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Bell's being taken away, that he must be
o board or lurking somewhere in the neighbor-
hm.l,

I suggested that all the men he could spare
should be well armed and immediately  put
ashore, so as to be able to getto the other side of
the point before day-break or they would be seen
in crassing the heights.  That they should hide
among the bushes till the tide was out, and %hcn
Pounce upon the lugger which, by that time,
Would be high and dry upon the sands.”

“Or goue out to sea{” said the officer interro-
Satively.

“Qyes, my plan provides for such a pro.bnble
contingency.  Aye, probable, I continued, in ve-
Ply to his startled and enquiring look, for we
8w the signal light upon the point, and, if the
luggcr kept a sharp look out, and had her eyes
about her, she might have scen it too,”

“She could n. t surely have heard the shot that
brought it so quickly down again?” )

“Ono! I replied, the wind wss high and in

the oppo-ite direction, but we, T added, altlough

Wuch farther off, heard it, but not distinctly.”

“ Well, but preceed with your schewme,” he said
With some impatience, “what if she has scen tho
Signal and gone out to seal”

“Afier her instantly, was my ready answer,
Up anchor and away, the moment the boats re-
Tetwrn from puiting us ashore, 1 say us, I added,
ecause I should like, myself, to be with the men
that cross the point.”

“ And so you shall” he said, “tut this wind.”
“Has somewhat moderaied already,” I replied:
and will fall still more by day-break, or if it
should not, this tight little craft of yours, or I'm no
Sailor, can keep as closely to the wind as to gaina
sufficient offing, in an hour or two, as will
€nable you to weather the point that scparates
Jou from the inlet.

“ But it is quite unnccessary,” the young man ad-

d, as he saw some symptoms of impatience in
his auditory, “ to dwell upon this part of my plan,
83 nothing came of it.”

“I was put in comnand of the party, and off
We started, but our preparations took up more

time than we anticipated, or else the night was

farther advanced-than we supposed, as the day
3an to dawn before we reached our placg of
ambysh.” ) '
“As we passed a rude sort of flag-staff, the
¥ame, I doubted not, on which we saw the signal
ight, onc of the men told me that he had fired at
the fellow who was hoisting it, and that he must
€ither have been hit or frightened, as ha instantly
Tan away. But wo soon discovered, that he must
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have been woun.led, as the path, for some distance,
was sprinkled with bleal,”

*“That must have been the chot we heard, I
observed, as the light went down.”

“So it was,” he said, and then proceeded with
his story,

“IIere we had a complete view of the inlet, or
rather of the dense fog that rested on the cbbing
tide, and we saw, with great delight, the bave
poles of the lugger standing out above it.”

“This fog was of essential service to us, as it pre-
vented the lugger's crew from seeing us, cither as
we crossed the heights, or the intervening sands
until we were upon them.”

“ And then the fight!” exclaimed my youngest
nicee, in great excitement. .

“No, there was no fight,” lo continued; “ On
the contrary, wo were permitted to buard her,
peaceably.  She was busily employed, like an
honest trader, discharging ler lawful cargo; and
although we searched the vessel thoroughly, not
a contraband article could be founl”

“And Della I" we all interrogutively exclaimed
at once.

“ Was no where to be scen, nor William Arm-
strong either; but some one, under another name,
a3 super-cargo, was missing, and we suspect that
he’s the man.”

“Then you did not seize the vesscl, and per-
haps she was not a smuggler after all ¥’

“0 yes, she's a smugler, we have no doubt of
that, but her papers are all right, or apparcnt] y so,
and we cannot prove it. All we saw of her
cargo was a mere make believe, and the principal
and most valuable part of it is, doubtless, hid
beneath the sea—they most likely had scen the
signal-light, and instead of running for it, had
adopted a safer method, and sunk their gin
and brandy where they can find it again, when
less liable to be interrupted. But I must bo off
again, in search of that villain, Armstrong, ho is
lurking somewhere in the neighborhood, I know.”

—

CUAPTER X1V,
) THE ELOTEMENT.
Qwhen sche was mountit him behynd
(Blyth be bertis quhilkes luve ilk ither,)
Awa thai flew lyke tlaucht of winde,
(Kin kens kin, and bairnis thair mither.)
Evrixvaso Wup,

“Twr be ready to go with you in a moment,” was

poor Dolla Miltway's instant aud unsuspecting’

answer to the message she received. And she

hastened her simplo preparations, ‘a3 much as .
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