi from tha'
womtan whom I have ira.nued»

In silence the two faiced each ctir ; alaa-
together for the first time since txhey liad uit
in the French cottaage'. The contraIt betw'a-..I
them was strange to sec, Grace' Rasabry,
s-atad in ber chair, littIe and l.an.,witl l-r
duill white complexion, with lier hard ilra-it-
ening face, writh her shrunken tigure clad in
its plain and poor Ilack armnts, looked like
Il beiug of a lower s;ahere, comparu-d writh
.Nirav Merrick, standiiia rect in lar richi
sihkin dress a ber tall, hapeli:ure- taw'rin:
over the littie creature before- her ; hixr xratnd
laid bent in gractul -ubmis-ion; gentil.
patienzxt, beautifulf: a woman whon it was a
privilege to look au at, and a distin ii.cti to ad-
mire. lfa stranger haid been tohl that thoe-.e
two had played their parts in a romance of
real life-that one of thlieum was really con-
nxected by the ties of relationsihip vith Lady
Janet Roy, and that theiether had successfuly
attempted to personate hier--he would inaVi-
tably. if ihe ladl ben lft to gu-ss which 'was
whichi, have picked out Grace as the couniter-
feit anid Mercy as the true wvoman.

Gae broke the silence. She iad wait-'d
te opean ber lips uintil shei had eyed-l her con-
queredl victim ail over, witi d.iisdaintiulIlv
minute attention. from head to foot.

a'Stand there. I like to look at ynou, suhe
said, speaking with a spiteful relih cf lier
own cruel words. a Its nno use faintim thiis
time. You have not got Lai Jaunet RLo.v to
tring yeu to. The-re are nîo gentIemii-n haire
to-day to pitv -,ou and pick you p. Me.-rcy
Merrick, I have got you at last. Tîank Gid,

-t urnl ias comte! Yu can't escape me
now

All the littleness of heart and inid w-hichl
had first shown itself in Grace at the inauting
inà the cottage, when Mercy told the sad toury
of her life, now revealed itself once mor.
The woman Who, in those past tima as, had flIt
no impulse to taite a sufering aidî a penita-ut
fullow-creature by the hand, was the sane
woeian who could f'el no pity, wi could
spare no insolence of triumph, now Mercy's
sweet voice answered ber patiuntly, in low%
pleading tones.

l I have not avoided you," sixhe said. " I
would have gone to you of uy own accord, if
I lhad known that you were here. It is iy
huart-felt wish to own that I have sileIdc
iagain-tv ou, and to make ali the ato-'nment
that I can. I am too auxious to de'serve yeur
forgivceess, te have any fear of seeitg you."

Conciliatory a- the reply was, it was spoken
with a simple and modest dignity of rnanner
which rous-d Grace Rscnbrry to fury.

"How dare you speak to et as if you were
my equal ? " she burst oit. "a Yot isand there,
and iiswer me, as if you lhad your right and
your place in this lihuse. You audiuias
woman I bave my right andn y piaucie hiere
-and what ain I bligei to do ? I am obligeai
to hanig about in tht gatrounds, ad iy aroi
the sight of the servants, and hidu like a thief,
and wait like a beggar; and ail for wiat ?
For the chance of hiaving a word witih you.
Yes! you, mada twith the air of the In'uge
and th, dirt of the streetsi gn you!

Mercy 's liadil sank lower ; lher hand tremîbi-
ed as it h id by the back of the' chair

It was hard to bear the reiterated inuItS
heauped on her, but Julian's influence still
mIade itself felt. She answeredu as patiently
as ever:

lu If it is your pleasure to use hard words to
me," she said, l1 have no riglit to rescent
them "

Il You liave r' ighat t uayting " Grac

retorted. "IYou have no right to the gown
on your back. Look at Yourself, and look at
Me !" lier eyes travelled with a tigerish
stare over Mercy's costly silk dress. " Who
gave yon that dress? who gave you those
jewels ? I know Lady Janet gave them to
( race loseberry. Are you Grace Roseberry ?
That dress is mine. Take off your bracelets
and your brocli. They were meant for tne."

