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in a position of equlîity with his neigli-
bor-, von though tait neiglbor wore
possossed of goods whichl he nover liad
ori made Qi cultivated.

Aiongst soe 1People this medium-
or e will cal it money, as that is the
expression best known in our day-was
formned of 'ea Shelis more oir less adorin-
cd and carved according to the value
eaci shoit vas supposed to represent.
.1n o1hor lands, as :înnongst tho Indians
il the primovail orests of the New
World, tho money conisisted in pieces of
wood cut into divers fanitastic siipes or
lifto stonos of difWoront colors. Each
and ail of theso kinds of noney nay
serve as illustra tions and guides in the
history of those peopfle. But manîy
years before tie founding of Ci great
Romlnîc Empire, far ol' in tho East a
new iothod was liscovered Nloreby
the mnoney and its value coulId bo ren-
de-ed more positive. And Ve thon find
coins. Mctal of difflerent specios cut iito
a multitude of rude oris and, at times,
beICring somle lotters of hiroglyphics,
was the origin of our present aniost
perfect system of coinage.

No sooner was this novel means de-
vised than it was adopted by each of
the nations or antiquity. Somo of their
coins being more rude than others-
some of them being formed of more
preciois metals or or more beautiful ore
thlan others, soon led to distinctions bo-
tween the coins of tho divers nations or
tribes, and even to the distinctions in
hie values of the mnany species of coins

in aci particular country.
Later on wo find the naimes of the

kings and rulers of the people stamped
iponl tho mnoney. And stili later we

sec tho heads of monarchs, of enhperors,
of gonerals, adorlned with heliets or
clowns or Laurels, carvec or stumped
upon the coinage of the countries, Soon
after we moet with dates and embleis,
aid a few words in the languîage of the
people to whoim the mnoneiy ieolong'ed.
Thuis as years rolled past and as tinies
ch:nged this mode of nity and this
iowerful support of commerce became
More and more indispensable. And iii
ouv day ilt lias reachod such a dogree of
iniversality that " i thout; monie*y mlain
is of little consoquenco in the vorld."

This being a subject that can scarcely
bie properly treated ii the space of one

short essay, we will merely confino
ourselves to a frew reinîarks upou the
utility of coins as an auxiliary of his-
tory, and leave for another essay the
consideration of the union botween the
monuments and coins of diforont na-
tions of antiquity and of modorn times.

Tho study of coins might be consider-
cd a ïife study, yet it is much more easy
to place one's self in a position to study
coins thin it is to stidy monuments.
So mueh travelling, so mueh labor, so
mueh exertion, is not required. But to
study coins with a real profit they must
be connected with the history-the truc
history-of the people to ,Whon they
belonted.

You find on the face of an old silver
or copper coin the ead of an emperor
with tigures or letters or other marks
surrounding it-take up the history of
the nation and you will therein find by
whoin and wlhcn and how sucli a token
was struke. You learn under what cir-
ciiinstances it came into existence, what
battle it cominomoratos, w'hat city itwas
made for. To illustrate more clearly
our idea of the union botecn coins and
history in general-not yet to speak of
the history of aiy nation in particular
-ve will cite the foliowing extraet from
the 1Episcopal Recorder :-

"In citing the historical information de-
rivable froim coins, the geographical facts ive
aequire from theni are of equal importance.
A case wvas stated soine tine ao how. i is-
land of the zEgeani, wlhich lhad Teen lost, was
discovered by ieans of a coin (the piece not
bigger than a hialf-diine,) and low receit
sounIîdiIgs proved hie existence of this isle.
There was a lost city vhich owes its place to
a coin. For over a thousand years no one
lknîew w rlii-e Pandosia w-as. Historv told us
tiat at Pandosia King Pyrrhuls collected
those forces with whicl lie over-îin Italy,
and tuat lie establislied a iniît there; but
no due could put their finger upon Pandosia.
Eiglht yeairs ago a coi camine under the sharp
ejyes of a ismatist. ilThere were tie let-
ters, Pandosia, insci-ibed on it, but what was
better, there was an embleni, indicative of a
wNell-lciownî river, the Crathis. Then every-
thiiig wasii re-vealed witli the saine certainty
as if he piece of noney had beei ai) atlas,
and Pandosia, the mythical city, was at once
given its proper position in .Bu-ittiumi. Noiw,
a coin imay be valuiable for artistic mierit,
but wlien it elucidates a doubtful point in
history or, gegraphiy, ils worth is very iuch
enhanced. This silveroc coin, which dd not
weiglc more than Ia quarter of a dollar, be-
cause it cleaîred up the inystery of Paidosia,


