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ITEMS AND NEWS,

See important news from the Sccrelary of the
Homo Mission Bouard,

WE are glad to hear that Bro. Cooke is recover-
ing from his serious iliness,

Bro. Drvor's meoting at Tiverton resnlted in
spveral being added to the sayed.

Bro. MixNIck has been assisting the Leerardritle
church in a short meoting—one addition.

Bro. Srrwarr is holding special meetings in St
Juhn. Three confecsivns to date—others will svun
come.

Tuk work in Halifax is moving along nicely
under the wise mauagement of Bro. Howard
Murray.

Bro. Furp has been holding some special meet”
ings with the Lord's Cuve chuich. He will assist
the brothren at LoTete aud Back Bay before leav-
ing those parts.

WE aro glad to welcome Bro, R. Currie, of
Somerville, Mass., as our correspondent for the
Now England S:ates. Bro. Currie and wife have
united with the Mission Church in Somerville and
will mako valuable additions.

ThE report of tho Pennsylvania State Convention
will bo read by many of the oldor brethren with a
zood deal of intorest. The resolutions then made
wonld do wall for us to carry out in the provinces.

Bro. Frep, T. Nortox, of P. E. Island, who is
attonding Kentucky University, graduates this
year in Arts, and so successful has he been that out
of aclass of twenty-one he comes ount as the firat
honor man, and is to deliver the valedictory. He
completes the Bible conrse in 1594 and hopes to
securo the honors of tho class. Wo are glad to
note that our provineial students meot with such
success, and wo would that many mors of thom
would prepare for the preaching of the word. No
placo affords better facilities and opportunities than
the Collego of the Bible, Lexington, Ky.; for no
where olse do you find McGarvey, Graham, Loos
and Grubbs.

Paul taught publicly and from houso to house;
and his examplo is one that his successors in labor
will do well to fullow, The public
proaching 18 impurtant, but nut leas
80 18 that which can be done in the
home. Here personal, practical,
pointed instruction can be given, and there is no
putting it on some one clsa, astoo often is the case
when many are prosent. Hero, also, the most
appropriate words of comfort, of encouragement
and of warning may bo spoken. They have a very
different cffect from genoral exprossions, mnade to
cover cases that mny or may not exist. Some
preachers are not habitual visitors to tho homes of
their people; or if so, tho visits aro bruken by
vory long intervals. Some have their favorites,
and the majority of the congregation are neglected.
It is objected to systematic and frequent visiting
that it consumes too much time and interferes with
a complete preparation for the public ministry of
the word. But may it not rathor further that
proparation by acquainting the preacher with the
needs of his flock, and thus show him in what way
he can best bevefit them? No preparation, how-
aver elaborato it may be, or however much time
has been aspent upou it, is complete until it is adap-
ted to promote the end in view, And it is gener-

Pastoral
Visiting,

ally true, as has been said, that the minister who-

is invisible to his cangregation ~n six days of the
weok, is usnally incomprehensible to them on the
geventh; and incomprohensibihity on his part will
soon lead to invisibility on theirs; for a stay-at-
home pastor will make a stay-at-home people.
But every visit made by a preacher cannot strictly be
called a pastoral visit. If he goes in for a friendly
chat and stays for ten wminuntes, or three hours,
talking about the weather and the depression in
business, and the exodus and the ¢ Home Rule
Bill,” ete., etc., he does what any one else can do
as well as he, and no ono would dream of looking
for the eloment that differentiates his visit frum
that made by any friend. If a book agent goes
mto a house, you soon find out his business, so
with any man who has a purpose in view. Should
it not be the same with the minister ?

Those of our brethren in the States who are
directing the home misston wurk there, and who
sce the present impertance of
preaching the gospel and planting
churches in the destitute places, are
going to make a crowning effort to
gpread the truth this year. Success will depend
upon the brotherhood at large. Itis a well known
fact that but few churches, comparatively, are
groatly interestod in work beyond their own small
circle. They are bound up in selfishness and are
in danger of dying from the same canses that wero
at work in Laodicen. And of those churches that
are doing something for the neglected places, only
a amall portien of the membership is enlisted.
The giving is done by a few. How to get all the

Will it
‘Work?

mombers of all the churches to give something is.

the great problem, and Bro. Hardin has a plan
which, if carried out, will accomplish this An
offurt is to bo made to find .out what each congie-
gation is able to give, and a request to raiso that
amount will be made. ‘There is no dictation, no
usurping of authority, no seeking to lord it over
God's heritage; but thero is a personal invitation

roied

to evory churoh to raise » definite sum; and if they
aro able to raiso more it will be gladly accepted ;
and if they cannot raise so much, they are atill in-
vited tu sond what they can—so that thoy may be
holpers in the good work, To roach the mombors
of tho churches individually has not hitherto been
attempted. But Bro. Hardin has devised a simple
and practicable acheme to accomplish: this. He has
prepared ¢ Peraonal Canvass Carcds,” to bo gen! to
all tho churches. On each card tho pastors, or
olders, or somo other proper person, is asked to
write the names of about twenty of the congrega-
tion, and then hand it to some one who will sce
thuse whose names avo on the card and ask them
for an offering for home wissions. This may be
paid thea or promised to be handed in by May 7th,
the day of the general collection, and it may be as
large or as small as the giver pleases. That this
plan is perfect, no one claims; but,it is the best
that has yot boen suggoested. For those who want
to work and o soo others do tho same, it has many
excollencies. The person who wants to aveid giv-
ing will be inclined to look for objections, and he
will try to comvince himself that he has found
them. But the plan will work and that is its
justitication.

A great mistake was made by the-leaders-in the
reformation of the ninateenth century when they
noglucted the city for the country.
The cities being centres of popula-
tion, of wealth, of edncation and
of influenco, ara deserving the first
cunsideration of all who want to accomplish the
most in the shortest time, with the least exponse—
all the timo keeping in mind the prospects for
enlargemont. ff the citica are deeply improssed,
the ¢ uutry canno: long remain unmoved. 1f more
pains had been taken to plant the cause firmly in
such centres a5 Washington, Boston, Philadelphia
and New York, when tho restorative movement
was started, our standing and influence there would
be out of all comparison with what it now is. Itis
now almost impoasible for us to regain the lost
ground, owing to the stereotyped religious =nd
irreligious state of these cities. But the Disciples
have well learned the lessons of the past, and the
cities of the west and south are receiving in a good
measure the attention which they deserve, as may
be seen from the way the work is being pushed in
St. Louis, Chicago and other centres of power
where conservatism is not so predominent as in tho
cities of the east. In the new towns that are
springing up yearly, our people are among the ficst
to enter in and possess the land, aud in consequence
they can always hold their own, aud in most cases
lead the van. In a growing village, made up of
people [rom all parts of tho country, and represen-
ting uvery denomination, the evils of divicion are
most linble to show themnselves, and all who really
desive the spiritual prosperity of the place will bo
quick to see the importance of union, and, if they
are Bibla students in the truest souse, to recognize
that our position, by subordinating opinions and
olovating faith, gives tho only basis that is at all
practicable ard scriptural. In Canada we should
profit by the experience of others. In the west,
towns are springing up. What are we doing, or
trying to do, to sow tho seods of apostolic Christ.
ianity thorel Now the soil is soft and mellow;

In the
Centres,