Il Youmay, soot have themi, Miss Roseberry.
Theyv will lot be in my possession many hours

a What do you inean?"
" However iiadiy yo may use me, it is my

duty te unedo the harmu that I have dune. I
am botund to do yon justice-1 am determined
to confess the truth."

Gra'e smniled scornfully.
" You confess!1 " she said. 'I Do you think

I am fool enough to believe that ? You are
oue shamuefuli brazen lie froum head te footi
Are -iyoua the woman to give up your silks and
vourijewei- and vour position in this house,
and ti go back to the lRefuge of youîr own
accord ? Not vou-not von!"

A tirst faint tlush of colour showed itself,
sztealing Alowly over Mercy's face; but she
still held resolutely by the good influence
which Julian lhad left behind him. She could
still aay to herself, "Anything rather than
disappoint Julian Gray!" Sustained by the
courage which h- had called to life ini her,
sheu 'submxitted to lier martyrrdom as bravely
as ever. But there was an ominous change
in her no l : she could only submit in silence-;
she -ould1 no longer trust herself to answer.

The mute endurance in lier face addition-
ally exaîperated Grace Roseberry.

Y,'a wen't confess," she went on. - You
have iad ai week to confess in, and you have
not done it vet. No, n i! you are of the sort
that cheat and lie te the last. I am glad of
it : I Shall have the joy of exposing you my-
saelf baore the w hoe huse. I shall be the
blesed ians of cisting you back on the
treeta'. Oh, ! it will be almost worth all I

have zone throuzh te sec you with a police-
nman's lanI IOn your arm, and the mob point-
ing at you and mnocking you on your way to
gaol !

This tiie the sting struck deep ; the ont-
ragre was beyonl endurance. Mercy gave the
womn-au vih had again and again deliberately
insulted he-r a first warning.

1 Mis. Roeberry," she said, *"I have borne
without ai murmur the bitterest words yon
could say to me. Sparen me any more iunults.
Inded, inideed, t am eager te restore you to
your just rights. With my whole heart I say
it to ynou-i am resolved te confess every-
thing P

Ste poke with trembling earnestness of
tone. Grace listened with a hard siile of
incredilit-y and a hard look of contempt.

-You are not far from the bell," shie said
riîngr it."
Mera'y looked at her in speechless surprise.
"You are a perfect picture of repentar.ec-

youa are dyin to own the truth," pursued the
other satirically. " Own it before everybody,
aind- own it at once. Call in Lady Janet-dall
ii Mr. Grav and Mr. Kolmeroft-eall in the

rvant'. Go down on your knees and ac-
knovle'dge eyourself an impostor before them
ali. Tiien I will believe you-not before."

- Dn't tirn me against you!" cried Mercy
entreatingly.

a" What do 1 care whether you are against
Ie or net V,

[ Don't-for your own sake don't go on
provokinig rme much longer Il

" Fur m uown sake? You insolent crea-
ture! Doyoun mean to threaten me?"

With a last desperate effort, her heart beat-
ing fastear and faster, the blood burning hotter
and hetter i lier eheeks, Mercy still controlled
lherself.

" Have some compassion on me!" she
pleaded. IBadly as I have behaved to you,
I au still a woman like yourself. I can't
face the shame of acknowledging what I have
donc before the whole house. Lady Janet
treats me like a daughter ; Mr. Holmncroft has
cngaged himaself to marry me. I cant tell
Lady Janet and Mr. Holicroft to their faces
that I have cheated them ont of their love.
But thcy shall know it for all that. i can,
and will, before I rest to-night, tell the whole
truth to Mr. Julian Gray.

Grace burst ouit laughxing. " Ahal" she ex-
claimai-I, with a cynical outburst of gaiety.

Now we have coue to it at last:"
'Take tcare!" said Mercy. " Take careV"
Mr. Juliaft Gray! I was behind the bil-

liard-room door-[ saw you coax Sir. Julian
Gray to corne in l Confession loses ail its
horrors, and becomes quite a luxury, with Mr.
Juliani Grav il

" No more, Miss Rseberry no more i For
God's sakea doît put me beside myself! Yeu
have tortiredl me enough already."

