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TRUTH.

beon told, was mistaken for joy by my com.
rades. Perish the thought! I am as bold
as alion and don't care a smapior Risla
long as he remains where he is and I here

Pooh-pooh!
YORT GARRY.

Fort Garry in thove days was a mile from
‘Winnipeg with no houses between the two,
and the latter was a very imaignificant spot
indeed compared to whatii aowis, In fact,
on the evening of oxr ar:ival, a brother ser-
goant and I—be it known, gentlss reader, I
rejoiced in the exalted rank of Hoapital
Bergeant—started from the Fort to view the
town. The evening was misty and we
walked about a couple of miles, when we
met a civillan, “‘Can you tell us,” I asked,
‘‘whereabouts Winnipeg is ? or if we are on
the right road for it?” ¢ Well, I'm a ga-
loot ™ was the ill-tutored fellow's reply,
¢¢ You'va come through it ! It was true;
wo had walked through Winnipeg without
seeing it ! This will give, better than any
deecription of mine, an idea of the amallness
of Winuipeg orthelargenesoftbobeerglassess
at our sergant’s mess ; one of the two ; you
oan take your cholce. During the three
years of my service in the North West,
‘Winnipeg increased {n size and population
at a prodigions rate, and, { doubt not, I
should soarcely recogaize it now, so much
changed must it be from what it was in
1875, when I came away, finding that there
was to be no more war.

The fartheat point westward which X
reached was Lake Qu'Appells, (s poem
on the legend connected with whose name I
publish in another part of this paper)
whither a guard of 100 officers and men
weat with Lieut.-Governor Morris, when
the treaty of 1874 was made. I regret that
I am unable to e!s%2n my readers about
the conntry where the present fuss is going
on, but doubtless full reports will soon flood
the newspapers, and though their style of
literature will not be 30 graceful s mine,
the information may probably be as reliable
as that which X conld fournish. I wish X
knew something about it ; I do indeed.

———— R —
THE GREAT KORTH-WEST — PAST
AND PRESENT,

No. 1.
BY THE REV. THOMAS WOOLSEY,
It hias been justly remarked, in regard to
this terrestrial sphere,

*Hoce's & beautiful carth and a wondertul sky;
To enjoy thim, G<d gives us an sar and an eye.”

And such is true; but no one can, to any
great extent, realize the import of the
words except by a close obscrvation of the
works of the Almighty hand. And this, X
trust, myself and the l.ta Itev, E. B. Stein-
huner oxperienced thirty yearsago, when
we weze seo? as wisaicnaries to thatsection
of our vaat field of toil and self-sacrifice,
where .

**The Rooky Mountains stern] rh‘ﬁ
O'erlaok tb’o lanq helow, %

, 804 half invade the skies.”
Hence, I take ocoasion, through the col-
ums of TrorH (though not razked person-
ally amongst the literadi of modem times) to
present a few thoughts relative to the vast
stretch of oountry betwoen the metropolis
of Ontarlo and those “imposing Iazdmarks
of the Atlantic world—the Rocky 2foun.
tains!” And the mors especially, as the
present rebellion in the North.-West, bas
called forth more than ordinary interest in
the ** Groat Loae Land.”

The modes of travel, at the abovo.named
period, though far in advance of former
times, necemitated a ramble of three months
before we reached our dostinaticn, wheroas,
a reoeatly veturned missionsry informed me
that he came*irora Morleyville Mission,
Bow River, in a week, tho 0. P, R. running

within three miles of hiv home, Truly,
“4time works wonders,” Comfort and con-
venience now stand associated with those
who in rapid suocession return, and *tell
atrange tales of foreign lands," so to speak,
without passing through the ordeal to which
others have been aubjected, though myself
and colleagues greatly enjoyed our trip by
rallway to Duluth, via Chicago, and from
thence to St. Paul, the metropolis of Minne.
oota, by one of the floating palaces on the
Missisaippl river—a very pleasant voysge of
more than four hundred miles. St.Anthony's
Falls, » fow miles beyond the city, gave
zeat to our journeyinge, taking rank, in
grandeur, with ¢ America’s majeatic water-
falls,’ though on a smuller scale.

But here the ordinary modes of travel had
to bo abandoned, and any stray chance of
crosaing the Minnesota Territory, a distance
of more than sevon hundred miles, resorted
to. This was ultimately effected, by ac-
ocompanying & veturn party of traders, and
others, who had no less than 200 ox-carts.
Those persons were banded tegether, for
mutual protection, under Mr, James McKay,
who was then known as the *“The prince of
travellers,” though he subsequently became
the Hon. Jas. McKay. He, to his praisebe
it recorded, placed a democrat at the com-
mand of the missionaries, a privilego that
we very highly appreciated, as we were
more than three weeks in reaching Red
River Settlement, now the city of Winnpeg.
We were thus providentially brought safely
through a region of conntry roamed over by
the Sioux Indians, who, a few yrars after,
maasacred eight hundred men, yromen and
children in the Sauk Valley, Our guide in.
troduced us to a number of thatnation, who
gave us such a friendly reception as to
greatly prepouscas us in their favor. No
doubt our ecclesiastical status, combined
with Mr, McEay being on the best of terms
with them, gave us a great advantage vuer
the Americans, for they respected the Bri.
tish flag, and endorsed the idea that

