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in a position of equality with his neigh-
bor, aven though that neighbor were
possessed of goods which he nover had
or mude or cultivated. '

Amongst some people this medium—
or we will eall it mongy, as thal is the
expression bost known in our day—was
formed of sea shells more or less adorn-
ed and curved according to the value
each shell was supposed to represent.
In other lands, as amongst the Indians
in the primeval forests of the Nuw
World, the money consisted in pieces of
wood cut into divers funtastic shapes or
little stones of" diftferent colors.  ach
and all of theso kinds of money may
serve as illustrations and guides in the
history of those people.  But many
years before the founding of the great
Roman Bmpire, fur oft in the Bast a
new mothod was discovered whereby
the money and its value could "be ren-
dered moro positive. And we then find
coins. Metal of different species cut into
a multitude of rude forms and, at times,
bearing some letters of hiroglyphics,
was tho origin .of .our present almost
perfeet system of coinage.

No sooner was’ this novel means de-
vised than it was adopted by each of
the nations of antiquity. Some of their
coins  being more rude than others—
some of them being formed of more
precious metals or ol more beautiful ore
than others, soon led to distinctions bo-
tween the coins of the divers nations or
tribes, and even to tho distinctions in
the values of the many specics of coins
in each particular country. '

Imter on wo find. the names of the
Kings and rulers-of the people stamped
upon the moncy. And suli later we
sce tho heads of monarchs, of emperors,
of generals, adorned with helmets or
crowns or laurels, carved or stamped
upon the coinage of tho countries, Soon
after we mect with dates and emblems,
and a few words in the language of the
people to whom the moncyT)olonged.
Thus as years vollod . past and as timos
“changed  this mode:of unity. and this
powerful support of commerce bocame
more and more indispensable. And in
our day it has reached such a degreo of
iniversality that *without moncy man
Is of little consequence in the world.”

This heing a subjoct that can scarcely
be proparly treated in the spaco of one

short essay, we will merely confine
ourselves to a few remurks upon the
utility of coins as an auxilimry of his-
tory, and leave for another essay the
consideration of the union between the
monuments and coins of different na-
tiony of antiquity and of modern times.

The study of coins might be consider-
ed a ife study, yot it is much more easy
to place ond's self in a position to study
coing than it is to study monuments,
So much travelling, so much labor, so
miuch exertion, is not required. Butb to
study coing with a renl profit they must
be conneeted with the history—the true
history—of the people to whom they
bolon ged.

You find on the face of an old silver
or coppor coin the head of an emperor
with figures or letters or other marvks
surrounding it—talee up the history of
the nation and you will therein find by
whom and when and how such a token
was struck.. You learn under what ciy-
cumstances it came into existence, what
battle it commemorates, what city it was

made for. To illustrate more clearly

our idea of the union between coins and
history in general—not yet to speak of
the history of any nation in particular
—we will cite the following extract from
the Fpiscopal LRecorder:— =

“In citing the historieal -information de-
rivable from coins, the geographical facts we
acquire from them are of equal importance.

A-case was stated some time ago how anis-
land of the Agean, which had Deen lost, was

discovered by means of a coin (the picce not -

bigger than a halfdime,) and how recent
soundings proved the eéxistence of this isle.
There was a lost city which owes its place to
a coin. For over a thousand years no one
knew where Pandosia was.  History told us
that at Pandosia King Pyrrhus. collected
those forces with which he over-tan [ialy,
and that he established a mint there; but
na due could put their finger upon Pandosia.
Bight years ago a coin came under the sharp
eyes of n numismatist. ‘There were the let-
ters, Pandosia, insctibed on it, but:what was
better, there was an emblem, indicative of a
well-kknown river, the Crathis. Then every-
thing was revealed with the same certainty
ag if the piece of money had been an ailas,
and Pandosia, the mythical city, was at once
given ils proper position in Bruttium. Now,
o coin may be vnluable for artistic merit,
but when 1t elucidates o doubtful point in
history or geogruphi', its worth is very much
enhanced.  This silver coin, which did not
weigh more than & quarter.of a dollar, be-
cause it cleared up the mystery of Pandosia,

et g