Il You haven't been on the streets for no-
thing. You are a wornan with resources; yon
know the value of having two strings to your
bow. If Mr. lolmcroft fails yon, you have
g4 tMr. Juian Gray. Ah! you sicken me
['1i se- that Mr. lloincroft's eyes are open;
hi iliall know what a woman lie miglht have
narried, but for Me"

She checked herself; the next refinement
of insult rernainel uspended on her lips,

The womuan whom she hîad outraged sudden-

ly advanced on lier. lier eyes, staring help-
lessly upiward, saw erey Merrick face, white
with the terrible anger whici drives the blood
back on the heart, bending threaîteingly over
lier.

" ' Yoi will see that Mr. Holicroft's eyes art'
opetied,' " Mercy slowly repeated ; 19i he shaîl
know what a womnan lie mtîigit have married,
but for von! '"

She paused, and followedl those words by a
question which struck a creeping terror
through Grace Rosebe'rry, froi the hair of lier
head t the soles of ler feet

"l Who are yr ?"
The suppresseid fury of Iook and toile whili

accomripiniel thiat qulestion tola, as no violence
could have toli it, that the limîits of Merc's
endurance had beien found at libut. lin the
guardiau angel's absence the avil renius had
done it's evil woark. The better nature which
Julian Grayi haid brougiht to Iife san k, p'oi Sa)iled
by the vioe v inom of a ma's a pi -eful tongul.
An easy iaind a'terriblei i'ans of x'ging tih
outrages ieaiped on lier wai within ria's
reach, if sie 'hose toa take it. lia the freinzy.
of lier indignation Sha nvan r hesitata i-she
took it.

al Who are iou?" she askd- for the si-coni
time.

Grace rousei hlîerselfand atteimpted tO speak.
Mercy stopped her with aî scornifil -stuire of
her hiandl.

aa 1 rememiber !" she went on, with thei sae
fiercely suppressed rage. " Yoiu lire the inad-
womain frot the G--rnit ispital who anx
here a we-ek ago. I ar anot afraid of you thii
tinme. Sit down andl re-st yourself, MryMer-
rick."

Deliberately giving lher that uinme ta ir
face, Mercy turned froma lier andi tAok the
chair which Grac liait forbiddiin lier t ocl
py whcei the interview ban.

Grace started to lier feat.
" What does this meaai ?- hi ead.
Ix It ans, awered Na ioi-alpt x-

ouslyI, "that I recaIl every ardl i h a-i
to you just now. It mais that i xi ra- led
to keep my place in tis hu-

Ia Are youi out of your sea ?

4 Youi ara' not far fr iith-' bIl. u it.
Do what you aiked maie to -i. Cal ia ti-h'
whole;aui hoe l, nd aik t im- ich aof a

i.; mad-Vouo air i ?'"

" Mera eN-'a.rri-k you shall rpnt tis ta
the lait hî.aour of vour lf- !

Meircy rose' aia, a ihx ih--r -1hi
eyes on tii.ewoin iwhoi aill dt'i h-r.

a" I haveI hai enouh a0ofo yu h s aid.

Leave the hoi vhile you can aleav it.
Stayl here, and I will -nd for Lai Janet
Roy.

lYou catît senai for har You iaren-'t sa'nd
for hera

'a I caanda I dare. Vou have nti ai aashdiow

of a proof against te. I have got the paapears
I am in possession of the pla ;- a e-

tablished myself in Lady Janeta '--'i Iai
I mean to deserve youor opinion of au--i viil
keep my dresse.aand mtxy jev'iwels, a i aa
tion in the hous. I denv hat !i hav dona
wrong. Society lias il ma cruelly : I 'we

nothing to Society. i hiave a rigixi ta taka

any advantage of it if I cain. i denyîI itxut I
have injured you. How 'vwa I to kanowitait
you woul coie te life again ? Hliav'e I gri
your nam e and your charaicter ? have' doi
honour to both. I liave awonerybod-s
liking and everybody's repecat. Do v think
Lady Janet would hav lv-t! youî a ishe iove,-s
me ? Not she ! I tell you ta, yoir fiai- i have
filled the false position muora creitably tt hrin
you could have tilledl the true one, and I iean
to keep it. i woi't give up vour name; I
won't restore your character ! Do ouir wori-t,
I daefy yoit"