““There's & heart that leaps with burning glow,
The wranged and the weak to defend ;

And strikes av s00n 107 & trampled foe,
As 1% aoee f0r 2 soul-bound triend 1~

But I must reserve msterizl for another
lstter. We bad then zeached the spot
waere Riel's exploits a fow years after
caused quiteastir, and whose recent actions,
aocording to reports, must now be regarded
as alike deatructive to life and property,
and which I greatly deplore, if true ; but,
after a while, I am led to hope that our
noble volunteers and others will endorse the
sentiment that

“

Thae interence you have is clear,
Bepeat but balt of what you bear.”

THE BABKATOHEWAN VALLEY,

IY JOHX N. LARR,

The attention of the peoplo of the Do-
minion is tarned {o this most beautifal por-
tion of our great North-West in a way lit.
tle expected & month age. Why it should
be called a “*valley” Inever could tell, asit
is & most beautifal undulating prairie, with
the rivor ranning far below the level, with
bigh bavks. Taking

CLARK’S CROSSING,
(Saskatchewan P, O.) the point where the
old survey of the C. P. R, crosses the Suuth
Ssakatchewan as tho centre, and describing
a circle of 50 miles around it you cover one
of the fincat farming sections I have acen in
the North-Weat aud that after spending the
best part of the past three summers in that
country, Saskatoon, 15 miles south;
Battleford, 85 miles west ; Botosh P. 0.
and ferry, 45 miles north (Riel's bead-
quartsrs); Prinoe Albert, 42 miles, a litile

east of northof Botosh ; Duck Lake, about
5 miles weat of Botosh ; and Fort Carleton
12 milea west of Duck Lske, About a
dozen families 270 at.Clarke's Croming aund
a few settlors along tho river north to Bo-
tosh, If Riel really meant to fight %;s would
bave sent down to the crossing and cut the
wires and taken horsas, stock and provisions
from tho settlors to supply his men, As it
appears he has not done %0, leads me to be-
tievo that tho troubleis nit so serious as
reported amongat the Hulf-Breeda, I have
not averyblessed recollection of Fort Carlton,
I arrived there with my companion on 15th
Aug., '82, after traveling through the woods
from 4 a.m. without a morsel toeatfromthe
pightbefore thenallwocouldget was a quart
of syrup and some hard tack. Half of the
syrap X lost befare I got out of the fort, the
balance and the hard tack we dividedina
hurry and washed it down mith good strong
black tea. After resting our pony whils
we were getting our supper, we ve to
Duck Lake the same night,and loat our way
in the darkness just at the place where the
Bight of the 19th ult. took place, but one of
Beardy's Indians showed us the way acd we
artived at Duck Lake at 11 p.m. Many of
the Indians at Prince Albert, Duck o,
and White Cap’s reserve (the latier 20 miles
ottty evpocially 1 baryost tme, work
ous, and, es o, wor
well, Thoey are, as iﬁ:enl thing, unfair-
1y treated by the In nmb. and poor
seed and implements are f od, for which
the Government have to pay the highest
prices. .
DUCK LAKR

is quite a settlement, hardly a village.
Sto! &Bden.lnl%?,hsdtveryhrg
store and *‘stopping house,” including theP.
0. (Stobart). Nicely enclosed, a Catholio
church with & good-natured Jesuit priest,
ro Autre, as pestor, and a e number
of small houses owaed and occu by the
French Hali-Breeds. The South Saskatch-
ewan is nivigable from Medicine Hat to
its junction with the North branch, some
800 miles. It is ammaring bow little
known of its capabilities. 1n 1883 we rafted
50,000 feet of lumber from Medicine Hat
to Saskatoon, and last'year we sent down
the “May Queen,” a little steamer forty
foot Jong, which now les at Saakatoon and
could be put to good we against the rebels.
We also rafted 100,000 feet of lumber over
the same route; there is no difficulty in nav-
igating the river either way. .
estion Gen, Middleton will

There is no qu
have a hard time getting out to the rebel

position; their will be snow in a great many | gallery

conlees, and if the first isall out it will be
terribly soft in the great salt gldn. whick
extends for fifty wiles after leaving the
Touchwood Hillp. I know that trail well,
bavibg been over it twice in 1882. The
trall irom Mooss Jaw to Prince Albert
Clark’s Croesing is .much drier, better an
shurter, and the reason it was not chosen,
may be the Hudson Bay officials would not

