BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER

crease their hoards in a normal manner.  UHundreds of
them haunt establishments where the eauses of their be-
setting sin are exposed for sale, select such as strike
their fancy, stamp them and mail them to their own ad-
dresses, so that the addition to their exhibits may be
eatered in regular form. A woman from Georgia recent-
ly purchased in a Sixth avenue store, in New York, one
hundred and fifty dollars’ worth of these cards, repre-
senting between five and six thousand specimens, and
carcfully forwarded them to herself.

From small beginnings the pasteboard souveniv in-
dustry has fattened upon cpistolary sloth and collecting
manias until there are extant in  this country to-day
150,000 varictics of picture  postal cards, Bookstores
which formerly did a thriving trade in literature are
wow devoted almost entirely to their sale.  There were
in Atlantic City last season ten establishments where
nothing clse was sold, and Chicago, Boston, Pittshurg
and New York have emporiums where postals constitute
the entire stock. The American Athens had a postal
card exhibition which vied with the Whistler picture
show for public attention. These wares may be seen in
New York on practically every street corner, and most of
the Jdrug stores, Sigar stands, hotels, harher chops and
department. store gridirons arc interested in their sale.
Ten large factories are working overtime in this country
to supply the demand and many smaller ones are selling
their output as fast as it is produced.

The methods used by manufacturers and dealers to
stimulate the demand for private mailing cards are low
cunning itsclf. They know that for every card which is
sent from centres of civilization to country places that
another one is likely to return. Mr. Knickerbocker sends
to his brother Reuben in Tenafly. N.J., for instance, a
picture of the city hall. The inamtes of that New .Jersey
suburb awake to the fact in this way tnat they have no
postal cards which <et forth the glories of their aative
place. They sce the local stationer about it and prevail
vpon him to have some made. e sends a small order
for private mailing cards, depicting the main street, or
the Deer's Leap. or the lovers' Tryst, of Tenafly, to
New York. and in the course of time reccives  few hun-
dred germ-laden specimens.  The manufacturer who re-
ceives that order is in high glee. and he willinglv  will
make the first consignemnt at a loss, for he known that
when the pest tahes hold of a community it cannot he
staved. The pastor of the Baptist church at Lone Pine
prevails upon the stationer to have the edifice over which
he presides placed on a postal card.  The “Second Ad-
ventist” leader sees it and demands why such faveritism
has been shown. Tea Neck and Peapack, New Jersey,
hear that Iohokus has been immortalized, and they are
consumed by the pang of jealousy, which is one of the
premonitory symptoms of postal carditis. IHeart burn-
ings. rancor, spite and all fault findings stimulate the
spread of souvenir dementiit and fill the coffers of deal-
crs and manufacturers.

So greatly are the mails burdencd with cards that
this mama has alrcady beeome the subject of official in
vestigation. It has wcreased the number of postals by
fully thirty-five per cent. an the Umited States, while a
large part of the mmail arriving here from abroad s
made up of these mementoes.  There is now a movement
on foot here to have ali postal cards from the other
side placed in separate bags so as to save the cnormous
amount of labor now entailed L picking them out of the
regular mail.

PERSONAL MENTION.

Mr. Georpe Kelly, late manager of the Libravy Sup-
ply Co.. Toronto, has joined the staff of the Paole Pub-
lishing Co.

Mr. Louis Huffman, of the Carter, Crume Co., liwm-
ited, Toronto, was a recent caller at the London (ISng.)
oftice of Bookseller and Stationer.

Mr. H. O, Houghton, senior member of the Boston
miblishieg house of Houghton, Milllin & Co.. died sud
denly at Cambridie. Mass,, on June 14,

Me. John Britnell, the  sccond-hand bookseller  of
Toronto, left. carly in June for a two months' trip to
Europe, e was accompanied by his son.

Meo B0 1. Walker, manager of  the wholesale de-
partment of the Methodist Book Room, Toronto, is re-
coverimg from an operation for appendicitis.

Mr. Arthur Shaw, of Huddersficld, g, manufae
turer of ruling machines, is paying a visit to Canada.
Mr. Shaw’s firm is shipping a large number of machines
to this country.

M. B, H. Randall has resigned his position on the
mechanical stafi of the Methodist BBook Koom, to jomn
the selling stafft of Chas. Bush., printing ink maoufac-
turer, Toronto.

Mr. E. W. Walker, of the Methodist Book Room, re-
cently underwent an operation  for appendicitis at the
General  Hospital, Torente.  ‘The Bookseller and Sta-
tioner joins Mr. Walker's many friends in wishing him a
speedy return to perfect. health,

Chas. F. Dawson, Montreal: E. 1. Stillwell, (Henry
Birks & Sons, Limited) Montreal; A, O, llurst, (Chas.
Goodall & Sons. Limited,) ‘Toronto; . 1. Hebbh, (the
l.. E. Waterman (Co. of Canada, Limited), and I, L
Rastner, (the 1. . Waterman Co of Canada,) were the
Canadian visitors at the convention of stationers and
manufacturers held in New York, June 18 to 21,

Mr. S. Wallace Weese has joined the staff of the Per
manent Ink Co., Limited, of Hamilton, and is occupying
the position as  salesmanager in Toronto and district.
The Permanent Ink Co., Linited, are manufacturing
Japanese  wrnitimr  inks,  mualage, tapewriter ribhons,
carbun papets, ete.  Mr. Weese reports that business is
very satisfactors. The Toronto office is at 121 Bay
street.

H. .J. Logan. who has for & number of yvears carricd
on the husiness of printers’ and bookbinders” machinist
in Taronto, has taken new premises at 136 Bay street,
and will in future carry a stock of new and second:
hand machinery for the printing and stationery bhusiness.
Mr, Logan being a  practical mechanie. as well as a
bright business man, is sure to receive a fair share of
bhusiness.

A recent trade visitor to Canada was Mr. Charles
C. Gardner. representine Millar & Lang, the fine art
publishers of Glasgow, Scotland.  This was Mr. Gand
ner’s firat visit to Canada, and, coming rather late in
the scason, he did not go any Iarther west than Lamdon
He visited Toronto, Moatreal, St. John, Halifax, and
went on to St Jehns, Nfid. | e was favorably impressed
with the country and believed that the prospects for do-
ingg a Lpee husiness here were excellent.,

Mr. AL H. Stratton, the Peterhoro  bookseller, in-
tends to pay a visit to the continent this Sununer.
Bookseller and Stationer wishes him bon voyage.
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