Shte poured out those rckieas . awordî in one
headlong flow which daned interruption.
Thcre was no answeriug her iutil I w- toa
breathless tou acv mre. Orae- I haer ep-
portaunity the niioiint it was wi lhi i r rea.a l.

aYou defy tua'?" she retau - i'-na l ltely.
" You wonî't defy me long, - i w'rittnii to
Canada. My friend-is wilis i-;k f r mte--

a What of it, if thly do? Yur frinis aira
strangers here. I ari Ladiy ntas aioptI

daughter. Do youthink ih iawiIl aiva y'ar
friendti ? She will belicvC re. Si-- -wiRl burn
their letters, if tie.y write, ShI-' wvill fiaorbid
the hous to themi if they corn'. i shall bu
Mrs. lorace Hlmtncrotft in a wak time. Who
cau shako my position ?Whio eir inxj îraa ie ?"

a Wait a little. You forgat theia i tron at
the lIfa-uge."

"Finit her, if you cain. i naev.'r htoai vou
her name. 1 never told yo iwhar' thI 'fagi
was.l

(aI will advertise your nae, and hind the
matron in that waîy."

an Advertise li avery newsiapaper in Lo-wlanai.ii.

Do you think i gave a strange r 1ik yo the
tiame I really boria in the Refaug ? i gavet
you the name I xassumh whti i lft Englani.
No such person as Merv Merrick is kotawnt to
the imatron. Nosauchi persuon ix known to Nr.
Holrncroft. Iie saw ino at the Frechiiî i cottage
while you were sensless r i the b'd. 1hai
my grey cloak on ; rniatherl hi'> nouar any l' thtm
saw înx in my iii irse's tres., mltiriateîs hav
been male about nie on thue Contiient-iid
(I happen te know fromt the person vho male
them) with no result. t am safer in vour placu;
I am kiown by your nane. I mtiltrace Rosa-
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berry ; nid you tre Mercy Merrick. Disprove
It if you cau i'

Sumtu minug up the unnassailable securit of lier
false position li those closing Ivordls, Mercy
pointed sigiificanitly to the biliiarl-roxr
door.

" You were hidiig there', by your own col).
fessio," she said. I Yon know yoir way eut
by that door. ill voit leave the ro-m ?"

"I won't stir a step !"
Merce walked to a side-table, and strnek ti,'

bell placed on it.
A t the samine moment the billiard-roo nidooir

opened. Juli an Gray appeaed-rturning
fronm ls unsucessful searcli in the gromis.

iHe hal barely arosedu tle tiresholi lefr'
the library-loor waas tlhrowvn olpe'n necxt by ta.
servant t ostedin l the' room. Tlhe maiinn dair-w
black resaapectfilly, and gave adnissiaion to, îair
Janlet Roy. Se was followed hb'y llraa'v
Itoliritureft with his mothaer's wedding-p)r,.et
to Merv inI his hiald.

CHAPTER XX.

rus iPOLICEMAN IN 'LAIN CLOTInIEi.

.Julianii lookedi round the ronm, anal stiii
ait tii dooar wiich lie hadt just openud.

His ,'vos rested-tirst ou n 'rcy, nta-xti
G ra-ce.

ih xcdistiirbedi Ifaces of both thiu'ae io in tai
hiii t'it to plainly tuhat the dis asLter wi l a •li,-

hai ir,'ea liad atiuall hap d. l
hai mt witlhout any third iperson to iit r

'tw- tien. To hat extramiti' th
io.tl interviw miglit have, la, it w%ça- ia-
po-ible for him to, gu-- lia hi aui t a
sen'er, ''eColld iot wait lais oppartnïty for
spelaking ti Mercy, aInd l- read tia intar;-
il anytiniîg as iguxaranxtly dhoa whaich miixt~
givei jlst a(ause of offa' t Grace.