e g0 much money if the troops
gone by Moose Jaw, hence the longer and

rer trail is choesn ; this latter trall I

ave been over aix times, 50 I know what I

am writiog about. These besutiful plains
thirty years ago were ocovered with buffalo
at certain seasons. A gentleman at Prinoe
Albert t0ld me he had seen from 50,000 to a
100,000 in one hord on the east bank of the
South Saskatchewan in 1855, Bat these, az
well as the red men, are sdattered south and
west by advancing civilisation.
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PARLIAMENTARY POINTS.
* BYJ. ®. OOLLIXE
Probably to a large number of Trurm
readers the face and the form of SirJohn A.
Macdopald is familiar, Although now in
bis seventieth ycar, the Premier is one of the
most active men in Parliament. Gitting at
his desk ho shows no trace of wearine:s for
all the mass of irksome, weariog work tuat
falls to his hands, despite the vexations,
the Jemands upon bhis time ard patience,
the almost innumsrable number of questions
upon which he is obliged to advise or pro-
nounce, Brightly, and even vigoroualy, he
sits at bis desk, ready to parry a thrust, to
make a grave and comprehensive statoment,
or to crack 'a joke. He is the one man

is | ing his u

Cartwright'’s lanoe is always thrust in vain,
The other day Sir Richard, In arraigning
the Ministry, declared that there was no use
in convicting the Government of incomps.
tency or corruption before thls Parllament,
because Sir John's followers would blindly
support and approve of anything, Ifan an.
gel.were tooome doya from heaven, he said,
and show them that the Government was
doing that which was ctiminally wrong, they
would not be dissusded. Sir John's eyes
twinkled ; bhe tossed his head, and took his
pincs nex glasses off his nose. But he said
nothing then, When the time came, how.
ever, be arose and said : ¢ The honorable
geatleman seems to think that those who
support myself would not be oonvinoed of
my evil doinge though an angel from heaven
came down and gave testimony against me,
Woell, I know this : They are not likely to
be convinced when a falien angel comes here
and tells them s0,” This brought down the
House. The allusfon, I need hardly says
was to Sir Richard’s having fallen from Con.
servative grace and becoming a Reformer,
His trip to England did him great good,
and thoee associated with him say that he hs
as vigorous now as he has been for any time
during the last ten years. Yet, as I have
said, the strain upon his constitntion by the
vast quantity of work that he has to do
must be very great. From an early hour,
till the House meets, he sits in his office
glvlng audience to all conditions of people,

'aucy the task it muat be to hear and un.
derstand cases of every sort from all quar-
ters of the Dominior ; to satiafy this one, to
apseua the other, and to put off, satiafac.
torily, some ove eise. No one comes awsy
from 8ir John's presence with ignant
heart or angry words. The most implaca
ble and u.fortunate suitor he can nearly al-
ways manage to pacify and to satisfy by lay-
his shoulder in that cap:
tivating way of which he is ths boon master.
In the Hoase he has to keep his eye npon
everytning ; and we can y forgive even
the alip that he made theother day, to which
1 made allusion in my first letter. But his
work exds not when the oun down or
the House rises. By his aice s his ¢ black
btlg” which every day fills with documents.
“How can he get throngh all these papers
before to-morrow 2"’ a gentleman said to me
the other ev:tngég, uhwo s;:nlailm :;om the
2820 a hy ) TS
and pu them intophh satchel l::}:.eho
House was about to rise. Yet every docn-
ment had to be examined, and most of them

ronounced upon, whether formally or not,
gefore the Premier returned to hia office in
the morning. I do wish, for Mr, Blakes
aake, (for I cannot bel g his great
abilities), that he would take some lessoms
from Sir John in personal agreeableness,

had [ The Premier nearly always, when the chalr

at his right or his left is_empty, has a fol-
lower from the ranks sitting beide him,
thare discussing some matter with himin
the most cordial of manners. Every such
little tets o tele endn with some hearty,
{riendly werd, and with a kindly nod of the
leader's head. Iuthe meanwhile Mr, Blake
aits alove, like Manfred in the play, s mps-
terious clond about him, and a cloud of arc-
tio frigidity at that. 1 believe, indeed I
know, that he prays heaven very frequently
to send a thaw upon bis di tion ; forl
have time and againnoticed him making the
painfol and unfortunate exertions to
ble. Yet man is strong-
er than his orj natare, and Mr, Blake

ought to be. A phrenologist was onoe
brought blind-{fold into the e of Soc-

rates, and laying upon the im-
m::.’ul philosopher’s head said : ¢ Verily,
this is a man of evil morals. He is a liber
tine, he is avaricious, and likewiss deceit:
fol.” Wherenpon the disciples set up a de-
risive shout and said, “Know you, oh char-
Iatan, that your hands have juat been upon
the hoad of our master Socrates.” The poor
phrenologil.:twu dismayed, and his tongue
clove to his mouth. But Socrates, o8
his voloe, said to his disciples, “‘Pesce. Re-
vile not this man, He bath discovered my

original nature, which, by the help of the
3 Ibuvuochwgoéuto bo able toap-
pear even as you see me,” I hope, theo,

that the example of 8ir John, and the story

of Socrates, may not be lost mpon Mr
e,

sgeinst whem the keen point of 8ir Richard " Blak




