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PROTRACTED RECOVERY

FROM EXTENBIVE CUMPOUNL CoMMINUTED FRACTURE uF LEG.
BY DR, ELLIOTT RICHARDSON

Tho uncertainties of proguows are frequently illusteated by
fatal results from apparently  teivial cagoes, while, ca the other
hand, it s sumetimes vur lortune to witness wonderful recoveries
from inguries which would gonerally be cutatdered almost neces
sanly fatal, vither tu life o1 the usefuluees of the member aftected

The following case possesses rome interest, not only on
account of the ultmately favorable result, but alss on account
of the protracted recovery

A railvoad employé, 31 yenrs of age, of good height and
physical desclopment, i goud health, but not free from the uso
of aleoholic drinks in vxeess at imes, was adnutted to the Penn-
sylvama Hospital, under the care of Dr. W, Ilunt, October 29,
1869, sufforing froni injunies received by being run over on the
railroad.

On examination, the right thigh was found to be much
swollen and discolured, giving evidenco of very serous and oxten-
sivo contusion of tho part. Tho knee-joint was unharmed, but
below: the kneo the lunb was extensively injured, On tho inner
and uppor sido, about threo inches bolow tho joint, wase Iacerated
surface about three inclies in longth, communicating by a rather
narrower opening with tho seatof a commmuted fracture of tho
tibis. At adistanco cqual to about one-thind the circumferenty
of tho leg on tho upper and outer sido was a wound about an ik
in length, which was found to cummunicate with a fracture
tho fibula.

The fracturo of the tbia was freely oxamuned at the time,
and found to uclude, a3 neurly as could be ascortained, tho
entiro shaft of tho buno for a distance of two and a half inches
to three inches, thu fragmonts comststing of a large one and
a number of smalicr ones.  The fracture of the fibula was nob
comminuted, .

The patient was profoundly depressed at the ime of admis”
ston, but, gradually recovoring, oftorts wero made to save fﬁ‘!
hmb. Ho remained 1n tho hospital untul April 6, 1870, duriog
which time sevoral fragmonts of bono were removed through the*