Liaiy J iaet's cour -fI acatioli, on 'ntrin
ithe adianinaroom,îa wa- ia perfi'ct haarmonyxa wilL.,lv ' t"ela iai't-

Insan.xtl -diaovering. the' intrudei.r. i-a
aalookd shary ait M'ry. " Vhalt adi it
yui ? a-la' a-kei. ' Arc-you frigLha 'la .
Noi li th le''t frigltn' : Wiondraiu
Saa tIriei to', the earvatnt. - Waiit ia il.
library ; i may wVant uI agai." SIh' l'k-
at J1iuli . '.-' i ta it al cla, i i i: 1 1 am m .
a:e it." she . le ai sigII ti iara- . r-

wher-Pe yo11 are. and hold yorl n.:e .1
ina x 'w a-v-rytinl thaIt w4l n --ara a
aV-ary'V -onela h advacd tai the Irt W tI -

room iin whi: ' aî atandxliang wth lw.
-riniabrw and iirmal--hu lils, diant

-' I' a' naa dl'air,' te a'iend' yoau, or tai ai

v a r a l y t ar d "I i h r t h a t y i r v a :-

ta my ha canliiiat pi'ly lai t'' any ati
fatoryure ail t. I hpe xiyouwill not olig mx
te say- ai rdI-r word tha tiha -I a

yoa u will iurstand tuat I wih ,you ta with-
dirawv.

Tlh- -o'raI'-r of iim -- i cul aaurd irlya h.--

i-r th, .upposed mend îinrmiay of the'pr
snto whiom i t wa - adee ara -

stantv eshedin the phiint pssbltrm
" li juice tliy father'emonaaar', a

juSt i ao -'lf,"' ahie anwiered, -"I aini aa
a lalring I rcfus ta.vo withdraw',,'. - Sh' I-
li'ra'eltooki a Chair and a'd hr-n'f i

tlea preani af th- m tra.-eo f tha ho ,u4
L dyJaiat. aitad'ax m n t-te-- l 1 n.

trollin.: Iler teit par. in the"i tl ral of -ai 'naO

Jliain si ii theax opprtulity tf rem ..tr
ing with G rai.e.

1s this vihat vontupromise imIe? helI akl-d
geitly. " 'You gave iii- yoir warit that youi
woIld not -tlirr to Mlauthorpe liois.

afore ' could say more L'dy JaneI-t hxi
got he'r' taIemp-r unier a 'cîmmand. She e.'.gdui
lh-r an 'r t- Ga'ce bL'y pointintg witla a pr-
euptory for'ltingeIr to th library door.

vLiy hav(1 înot mad ni yoir tmaitnd I
Laka'laiy adiIvicel by the tim-a I laie" wxalk
b.iak to that doo04r, "she 'aid,1 ' I will lpt i

coit of your powa-r tu set nm' aIt l'lmii à. I a x
il'''- to biea obe'I, and Iwill bl bl'. d
ore 'n t'a u hard woras. I Iwrn you le-

fore it is too lait'. ."
She ret-rned xî--I slowl "vtowards the. liii

Iulian aitta-împIatedite o intrf'rae wit ainaar
wrdi tf renstrance. lis aut astoppd im
by ai gIistiure wh'ich staid plainly, insit ax
aaatinig for imyeailf" lie loaked ltu N -
Would sh.- remiaitn paive ? Yes. Si la-r
liftedI lher hxi; su' neer moed'from th
piaie' in wlic llshie avis stadintiig aip.ut fromia
the r'st. Horace him-li-f tricI to attra't la -r
att'ntin, anal tria-ai hivain.

Arriv--dit ia' th library door, l.ady Janet
loo. iiver her ulair t tlhe little im: maIiv
able balack igur in the Chair.

Wlill yout go?'" shuali s kedA, for th'' last

rae ,stairtedi pI;) angrily from lar useat, a ii
ixd l h'r viaerisha an ey ey.

i won't lia' turned olut if yur lyi '
iluse in the prence ao that imipo-tor," she

said. aa 1 ai >' yiehl to forc%-t I will ylbi
to notling ls. 1 insist on t yt right t tih'
pllarcethat she has istolen fromt me, It's no IPW
i'olinig me,' ai iae, tiring o104idly to
Jl illian. i" As llong a4 taitt wolan i s here unii-
der my na1e h ca't. and 'won' t k''ep a' itwa&y
front the hoi. 1 warl her, li yîour presen
that I avliiie written tO mt y friten' is lin cniliad


